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THE REPLACEMENT OF RIVER PARK COMMONS IS MOVING AHEAD!

By Bob Boyd

The River Park Commons ren-
ovation is an exciting opportunity
to create a unique development
that integrates a people-centric
design with the river and the
South Wedge neighborhood. The
current buildings have outlived
their usefulness and have become
a liability to the neighborhood.
The exciting changes will help
continue the development of the
South Wedge urban village.

The project proposed by Coni-
fer Reality is to renovate the 200
units in the tower and to demolish
the “low rise” complex and build
100 new units. The tower would
continue to be income qualified
with mixed ages. The new units
would be 80 higher end market
rate and 20 income qualified.

The first step in making the
project real is for the developer
to evaluate the impact of their
project on the “environment”.
This is called a “Preliminary En-

vironmental Impact Statement”.
(A copy is available at the SWPC
office or online at http://www.
cityofrochester.gov/dcd/index.
cfm).

The public has an opportunity
to provide input and comment on
what is being proposed. Written
comments are due by June 6,
2008 at 5 p.m. We encourage ev-

Somali Community
Spirit Grows at River

Commons

Seven days a week Ab-
dirashid “Abdi” Mohamud
and other committed vol-
unteers at the Somali Com-
munity Outreach and Edu-
cation Center educate and
entertain some 50 Somalian
children who live in the
soon-to-be demolished Riv-

Mt. Hope Avenue.
The Somalian commu-
nity first began settling at River
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Somali Community Outreach volunteers (I-
er Commons apartments on 1) Mohamed Omar, Ahmed Betula, Dada

Haji, Mohamed Mohamed and Abdi Mu-
hamud (kneeling). Photo: Namcy O'Donnell

Commons in 1999 said Abdi.
Currently, 34 families live in the
complex’s top two floors. (The
first floor apartments are now
vacant.) While the planned Coni-
fer development allows for some
income-qualified apartments,
the community will definitely be
impacted by the renovations and
Abdi is worried.

Today the Center provides
support for residents of all ages
without benefit of public funding.
“We have to help our community,”
said Abdi. Volunteers buy the
sports equipment the children use
and the snacks they get each day
they attend.

Weekdays kids, ages 3-12
years old, come to the center after
school to do homework, some-
times staying until 7 p.m.

“Education is most important
to Somalians,” said Abdi. “It is too
difficult [in Somalia]; I had to walk
3-5 kilometers to walk to school
from my village of Kismayo.”

On weekends, the center en-

continued on page 9

eryone to look at the proposal and
the issues and then express your
views. Information is available at
SouthWedge.org or by calling the
SWPC office at 585-256-1740,
Ext. 102.

The South Wedge Planning
Committee, Inc. wants this tobe a
“GREAT” project. We have identi-
fied a number of concerns that

need to be addressed.
The key concerns are:
. The proposed
plan for the reloca-
tion of the residents
is not sufficient. The
residents have been
there between 4 and
30 years. Many of
them have become
part of the neighbor-
hood - the plan should
specifically address
how to keep them in
the neighborhood if
they desire. The plan
does not provide a
process to give exist-
ing residents prior-
ity to return to the new income
qualified units. A large number
of Somali families live there.
Provisions need to be made to
keep them together as much as
possible and to provide transla-
tion services.
¢ The number of buildings on the
site has been increased from five
to twelve. This does break up the

Gojip YR

site providing more vistas. All
twelve buildings have the same
architecture and height with
variation in color only. They are
not of “people scale” nor do they
blend with the architecture of
the community. The current
proposal simple updates what
is there today.
¢ The proposed number of park-
ing spots is inadequate for the
number and type of housing
units being proposed.
e The current site plan does not
provide easy access to the river
from Mt. Hope Avenue. The con-
figuration of the sidewalks is
confusing and unwelcoming.
The vistas are perpendicular
to Mt. Hope. There is a more
limited vista from the diagonal
streets further separating the
new units from the neighbor-
hood.
¢ The South Wedge neighborhood
is a mix of residential and com-
mercial. A Central City Zoning
designation also envisions a mix
of business, commercial and
residential. There is no
commercial included
noris there any discus-
sion as to why there is
none.

So, please, get in-
volved with your com-
munity and contribute
to this project! A

12 Identical
buildings with
minor variations
will be erected on
the space.

Remembering the West Side of Mt.
Hope as it was in the early 1970’s

Tom Cantin was an Urban
Planner for the City of Rochester
and in the nice weather walked
down Mt. Hope on the way to work.
Bob Schnacky ran Trott Monu-
ment Company on Mt. Hope.

The South Wedge neighbor-
hood had declined by the early
1970s, and there were many
boarded up houses. It took Tom
two years to rent an apartment
on Hickory Street. The neighbor-
hood’s reputation was tarnished
and was perceived as unsafe. The
only community group was Marie
Daley’s South Side Seniors.

The west side of Mt. Hope had
also seen better days. The chang-
ing nature of the upstate economy
had taken its toll. The Lehigh

Valley Railroad started pulling
back operations in the 1960’s
and completely abandoned the
site in 1972. The railroad yards
were abandoned and overgrown
with weeds. There also was an
abandoned coal trestle. A road
ran through the site. Much of the
parcel was owned by the state with
afewremaining businesses. There
was no housing on the site at all.

Next to the Stone Warehouse
was Reiter Steak House - a Roch-
ester destination. It burned down
in the 1970’s. Then there was
Whitmore, Rauber & Vicinus - a
street contractor who stored sand
and gravel on the site. Behind that
was an old gantry crane which
was used to unload barges from
the feeder canal. A coal trestle

used by the railroad and adjacent
building for coal sales was also
located there.

