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The State of Housing in the South Wedge:

Understanding our Neighborhood Today and Planning for

Tomorrow

By Jennifer Posey, Executive Director, South Wedge Planning Committee

The South Wedge has long been one of Rochester's more distinctive neighborhoods. Our
historic homes, tree-lined streets, apartments, walkable business district, and proximity to
downtown make it an attractive place to live. But as our neighborhood changes, so do the
housing needs of the people who call it home.

The South Wedge Planning Committee (SWPC) believes it is important to understand who
lives here, what residents earn, what types of housing are available, and whether people can
afford to remain in the neighborhood.

For this housing overview, we are using the U.S. Census Bureau Community Survey from
2024 with five-year estimates for Census Tracts 32 and 34 in Monroe County. Together, these
two tracts provide a statistical picture of much of the South Wedge.

The South Wedge by the Numbers

The combined Census Tract 32 and 34 estimates show:
o 4,235 residents
e 2,702 housing units
e 2,503 households
+ Median ages ranging from 32.5 to 40.1 years




The neighborhood includes historic single-family homes, duplexes, multi-family properties,
converted apartments, larger apartment buildings, and condominiums.

This variety is one of the South Wedge's greatest strengths. However, maintaining these
properties and ensuring that housing remains accessible to residents at different income
levels will require continued investment.

Who Lives in the South Wedge?

The demographics of our neighborhood reveal two somewhat different populations.

Census Tract 32 has approximately 1,840 residents and a median age of 40.1 years. Census
Tract 34 has approximately 2,395 residents and a younger median age of 32.5 years.

Both tracts have substantial working-age populations, particularly adults in their twenties and
thirties. This reflects the South Wedge's appeal to young professionals, individuals, and
households who appreciate living close to employment, restaurants, entertainment, and
downtown Rochester.

Older adults are also an important part of our community. As residents age, their housing
needs can change. Stairs, property maintenance, accessibility, heating costs, and the ability to
remain independent become increasingly important.

We need to consider whether our neighborhood has enough housing choices for people who

want to remain in the South Wedge throughout their lives.
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Income and Housing Affordability

One of the most interesting findings is the difference in household incomes between the two
Census tracts.

Census tract

Median household income

Tract 32: $24,510

Tract 34: $70,515

These differences demonstrate that the South Wedge is home to residents with very different
financial circumstances.

Tract 32 also reports a poverty rate of approximately 37.2%, compared with 17.1% in Tract 34.
This income disparity is important when considering housing affordability. A household earning

$40,000 annually would need to keep monthly housing expenses around $1,000 or less to



meet the commonly used 30% affordability standard.

For households earning less, even modest rent increases or unexpected utility expenses can
create financial hardship.

Affordable housing must remain part of the conversation as the neighborhood continues to
attract investment seekers and new residents.

Homeownership, Rental Housing, and Property Values

The combined census tracts contain approximately 2,702 housing units, with 1,297 units in
Tract 32 and 1,405 in Tract 34.

The estimated median value of owner-occupied homes differs between the two areas:
Census tract

Median owner-occupied home value

Tract 32: $141,700

Tract 34: $218,500

These differences illustrate the variety of housing markets within the neighborhood.

The South Wedge has a substantial rental housing presence, alongside established
homeowners and people looking to purchase their first home.

Maintaining safe, affordable apartments is important, as is preserving opportunities for
homeownership. We want residents to have the ability to establish roots, build equity, and

remain part of the community.

Preserving Our Older Housing Stock

One of the South Wedge's greatest assets is its historic housing. Many properties were built
decades ago and contribute to the architectural character that makes our neighborhood
special.

However, older homes require ongoing investment. Roofs, plumbing, electrical systems,
heating equipment, windows, foundations, and insulation all need attention.

Older housing can also present environmental health concerns, including lead paint, mold,
moisture, and poor indoor air quality.