A brick company and scrap
yard were still operating at this
time in the middle of the site.
Outside the junk yard was an “old”
Mack chain drive fire truck with
hard tires. On the Gregory Street
side was Santo’s who sold roasted
peanuts alongside a bait shop.

This entire site, including the
buildings and businesses, were
leveled to create River Park Com-
mons. The State Urban Develop-
ment Corporation moved quickly
with no community input. There
was no consideration of how the
project would interact with the
neighborhood and the river. A

DO'YOU CARE WHAT THE NEW DEVELOPMENT LOOKS LIKE?

(See page 2)
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Redefining Healthy Choices: A
Farmers’ Market Manifesto -Part Two

By Chris Hartman

A public marketplace cre-
ates a space where farmers and
consumers come together, where
neighbors gather and talk, and
where excitement and merri-
ment fill the air. This
type of place-making
brings communities
together, fosters a feel-
ing of belonging, builds
networks and develops
the social capital nec-
essary for sustained
community revitaliza-
tion and health. The
relationship between
urban areas and their
surrounding agricul-
tural communities that must exist
to sustain a localized food system
is developed and strengthened.

Dollars that are spent at local-
ly-owned businesses are reinvest-
ed in the local economy and have
the multiplying effect of enhanc-
ing the vitality of our economy

SOUTH

vV

FARMERS MARKET

and retaining our community’s
wealth as opposed to typical,
box stores which pull money out
of our community. Shopping
within a network of locally-owned
businesses builds a stable, local
economy and real
community prosper-
ity and health.

An aesthetic and
biological fact, fresh
food is glorious. The
flavors of such foods
are rich and unique,
and their abundant
varieties tell the sto-
ry of the land and the
farmer. There is an
unbelievable differ-
ence between fresh,
naturally grown produce and the
industrial food that is bred to be
grown in monoculture, harvested
unripe, and shipped across the
country (if not around the world).
The small farm taste, the flavor
of unspoiled nutrients, and the
experience of food integrity from

WEDGE

Need a Doctor ?

Highland Family Medicine

For an appointment call

279-4889
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CARE ABOUT
RIVER PARK
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local farms brings the finest cui-
sine back to people and greatly
enhances the social experience
of eating. Such food fosters the
individual and social value of eat-
ing with an artistic desire, a need
for nourishment, and an expecta-

tion of adventure. Enacting such The public has an

a value is at the root of the social .

and nutritional health of our com- opp ortumty to

munities. comment on the
The South Wedge Farmer’s redevelopment

Market is open Thursdays 4 p.m.
- 8 p.m. at the corner of South
Clinton Avenue and Alexander
Street (behind Boulder Coffee
Company).

Written comments
are due by June 6,

Chris Hartman, Social and 2008 at 5:00 p-m.
Environmental Integrity and Com- . .
munity Service Coordinator at Info is available at
Harley School, is co-founder with h .0reg or
Vicki Hartman of the South Wedge S()ll;t hwedge 0 fgﬁo
Farmers Market and the soon to be call the SWPC office
opened 19th Ward Westside Farm- at 256-1740 , ext.
ers Market, Genesee St every Tues. 104
through October. A
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Our Mission Statement
SWPC builds community in the South Wedge,
encourages a full range of housing opportunities,

and promotes a diverse, bistorically significant, and
commercially viable urban village.
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Heart of the City

By Nancy O'Donnell

Welcome Liam Christopher
Reader to the South Wedge

- e ¥

Zoe and Liam Reader.
Photo: Chris Reader

Highland Park Neighborhood
residents Chris and Kirsten
Reader welcomed son Liam Chris-
topher on May 3. Liam weighed
in at 8 Ibs. 2 oz. Big sister Zoe, 5,
welcomed him home. Papa Chris
is an ER nurse at Rochester Gen-
eral Hospital; Mama Kirsten is an
English teacher at Harley School.

A;

Granny'’s Ice Cream Opens
for the Season

The lawn chairs and tables
are out, a huge painted ice cream
cone glistens in the window, and
the screen door is open for the
season at Granny's Ice Cream
Shop at South Goodman Avenue

.q
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Patrick Belle-Isle. Photo: Mike Fle;:l'.le

and Caroline Street.

Owner Patrick Belle-Isle has
added something more to
a delectable menu of 22 ice
cream flavors, three scoop
sundaes and the “ultimate
banana split.”

“We now have fresh made-
to-order ice cream pies,” said
Belle-Isle. Already on hand
are “creamy caramel swirl”
and “mocha madness,” per-
fect for summer dinners or
potlucks.

hours will be extended.
. ..

Farm Market Founders
Spread the Bounty to the
19th Ward

South Wedge Farmers Market
founders Chris and Vicki Hartman
are launching a new market in the
19th Ward.

The Westside Farmers Market
will focus on affordable produce .

“It will be all-producer-only,
and though we will have some
organic food, not all vendors will
be organic and/or sustainable,”
said Vicki.

The market will be located on
Genesee Street in the St. Monica

Church parking lot on Tuesdays,
4-8 p.m. beginning June 17. It will
run through October.

For more information e-mail
Chris or Vicki at swfarmersmar-
ket@gmail.com or call 546.7507.

. ..

Neighbors Council Plans for
Marie Daley Park Picnic

The Neighbors Council met
at Equal Grounds on May 7 to
discuss upcoming South Wedge
events and examine urban forest
crafts—"a fairy house” composed
of moss, twigs, pine cones and
grape vines--that can be created
during the Marie Daley Park Picnic

South Wedge Neighbors Council. Photo:
Nancy O'Donnell

on June 14, 1-4 p.m. Neighbors
Linda Coleman, Ginny Cassetta,
Lisa Lodder, Gayle Lynch, Allison
Clark and Anne Weisbeck joined
to see the miniature model home
and to discuss future community
events.. The next Council meeting
will be held at Muddy Waters Café,
June 4, 6 p.m.

—. ...

Mayor Attends Ribbon
Cutting at Mise En Place

Mise En Place owner Ken Hol-
lenbeck and family held a ribbon
cutting on Friday, May the 9th. In
attendance were Mayor Bob Duffy,
Carol Stevens, a Monroe County
Executive representative, SWPC
Director Bob Boyd and BASWA
chair Chris Jones and 100 other
neighborhood wellwishers.

“We served Hedonist choco-

Mise En Place Ribbon Cutting (I-1) Dan
Cannan, Ed Holenbeck, Pat Holenbeck,
Pcaige Holenbeck with baby Reece,
Spring hours are 2 p.m. to Casey Holenbeck, Debb Cannan and

9 p.m. Belle-Isle said summer Mayor Bob Duffy.

lates, pasta, pastries from Little
Bakery and our subs,” said Hol-
lenbeck, who reports that busi-
ness is good.

— ..

South Wedge History Club
Explores City’s Hoo Doo
History

Writer Rose O’Keefe welcomed
historian Mike Keene to the High-
land Library for alecture and video
presentation entitled “Vision: True
Stories of Spiritualism, Secret So-
cieties and Murder.”

Keene'’s video documents the
19th century stories of the Fox
Sisters, the mothers of American
spiritualism, “the disappearance

FReawHe e IeRsS

Mountain Bikes, Road Bikes,
Hybrlds Recumbents & Kids Bikes

Sales Service, Parts
and Accessorles

Open Tuesday through Sunday ® Next to Rowe Photo
1757 MOUNT HOPE AVE. o 473-3724

..
Mike Keene. Photo: Taylor Whitney

of Captain William Morgan and
shocking murder of William Ly-
man,” assorted executions, and
“Hoo Doo corner” (Main and Elm
Streets).

“The street corner was de-
scribed as ‘cursed,” said
McCurdy. “It was ‘doomed
to fall upon the shoals of
destruction.”

To learn more about
the History Club lectures
throughout the year, contact
Rose O’Keefe at 244.4558.

. ..

South Wedge Pastor
Fights Anti-Snitch
Culture

Rev. Marlowe Washington of
Baber AM.E. Church on Meigs
Street has been in the news re-
cently for his efforts to fight the “No
Snitching” attitude one billboard
at a time.

Rev. Washington’s church
launched the “You Bet 1 Told” proj-
ectin response to the difficulty po-
lice face in solving crimes because
witnesses won't come forward.

Pastor Washington is also
working with police on improv-
ing the city’s witness protection
program.

Rev. Washington appeared on
a panel, “Where Do We Go From
Here” at the George Eastman
House in February with Mayor
Bob Duffy, Rochester School Dis-
trict Superintendent Jean-Claude

Brizard, DA Mike Green,
county officials and |
D&C Editorial Page Edi-
tor James Lawrence to |
discuss urban crime
and the “stop snitching”
culture in our city. A

Rev. Marlowe Washington and Mayor
Bob Duffy. Photo: Taylor Whitney
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Community Builders

133 Gregory 5L, Rochester

Vegan ===
: -

Vegetarian "

Hrvah Fasi . : ' 400 G E

[E TR ] [ e ]

-
=

IMiddier

www. NewHealthCafe.com

Sunday Brunch Buffet 57

[ I0EMm-Lpm |

Thursday Buffet Dinner sy

{ligr=-Thperm

Hhuiiiie: Mo, Pain- A juit Teme-Sal. Wi - Wi Siai. sean-Hii

Community Builders

By Allison Clark

South Wedge Garden
Contest

Get your gardens ready for
the 2008 South Wedge Garden
contest. Local garden experts will
judge, and you'll have a chance to
win some great prizes and show
off your garden. The contest is
open to all South Wedge residents.
Judges will stop by your house
on July 19th between 10:00 am
and 1:00 pm to see your garden.
Registration is required along with
a S5 registration fee. To register,
call Allison Clark at 256-1740, ext.
106 or email aclark@swpc.org.
Don't miss this opportunity to let
your hard work and horticultural
skills pay off!

Neighbor Council Meetings
The South Wedge Neigh-

bors Council meets on the first

Wednesday evening of each month

Building onthe Nature
\V:of ithe 1 Neighborhood

Marie Daley Park first year

Anniversary Celebration
Bring your family, bring a picnic and join us
as we celebrate the first year anniversary of
the new playground at Marie Daley Park!

June 14th from 1 - 4 pm

around the neighborhood. Neigh-
bors Council is a group of South
Wedge residents committed to
improving neighborhood safety
and quality of life, and organizing
neighborhood activities. Consider
joining; it is a terrific way to get
involved. The next meeting is June
4th from 6:00 - 7:00 pm at Muddy
Waters Coffee House behind The
Cinema on South Clinton. For
more information, contact Gale
Lynch at 454-3295.

PAC-TAC

The Police and Citizens To-
gether Against Crime (PAC-TAC)
helps residents to patrol neigh-
borhood streets on foot, to keep
watch for potential criminal ac-

Dog Walkers Against Crime

tivity and interact with residents
and merchants. PAC-TAC meets
on the third Thursday of every
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.
Walks begin at the NET Office on
South Clinton. For more informa-
tion, contact Robert Lauterbach at
rblauterbach@gmail.com.

Wedgestock is Coming!