For homeowners, maintaining an older property can become financially overwhelming. For
landlords, keeping apartments safe and affordable requires balancing maintenance costs and
rental income. For tenants, deferred repairs can affect health, safety, and quality of life.
Preserving our existing housing stock is just as important as creating new housing

opportunities.



What Will the South Wedge Look Like in 2030 and 2035?

Although there is no official population forecast specifically for these two census tracts,
current demographic information gives us important considerations for future planning. Over
the next five to ten years, several housing needs deserve attention:

More housing options for older adults. As residents age, demand for accessible
apartments, smaller homes, single-floor living, and home modifications will become
increasingly important.

Continued demand for rental housing. The neighborhood needs a range of rental options
for individuals, couples, and families at different income levels.

Preservation of affordable housing. We must find ways to maintain reasonably priced
housing while encouraging property improvements and responsible investment.

Home rehabilitation and energy improvements. Older homes will need continued
investment in insulation, heating systems, windows, roofs, lead safety, and other
improvements.

Creative housing arrangements. Multigenerational housing, accessory dwelling units,
shared housing, and housing exchanges may provide additional solutions as residents' needs
change.

SWPC's Role in Planning for the Future

At the South Wedge Planning Committee, we recognize that housing needs are not the same
for everyone. A young adult looking for an affordable apartment has different needs than a
family purchasing its first home or an older resident hoping to remain in a house that has been
home for decades.

This is why SWPC has been exploring an Aging in Place Housing Model and the Collaborative
Accessibility Exchange. These initiatives look at creative ways to address changing housing
needs, improve accessibility, and help residents remain connected to the neighborhood.

We also believe that housing education, homeowner assistance, tenant resources, healthy
homes programming, and partnerships with housing organizations are essential to preserving
our community.

As we look toward 2030 and beyond, our goal should be to maintain a neighborhood that
offers safe, accessible, and affordable housing for residents at every stage of life.

Our challenge is not simply to build more housing. It is to make sure the housing we
have is safe, affordable, accessible, and available to the people who make the South

Wedge a community.

Upcoming Classes




Added vs. Natural Sugars Lunch &

Learn

Thursday, November 12
4 A 12pm-1pm
et Abundance Food Co-op
MR 571 south Avenue

Register Here

Free Class

Holiday Card Making

Sunday, November 15

JOIN US FOR A

Holiday Card
Making Event Abundance Food Co-op

571 South Avenue

12pm-3pm

Register Here

Sunday November 15th
12-3 pm Free Class

Free! Please register on website

Abundance Co Op
571 South Avenue, Rochester, NY

littlebuttoncraft.com

Douglass History Lunch & Learn

Thursday, November 19
11am-12pm

Abundance Food Co-op
571 South Avenue

Register Here
Free Class

Homebuying Preparedness
Workshop

Thursday, November 19th
e 2pm-3:30pm
HOMEBUYING Neighborworks Community Partners
PREPAREDNESS 130 East Avenue, Suite 200

NOVEMBER 19™
2PM - 3:30PM

NEIGHBORWORKS COMMUNITY PARTNERS |
130 EAST AVENUE, SUITE 200 NeighborWorks*

C Register Here
INFO@SWPC.ORG COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Free Class

Make Your Own Stamp

Tuesday, November 19th
6-8pm

Abundance Food Co-Op
571 South Avenue

Cost $30
THURSDAY, NCVEMBER 19TH

ABUNDANCE CC CP
(571 SOUTH AVENUE)

Register Here
$30 6-3PM megister Liere



https://www.swpc.org/events/added-vs-natural-sugars-lunch-learn
https://www.littlebuttoncraft.com/patterns-and-downloads/p/holiday-card-making-afternoon
https://www.swpc.org/events/douglass-history-lunch-and-learn
https://www.swpc.org/events/homebuying-preparedness
https://www.swpc.org/events/lbc-placeholder-5000301a