It may seem early but plan-
ning is underway for this year’s
Wegestock. Wedgestock 2008 will
be even bigger and better than
last year. We anticipate more food,
more games and more fun for the
whole family. This is not your aver-
age annual meeting, so mark your
calendars and save the date, Au-
gust 24th at the Highland Bowl.

Anew group “Dog-Walkers against Crime” is looking for anyone who
likes to walk their dog, meet new neighbors and help deter crime in the
neighborhood. The group meets at Marie Daley Park (between Gregory
and Hickory) on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. So bring your animal companion

and walk the neighborhood! A

B
Left to Right: Betsey with Chloe, John & Kristin with Kaya, Doug with
Joey and Ben & Kristin with Veruca:. Photo Credit: Jaime Scott

at the playground between
Gregory and Ashlands Strests
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South Clinton Site Turns Platinum

by Nancy O’Donnell

Tom Taliento got the Manhat-
tan-style bar he always wanted
when he opened Platinum Lounge
on the corner of South Clinton
and Gregory Street. A sinuous
oak bar winds around the room
in a space once filled by Kim’s
Asia Restaurant. Heavy slabs of
salmon and grey granite were fit-
ted as a counter on the bar. Two
comfy couches hug the windows
nearby and wallpaper in muted
blues, greens and yellows cover
the walls. A second room houses
a stage and more couches for a
“VIP lounge.”

Renovations to the brick exte-
rior now in process is erasing the
previous lime green exterior.

“T've always wanted to own a
bar,” said Taliento, who did the
substantial renovations to the
before he opened the Lounge in
March. Along with Platinum, the
26-year-old owns Property Pro, a
custom carpentry and floor refin-
ishing and remodeling company.

During one Friday Happy
Hour, the lounge buzzed with the
kind of crowd Taliento said he
wanted to attract—well dressed,
diverse, professionals. “We thrive
on the diversity of the crowd,”
said Taliento. “They're all differ-
ent—race, creeds, sexual orienta-
tions.”

Bartender Lara Grassi, a

o |

Tom Taliento and Lara Grassi. Photo: Namey ODonnell

Brockport University student
studying social work, builds a pre-
mium martini from a list of some
19cocktailsalongside Plantinum’s
full wine and beer list.

The lounge is already helping
to promote other businesses in the
Wedge (he uses Georgie’s Bakery to
supply snacks for Happy Hours).
Grassi even did her part in promot-
ing Urban Village Scooters.

“I told [a customer] I wanted
to go for a ride on a scooter,” said
Grassi. “He said, T1l be right back’
and left. When he came back, he
slapped a receipt on the bar. He
had bought a scooter.”

‘T haven't gotten a ride yet,”
laughed Grassi. “He hasn't picked
up the scooter yet.”

Since the kitchen needs a total
rehab, Taliento said, Platinum’s
menu will be simple bar food until
a full kitchen launches later in the
year. Taliento envisions Sunday
Italian afternoon brunches featur-
ing a crooner ala Frank Sinatra
and pasta sauce that comes cour-
tesy of a recipe perfected by his
Sicilian grandmother.

Platinum Bar and Lounge, 699
South Clinton Avenue. 536-7516.
Tues.-Thurs. 4 p.m. - closing. Mon.-
Wed. 9 p.m.-closing. A
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Serving the South Wedge since 1947
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AN #% Repairing

Hours: Mon. -Fri. 8-5:30
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@ 395 Gregory Street {in Welder Hall)
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s Aocounts insured to § 100,000,
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SOUTHVIEW TOWERS

Affordable Housing

1 Bedroom Apartment Available

All Utilities Included e Pet Friendly
On Busline ¢ 24 Hour Maintenance
Activities/Events Offered

Call 325-2580

=Maipon

& Lanczmar Comaary

&

BIG CHANGES
ARE ON THE
HORIZON...

B Studios and

Commons! {5y
DON'T MISS QUT ™ Utilities
included

ON THIS FABULOUS
OPPORTUNITY!

B Affordable

Housing
wWe're under new owtniership,
and extensive renovations ™ On Site
of our high rise are in Maintenaige
the works, [rom apanments B Rental
o common areas. Assistance
Ger in before we're filled up! Available for
Dualified
Applicants

CALL 546-1240

WO NE U] [ ™ No Waiting Lisi

SEE WHAT THE FUSS
IS ALL ABOUT!

B incredible View

River Park

Commons

185 Mt. Hope Ave.

Nonifer
Rochester
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Nathamniel Rochester Unveiled

M. Keiahon City and state officials, community activists and neighbors gathered together to see the final transtormation of Nathaniel Square Park.

TR\
A Sculplore of """q:|.1'r|'1r|-||_l;'|:l Foig B MCIY 17, 2008
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Bates 27
SWPC Boardmember Dave Halter, model for Col. Rochester, and Pepsy

“Rellecnmy” was made noetimile By Kettavong enjoy the finished sculpture.

grant from MY & Urbian De \-.u.T fricml

L L [ raticn (Y ':l:.l ST
Bobach)anda 20 i
Communiies
& Culiural ©
Richesler; b
and the Ciy

Photos by:
Dave Halter

State Senator Joseph E. Robach, Assistant to
Mayor Darryl Porter, Sculptor Pepsy Kettavong,
SWPC Executive Director Bob Boyd.

Schedule for
Star Alley Shows:

Pepsy Kettavong and NY State Assemblywoman
Susan John (131st Dist.) join in celebration.

\1"-

7:00; Parking ViierTotem Unvedng) T e e
900: The Jive Manncs
B:00: mﬂ&;u;_'mwhw
ART & M US IO ACoUic Gilidhaies
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(weather permittin 800 The Docies of Ecrl
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Star Alley (next to Lux) Drum & Boss

Former Rochester Mayor addresses the gathering Elliot Landsman ctn_d Wedge neighbors.
while City Councilmember Elaine Spaull (in red)
waits her turn behind.

May 10, 2008

Sweeping Mulching Taking a break
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New talent agency opens in the Historic German House

by Nancy O’Donnell

Rochestertalent.com, a talent
management company, recently
opened its new headquarters in
the Historic German House on

Eric Cubitt in his new Historic German House

suite. Photo: Nancy O'Donnell.

Gregory Street in the “very attrac-
tive” South Wedge.

Brighton resident Eric Cubitt
created Rochestertalent.com eight
years ago, but practical matters
(he’s married to wife Daryl and has
an eight-year-old son Colin) kept
it as a part-time endeavor. By day,

Cubitt worked as an IT manager
with Preferred Care. On the side
Cubitt performed as an actor in a
variety of indie films.

“I help to develop careers,”
said Cubitt, who gets “commer-
cial work for clients
that include video and
voiceovers.” In addi-
tion, Rochstertalent.
com is “the only certi-
fied child -performer
employer” in the area
Cubitt says.

Clients have in-
cluded local business-
es and filmmakers
who come to Cubitt
for help.

Among his busi-
ness clients are Ray-
mour & Flanigan Fur-
niture store. Cubitt re-
cently provided actors
for filmmaker Matt
Ehlers whose feature
film, Smoking Laws,
was part of the 2008
High Falls Film Festival. In 2007
Cubitt’s company provided 16 ac-
tors in supporting roles along with
four young girls for the soon-to-be-
released, The Alphabet Murders, a
film that examines a tragic series
of child murders in Rochester in

the 1970s.

Like many in Rochester’s film
and acting community, Cubitt
would like to see the city do more
to promote a film industry.

“Our primary goal is to find
qualified actors for clients,” said
Cubitt. “We'd like to see more film
work. Rochester is a beautiful
location. There are so many faces
to the area. We have four seasons,
gorges, and cityscapes. Twenty
minutes from downtown, you're
in cow pastures.”

As the film industry is today,
“Its almost easier to go to Toronto,”
Cubitt added. “We're three hours
from Toronto, a huge film center,”
noting that it developed through
offers of “huge incentives to make
a film” from Canada’s film office.

While many in his current
stable of actors, both male and fe-
male, come to him “through word
of mouth,” Cubitt now plans to
hold acting auditions in the com-
ing months.

“It [will be] an open door audi-
tion,” said Cubitt. “We cast a wide
net in the ocean.”

Rochestertalent.com is lo-
cated at 315 Gregory Street, Suite
300 (Nicholson Street entrance).
271.4327. Website: rochestertal-
ent.com. A

SouthWedge Colony Bar & Grille
Opens on South Avenue

Southwedge Colony Bar & Grille
door welcomes. Photo: Eilleen Thomas.

By Nancy O’Donnell

The new statue of Nathaniel
Rochester contemplating a reju-
venated corner in National Square
Park might just do a double take if
he gets alook inside the new South
Wedge Colony Bar and Grille.

The soon-to-be hot spot at
the corner of South Avenue
and Alexander Street is a joint
project of brothers Chris and
Greg Joy (managing owners)
and Lyjha Wilton, of Boulder
Coffee Company.

“T keep calling it a ‘classy
dive,” said Wilton. “I wanted to
be part of a business that offers
a very clean and comfortable
place with moderately-priced
beverages and food--an exten-
sion of your living room.”

Greg Joy, Lyjha Wilton and Chris Joy
celebrate the opening of their new

Greg Joy agreed, “You don't business. Photo: Eilleen Thomas

have to spend $100 to have a
good time. The way the economy
is, we wanted [to create] a place
where you would have a great time
for $30.”

Refinished hardwood floors
and a historic tin ceiling were
retained. A flat screen TV hangs
above a concrete bar with rounded
edges and comfy leather couches
and a pool table beckon nearby.

“We needed another Gregory
Street intersection, said Wilton. “A

continued on page 10

Ninth Annual South
Wedge Streets of Sales
Set for Aug. 9-10

Plan ahead for this fabulous
day of yard sales in our South
Wedge urban village. Start col-
lecting items for your own sale or
share with your neighbors. The
South Wedge Streets of Sales runs
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Averill Av-
enue and Gregory, Hamilton, Ash-

land, Bond and Whalen Streets.
Participants are asked to share in
the cost of an ad in local papers.
For more information about the
day or to add your street to com-
munity event, call Judith Van
Ness 271.4457. A

DAviD A. MERKEL, EsQ.

ATTORNEY AT Law
{Hho w4

701 Mrt. HorPE AVENUE ® ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14620
TeL: (585) 454-4400

Eric Cubitt held an open house on May 4 at his new office to celebrate
Matt Ehler’s film, Smoking Laws. Some 200 attended the event.

“Serving Rnchestez’s Best Desserts”

Since 1970

The Finest all nacrad ingredients
rnade from Scracch!!

602 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620

585-473-1300 www.cheesyeddies.com

s o 8 r..--—"
Pavk Avenne
7 ealtors
649 Park Avenue
Rochester, NY

14610

L}

The Petix Group

“Your Neighborhood Realtors™

Experienced - Knowledgable - Involved
BLY, SELL or INVEST

738-1945]

sib@parkavenuerealtors.com

Len Pelin

LuTHERAN CHURCH OF PEACE
125 Caroline St. (corner of Mt. Vernon)

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages: 9 a.m.

Fellowship Dinners: Third Saturday of each month at 6 p.m.

585-244-9206

Open to the community. All you can eat $7.
Call 247-5699 to reserve a place.