Plant Based Cooking: Holiday

Appetizers

Saturday, November 21st
12-1pm

Abundance Food Co-Op
571 South Avenue

Register Here
Free Class

MORE CLASSES

Holiday Events

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL

SOUTH WEDGE

A fhoo ovent for forilhs, ficnds and, pets...ain. o ohine! At Abundance Food Co-Op

(**
€
o 1126.26 |
SA 10AN e .
FOOD C0-0P &rnnmm) SpOﬂSOr‘ Here

v
13 MILE WALK AROUND #. WEDGE izl Donate Here
./ SOCK DRIVE FOR ST. JOE'S HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY

/SW
\pc/

Race Bib and T-shirt Pick Up:

On Wednesday, November 25th from 4-8pm
at Abundance Food Co-Op (571 South Avenue)

we will have a registration table with race bib and tshirt pick up. We have 300

Wedge Waddle

Thursday, November 26

Tshirts and they are first come first serve. We ask that you please register online
beforehand. This is a free event!
We can't wait to Waddle with you!

2026 South Wiedne .
Beers Carols Holiday Beers & Carols

y
December 17 from 6-8pm
at Swiftwater Brewing

378 Mt. Hope Avenue

A free event to come and get some holiday

spirit as we sing and cheers with neighbors

6pm to 8pm and friends!

R,
W Stwiftwater Brewing %‘&0
378 st. Hope Avenue J



https://www.swpc.org/events/plant-based-holiday-appetizers-abundance-cooking-class-series
https://www.swpc.org/events
http://www.wedgewaddle.com/
https://www.wedgewaddle.com/become-a-sponsor
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=u7bJo1y-tIIAH2K0joNVG66QsE01LtuPgpE9Ficqzy2CR7S2JemPHII2BF4kXDm5qAdkp0g8PEu069P8
http://www.wedgewaddle.com/

SOUTH WEDGE
HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST

Holiday Decorating Contest

Register Online by Dec. 12
Judging on Dec. 16
Announced at Beers & Carols Dec. 17

REGISTER BY: DEC.12™
JUDGING ON: DEC.16™
WINNER ANNOUNCED: DEC.17™
ZBEERS § CAROLS EVENT HAPPENING

o SWIFTWATER BREWING or 12/17
FROM 6PM 7 8PM

Ryuttn Hore

EE

[OR

Register Here

SUPPORT THE WILSON HIGH SCHOOL
ROBOTICS TEAM!

BOTTLE AND
CAN DRIVE

Help the X-Cats Robotics Team raise funds by
donating your 5¢ refundable bottles and cans!
CAN / BOTTLE PICKUP
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
12 PM TO 3 PM

Leave your clean, refundable bottles and cans in a visible
spot (porch, driveway, curb) with label “for X-Cats” by
noon and we'll come collect them!

ﬁ“\, YOU CAN ALSO DROP OFF CANS AND BOTTLES AT

THE SOUTH WEDGE PLANNING COMMITTEE (SWPC)
W 224 MT HOPE AVE - ANYTIME BETWEEN 11/7 AND 11/14

QUESTIONS ON - OR LEADING UP TO - PICK-UP DAY ?
REACH OUT TO JAN AND KAY AT (585) 371-5997

WE BUILD PEOPLE, NOT JUST ROBOTS!

‘Who are the X-Cats?

THE X-CATS TEAM1911S PART OF FIRST ROBOTICS - AN INTERNATIONAL

STEM PROGRAM WHERE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS DESICN, BUILD, AND

COMPETE WITH INDUSTRIAL-SIZED ROBOTS

Students on the team learn E" E
Engineering and mechanical skills

Programming and CAD -

Teamwork and project leadership

Public speaking, media and outreach

How to turn ideas into action E

Our team is about opportunity, access, and excellence - we’ve

been proud to represent Rochester for almost 35 years.