Now Handicapped Accessible!
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Somali Community Spirit

continued from page 1

tertains the children from noon
- 2 p.m. On one May Sunday af-
ternoon, Abdi shouted directions
and warnings as 20 or more young
boys kicked one tattered soccer
ball around the grass mound be-
hind the River Commons at the
Genesee River’s edge.

“I love Kids,” said Abdi. “I re-
member growing up watching [my]
father who loved kids.”

Adult immigrants also benefit
from the center said Abdi. Along
with learning English, residents
born in the U.S. can learn more
about the Somalian culture.

Abdi said he couldn’t do what
he does without a dedicated team
of volunteers and he includes Amal
AWCIS Ahmed Betula, Fatlma

Park Commons. Photo: Noncy O'Donnell.

Abd1 Muhamud educates cmd entertcuns the boys and girls at River

Abdi, Mohamed Omar, Mohamed
Mohamed, and community elders
like Dada and SWPC Director Bob
Boyd.

“He is wonderful,” said Abdi.
“He is our only support in Roch-
ester.”

While hours will be extended
during the summer to 10-1 p.m.
and 4-7 p.m.; the center will be
closed midday because the volun-
teers are unable to provide lunches
for the children.

“We hope to be able to take a few
field trips to Sea Breeze,” said Abdi.
But, Abdi is not sure that they will
be able to pay for it.

Somali Community Outreach
and Education Center, River Com-
mons, Mt.Hope Avenue. A

CAN YOU HELP?
SOMALI COMMUNITY WISH LIST

Educational Toys & Board games
Pens and paper
Crayons and drawing paper
Soccer equipment
Computers and printers
Children’s Books
Healthy Snacks & Juices
English Language Volunteers
School supplies for the next school year

To donate, call 414.0004.

Lty

. 417 South Avenue
— Rochester, New York
' ‘1."‘ i 585-325-5260
ll- 4
1} Lt Efﬁ
Primary Health Care
Personal & Family Counseling
Where Health Is A Literacy & GED Tutoring
Community Effort

Health care for the uninsured

For more information,
call 585-325-5260

FLOWER CITY GLASS

Family owned and operated since 1924

All of us at Flower City Glass would like to
Congratulate the superb work of the
South Wedge Planning Committee.
Our neighborhood has never looked better!

*Aluminum Curtainwalils "Windows *Doors *Skylights
*Residential Wood and replacement windows & Doors
*Mirrors *Shower & Tub enclosures *Closet storage
*Film Tinting "Glass Handrails *Insulated Glass
*All types of Glass and Glazing
-Commercial and Residential *Auto Glass
Visit our showroom on Mt. Hope Ave

188 Mount Hope Ave. Rochester, NY 14620
546-8646 * 454-3151 fax
www.flowercityglass.com
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Pete Zizzi

Broker Associate, ABR
Office: (585) 279-8155
peteziza @ findhomz.com

SELLERS

Free
Home
Evaluation

THE SOUTH WEDGE SPECIALIST

Pete Finds the Homes,
Steve Finances Them!

WELLS
FARGD

Steven J. Brower

Sponsored by the Srs. of St. Joseph T
P Y P Home Mortgage Consultant

Office: (585) 267-8832
steven.j. brower@wellsfargo.com

Carpenter & Handyman Services
Since 1995

6 Repairs * Remodels * Restorations 6

Improvements ¢ Maintenance

Free
Mortgage
Evaluation

ROGER C. METHERELL

(585) 234-3854
Member Better Contractor’s Bureau

“Quality Work & Fully Insured”




The Wedge

June-July 2008

COMMUNITY SP

LAK OUT

Making a Great Neighborhood Even Better

By Dr. David Topa

This neighborhood’s great!”
From “Taste of the Neighborhood,”
and the well-attended Halloween
children’s parade to continued
rave reviews of neighborhood
stores and restaurants (including
alarge number of City Newspaper’s
“Best of” awards), the Highland
Park Neighborhood continues to

impress me. However, like many
excellent corporations and organi-
zations, we can’trest on ourlaurels
and must strive to continue to
improve our neighborhood.

How to make our
neighborhood better:

Be an ambassador for the
neighborhood. Invite friends from
the suburbs and other parts of the

&

Toes-Fri 11 ar B pom., Sai

Marianne’s Will Help You
Choose a New Summer Wardrobe

MARIANNE’s

o T

Mdnp' lignis Never an.
MEN'S | WOMENS ICHILDREN'S | JUNIOR'S

792 South Clinton Averiue (near Medes 560 8 442-6910
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041 South Avenue
www.rendkids, org
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“all 473-2858 for more info or a tour

Rochester Chilcfirst Nerwork
A wonderful place for children!

You Buy or Sell.

585-785-2104

www.snddsells.com

Let a Neighbor Help

Susan Sanford, Associate Broker

city to hang out here. Whether
it’s having food and drinks at a lo-
cal establishment or plannning a
playdate at the Meigs and Linden
playground, expose others to all
the great things this area has to
offer. At work and with friends,
talk about how much you enjoy
the neighborhood and encourage
those looking for housing to check
it out. Word of mouth is a great
marketing tool.

Shop locally. The neighbor-
hood is home to a number of great
shops and restaurants that need

our support. By keeping your
money local, you're keeping store-
fronts full and sidewalks thriving,
thus maintaining the safety and
appearance of the neighborhood.

Maintain the neighborhood. If
you go out for a walk, take a small
plastic shopping bag to pick up
errant pieces of trash. While not
glamorous, it sets a good example
for others and keeps the neighbor-
hood looking great.

Don't be afraid to over-invest.
While making improvements to
our home, our mortgage banker

second-guessed us, saying, “You
know, you're really over-improv-
ing for you neighborhood.” Well, if
neighborhoods are to improve and
thrive, we all need to over-invest.
Whether it’s time, money, or effort,
give a little more of yourself to keep
this neighborhood great — I'll bet
you get a great long-term return on
your investment in the form of great
neighbors, ease of living, and being
a part of a wonderful community.
The article firstappeared in The
Buzz, Highland Park Neighbor-
hood Association’s newsletter. A

Highland Hands Massage Center
Opens in Historic German House

Debra Eileen Lewis opened
her new massage clinic, Highland
Hands Massage Center in the His-
toric German House in May. Her
practice offers “therapeutic mas-
sage and bodywork for the whole
family,” said Lewis.

Lewis studied at the Finger
Lakes School of Massage in Ithaca
and graduated as a licensed mas-
sage therapist in 2002. She has
also continued her studies in Cra-
nioScaral Therapy at the Upledger
Institute in Florida and holds a BA

(Arts and Education) from Hobart
and William Smith Colleges.
Highland Hands, German
House. 315 Gregory Street,
Suite 301, (Nicholson Street En-
trance).585-319-7076. www.high-
landhands.com. A

Southwedge Colony
Bar & Grille

continued from page 8

business to balance out this end
of South Avenue, to bring more
people to this end of the Wedge,”
said Wilton.

A grand opening will be held
sometime in June.

503 South Avenue. Hours: Mon-
Sat. 3 p.m. - closing, Sunday 3 p.m.
- closing. In late summer; a Football
NFL Package extends hours to 12
p-m-2am A

Your Ad Could Be Here...

Reaching 7000 Interested Readers

The WEDGE, a not-for-profit newspaper, is published
by the South Wedge Planning Committee, a grassroots
organization serving the South Wedge Urban Village.
The Wedge first appeared in 1982 when it was called
The S.O.S. News. It now boasts a circulation of 7000.
Give us a call at 256.1740, ext. 104.

‘I'hmk Sprmg...‘l'hmk Hunt's

‘.l‘. ELY Y-

.-'.,h:'ﬂ”-,i ,a
'Ll

aﬁx Emﬂg,,, s

: mﬁﬂ-lt'ﬂ"ﬁl h—

a sy

e Window &
Screen Repair

® Rug Cleaning Rentals

¢ “Green Thumb”
Lawn & Garden
Supplies

e Kyanize, True Value,
& Bruning Paints

Hunt's Hardware, Inc.

390 Thurston Road

436-9270
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Publication Design
Informational Animations

o f,' - Website Design and Consultation
: /Jﬁf? wy
o

Contact hoh@grphcly-speaking.com or call 585-766-2721

REWARID]

LOST BLACK CAT! OWNER HEARTBROKEN
SHORT HAIR. MEDIUM TO LARGE FRAME.
BLACK NO MARKINGS OR COLLAR.
GREEN-YELLOW EYES. NEUTERED.

Not especialy friendly, that is not alap cat, but a good boy. May
answer to the name Blackie. Missing since April 27 in Linden Street
area, but Blackie may have roamed.

Please call 585-276-3256 or 585-271-0146

ATTENTION DOG OWNERS!!Y

- Does your dog need: Exercise? Discipline? Focus?
- Can't find the time to walk your pooch?
Call Me!!
| can walk any breed, most temperaments and | love dogs!

John - 506-2069
Pricing reasonable and references available

o | CH.Morse Stamp Co.

528 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620
(585) 454-5188

LU LT
SRR

Visit our web site: www.nymarking.com

Bay Tile, Marble

& Terrazzo

Call for information
John DiProsa

Owner

George Leva Jr.
General Manager

760 South Clinton Avenue
Phone 244-2377 * Fax 244-3953

atlﬂnﬁl%ﬁaas lock

v, pabonal glasshlockine. com

Jonathan McCone (585) 436-4030

o Secunty o Imsulation = Malural Light

a Custom Onders and Installations

a6 Chill Avenue Fochester New York 14611

fé}” e i the

South Wedge

Abeles Building Apartments

L armer of Bosith Avenae & C ;II';_'L-I.'" STPECE
= Mlinures from the Universiny of Rocheseer
s Mewly renovated one bedroom apartments
« Apartments include central ANC & washer/dryer
o Dleluxe Eehena & -\.||:.r|'||'.;'\- wary hagha

= SECIre JOOEE

+ 24 Hour maintenance

Now Feasing

Commanr: Lisa MoGory for

(585) 271-B028

Ei appoaiceal &

SWPC Community Calendar

Finance Committee
Monday, June 9
Monday, July 7
Noon @ 224 Mt. Hope Ave.

Housing & Overlay Commitiee
Wednesday, June 18
Wednesday, July 16
Noon @ 224 Mt. Hope Ave.

NBN Sector 6
Monday, June 9
Monday, July 14
5:30 pm @ Monroe Co. Parks
Dept.

Neighbors Council
Wednesday, June 4
Wednesday, July 2
6:00 pm @ TBA

PAC-TAC
Thursday, June 19
Thursday, July 17
6:00 pm @ 846 S Clinton Ave.

Real Estate Team
Wednesday, June 25
Wednesday, July 30
6:00 pm @ 224 Mt. Hope Ave.

Resource & Marketing Team

SWPC Board of Directors

Wednesday, June 25
Wednesday, July 30
7:30 pm @ TBA

Thursday, June 12
Thursday, July 10
6:00 pm @ 224 Mt. Hope Ave.

“Tool Tips”

By, Ed/Meyers,

SWIRC Teel Libraricn

Standard library
hours are 4 to 6
p.m. on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. We
are also open early
on Saturdays from
9am.tolp.m.