WE'RE RAISING MONEY TO SUPPORT TRAVEL,
MATERIALS AND COMPETITION COSTS FOR OUR
AWARD-WINNING ROBOTICS TEAM

LEARN MORE AND SUPPORT US ONLINE:
WwWWw.X-cats.org

(Click the yellow “Donate” button to make a direct contribution)
Contact us: xcatsfirst191@gmail.com



https://www.swpc.org/events/beers-carols

daturday, Hec. 5tA
focall made it * lTam—4pm

for everone on your list

%pﬁa Wﬁy 14620

nfo at littlebuttoncraft.com



http://littlebuttoncraft.com/
http://littlebuttoncraft.com/

THE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH WEDGE AREA PRESENTS:

o A Wond@f’ﬁl [,

South Wedge

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5TH /7 T1AM TO APM
SOUTH AVE. & GREGORY ST.

KID's CRAFTS AT ABUNDANCE CO-OP
S'MORES STATION IN STAR ALLEY
FOOD TRUCKS & BEVERAGES
VARIETY OF CRAFT VENDORS
MEET SANTA & TAKE PHOTOS
LOCAL BUSINESS SPECIALS
SOCK DRIVE AT HEDONIST /m
LIVE MUSIC & CAROLING // & [
HOLIDAY KARAOKE

Yo L
Upcoming Community
Engagement Meetings
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TY COUNCIL

ENGAGEMENT AND REVIEW

Thursday, Nov. 12 | 6 p.m. | City Council Chambers

Public Hearings will be held

Nov. 12 on the legislation related

to Rochester’s proposed zoning code
as part of the Zoning Alignment
Project. No Registration is required
to speak at the hearings, and each
participant will be given three
minutes to speak on the ZAP.

the code

at CityofRochester.Gov/ZAP

the hearings

in City Council Chambers (30 Church St.)

the survey

at tinyurl.com/CCZAPSurvey

City Council’s regular Speak
to Council Session will follow the

. Public Hearings. Speak to Council

signups close at 4:30 p.m. on Nov. 12.
Sign up to Speak to Council

by calling the City Council office

at (585) 428-7538.

with comments
at (585) 428-7538

comments

to (585) 428-6347

comments

to Council@CityofRochester.Gov

SWPC Board Meeting

Tuesday, November 17th

9am-10am

The Board of Directors meets virtually on
the third Tuesday of the month. Meetings
are open to the public.

Zoom Registration

Everyone is Welcome...
Community Engagement
Meeting

Wednesday, November 25th
5:30-6:30pm

SWPC Office

224 Mt. Hope Avenue

2027-2028

PARENTAL FEEDBACK
NEEDED:

The RCSD Budget Survey aims to find

community priorities for next year's

operating budget

The Monroe County Walk and Roll Survey
seeks guardian feedback to develop their
Safe Routes Child Walk and Bike Safety
Education Programs

THANK YOU

to

A CHILD SAFETY EDUCATION PROGRAM IN MONROE COUNTY



https://www.swpc.org/events/zap-review-meetings
https://www.swpc.org/events/zap-review-meetings
https://www.swpc.org/events/south-clinton-clean-up-south-wedge-fall-sweep
https://www.swpc.org/events/south-clinton-clean-up-south-wedge-fall-sweep
https://zoom.us/j/97831660107?pwd=HNWohC2h7rdKLZ9j2UJdImDlkcFUfD.1
https://www.swpc.org/events/community-engagement-meeting-b72f6eb3
https://www.swpc.org/events/community-engagement-meeting-b72f6eb3
https://www.swpc.org/events/community-engagement-meeting-b72f6eb3
https://www.swpc.org/events/community-engagement-meeting-b72f6eb3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYwGgepOtfUrCNZrp7t72yLmfn_N_uK22Y6grNXgHS8pKW1Q/viewform
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/4d5e1b0ebb91480b9dc9fc902a351491

RGE, Wegmans, Rochester Area Community Foundation, Genesee Co-0Op
Federal Credit Union and Highland Hospital for your sponsorship of the 2026
Wedge Waddle!
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