SWPC Tool Library and Spring
Clean Up Go Hand in Hand

A good spring cleaning always
makes the house and yard look
fresh and inviting. Your tool library
has the needed equipment to loan
its members for this worthwhile
activity. Our location is the red
brick building at the corner of 224
Mt. Hope and Hamilton Street.
Look for the white panel sign and
red arrow placed at the side of the
building on the Hamilton St.

Ifyou're not a tool library mem-
ber, there couldn’t be a better time
to join than now. Our fiscal year
runs from July 1, 2008 through
June 30, 2009. Join now and get
full coverage from sign on date
through June 30, 2009. All this at
the same price.

Our short step ladders help
with washing the outside windows
while the taller ladders help with
cleaning the gutters. Lightweight
Mathis Tillers do a bang up job on
flower beds and those vegetable

gardens. Use our roller to flatten
those bumps in your lawn. After-
wards use our hand push or gas
engine mowers to give that grass
aneat trim.

Gotsomebushandtreebranch-
es that need trimming but are too
high to reach? Our long handle
pole saw/branch lopper will make
short work of that task. How about
those walks and garage floors, do
they need a good vacuum? Several
shop vacs are at your disposal for
fast efficient clean up.

Stop in and see our large selec-
tion of garden tools for all kinds
of weeding, edging, and digging.
Shovels, picks, rakes and spades
are available for turning over soil
for planting trees and shrubs.

Been thinking about that new
fence but put it off because of dig-
ging the post holes? We have post
hole diggers on our list of available
tools. Cast iron ground tampers

1 Bedroom
ApartmentS=,_
$695 /' manth |,

_ '

2 Bedroom
Apartments
. $740 / month

also available to finish the post
installation.

Sanding is sometimes needed
to obtain the best finished paint
surface. We have half sheet and
palm sanders to help with this
work.

Stop by for a tour of our two
floors of tools. We have too many
tools to mention in this short
article.

To sign on as a member, bring
check or cash plus photo identifi-
cation. Fill out some easy paper-
work and you're on your way with
the needed tools.

Got questions? Call 256-1740,
ext 107 and ask for Ed.

Got tools no longer need?
Donations to the tool library are
always welcome.

A special note of thanks--We
especially appreciate the recent
tools donated by Mr. J. Edward
Jackson. A
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Studio and 2 Bedroom
Apartments

~
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No Additional Fee for Cats

~

Model Open for Viewing

Rent Includes Heat & Hot Water
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Construction Begins on Highland Hospital Parking Lot!

By Bob Boyd

The former Family Medicine
site at 885 South Avenue has been
cleared and construction has be-
gun on the new parking ramp. The
ramp will be used by employees of
the hospital; it will not be for public
use. This is the culmination of over
a year of community involvement
in this project. Neighbors fought
hard against the ramp as it did

not complement the residential
character of the neighborhood. In
the end after countless meetings,
letters and an unsuccessful court
case the construction is about to
begin. The public input resulted
in the ramp being reduced from 5
levels and 410 cars to 3 % levels
with 349 spaces. This reduced
the massing and shadow effect
significantly. A community design
team was assembled and assisted

in the development of an appropri- Construction schedule is as follows:

ate facade. : : _ _
The original design tried to o 1E\SIg\gllerlinclg)er;crete foundations - early June - completed by

fr?g gilresgllﬁ[ﬁszsgrclig.f %eg]ejvl;;ls d Asphalt binder for surface lot - late October

design is a consistent style and Masonry work begins early November

reflects its purpose as a garage. Interior MEP and finishing work late November

The key features are the use of a Employees begin parking in ramp - January 2009
Compete MEP and finishing work — late March 2009

brick facade; pilasters to create
depth and ice. The wind

Spin ahc a OTCe. e window ¢ Landscaping and final paving — early April 2009
* Project completed hospital

frames have lintels and sills, arch-
ways and awnings. There are slight

hosts opening event for neigh-
bors — April/May 2009

variations in height on the South

Sale )i
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Coqui'’s Journeys: Cultural Gifts, Novelties & Collectibles held a day long Cinco De
Mayo celebration at the shop that included Group Arco Iris Mexicano, (The Mexican
Rainbow) dance troupe. Colorful dancers performed (standing) Zulet Ramos, |7
i and Stephanie Hoppe, | 6; Marissa Gingello, 12;and Natalie Hoppe, |12 while teacher
Adriana Hoppe looked on. Local artist Shelley Saffer created small ceramic animals.
S Saffer travels to Peru to work with El Refugio, a mission youth camp.

BOULDER COFFEECOMPANY PRESENTS

BOULDERFESTIVAL

08, D06, RO/EAMLY . VETNER JULY 25-27, 2008
VISITUSONLINE AT

LOULOU AND THE SHARP SWORD + BABY SHIVER'S BOUTIQUE
BOULDERFESTIVAL.COM

MEDDLESOME MEDDLESOME MEDDLESOMEBELLS + THE VARNISHCODKS
TIGER CRIED BEEF + VELUXE +HINKLEY + [ANDOWNEY IS FAMOUS + NOD
THE GIFTED CHILDREM + ROOTS COLLIDER + JU-JAJUBA + BEV BEVERLY
MANV.MOON +A WONDERFUL+POBOYSBRASS BAND +EDGEOF JUPITER FUR FESTI VAI. DETA I LS

ELECTRIC ORGANIC + THE BICYCATS + BENDING AND BREAKING + MORE!

SPONSOREDBY:
CHMORSE insider | M]ﬂ‘lllﬂ'fﬂ&? CITY s%

STAMP COMPANY

D> CITYOF
ROCHESTER






