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The South Wedge
Victory Garden Opens

By Robert Boyd

An urban farm has sprout-
ed on the vacant lot at 122 Ham-
ilton Street through the efforts
of volunteers from around the
Greater Rochester area. The
Victory Garden provides an
opportunity for South Wedge
residents to have access to low
cost, healthy, fresh vegetables.
The project will also increase
gardeners’ physical activity and
build community.

Over 70 families applied
for a garden space, but unfortu-
nately we were able to accom-
modate only 34. If you would
like to help us grow bigger
Victory Gardens in the future,
please consider contributing to
another site. We could easily
provide 30 additional families
an opportunity to grow their
own produce. Please contact me
at 256-1740, ext 102.

The Garden’s construction
was the work of an incredible
group of 125 volunteers who
provided over 700 hours of la-
bor. Space limitations prevent
us from listing all the names,
but their help was greatly ap-
preciated. We should all take
pride in the garden, and the
people who will have access to
healthy vegetables all summer.

Some volunteers live in the
South Wedge and other sup-
porters came from around the
Rochester area. The building
and filling of the raised beds
was performed as the Eagle
Scout project of lIan Steltmann
of Troop 208 in Fairport, New
York. He coordinated the work
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and recruited additional volun-
teers from his family and scout
troop.

Two groups from the Uni-
versity of Rochester — Alpha
Phi Omega (a service organiza-
tion) cleaned the lot, while the
Net Impact organization at the
University of Rochester’s Simon
School of Business planted for-
sythia and helped fill the beds.

Volunteers from Xerox Cor-
poration came out for the Day
of Caring and built the wooden
arbor at the garden’s entrance,
and performed many other
tasks to make the garden and
neighborhood look so much
better. Volunteers from Clean
Sweep built walkways.

Many businesses provided
in kind support and discounts
to reduce the project costs. Gen-
erous supporters included RC
Shaheen Paint and Decorating
in Fairport, Little Venice Pizza,
Boulder Coffee, Rochester Lum-
ber, the Home Depot in Henri-
etta and the Garden Factory in
Gates.

Many thanks go to Pe-
ter Saxe, administrator of the
Southeast Neighborhood Ser-
vice Center. He provided logis-
tical support in making the proj-
ect a reality. Thanks again to
residents who volunteered their
time to work and for the many
people who provided snacks
and beverages for the workers.

Please come and visit the
garden and see how things are
growing! @

On Saturday May 2, 2009, almost 100 “City ofochester e Sweep”
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Recession Procession Crowd
Jams Wedge Streets

By Nancy O’Donnell

South Avenue was packed
with hundreds of recession
weary walkers during a May 7
neighborhood crawl organized
by City Paper and the Business
Association of the South Wedge
Area (BASWA). Colorfully
called “F%!& the Recession,”
the three-hour evening event
promised low, low prices in
area businesses, cafes and bars.
Ecco Bella Bakery offered 50
cent frosting shots. Lux Lounge
sold $1 PBRs and Hedonist
Chocolates created 25¢ choco-
late medallions.

“We started planning in
March,” said BASWA president
and Historic Houseparts owner
Christine Jones. “The business-
es were very receptive, com-
ing up with ridiculous prices.”
Many of the business owners
were “shell shocked” by the end
of the evening. “Jennifer at He-
donist [Artisan Chocolates] said
she had over 360 people in her
door, and [her shop is] down
an alley. Little Venice ran out
of pepperoni pizza and Casey
[Holenbeck at Mise En Place]
sold tons of meatballs in his buy
one, get one free offer,” said
Jones.

“Beale Street was selling
sliders [mini burgers] and had
a line from the hostess area, out
the door and wrapping around
the building. They had to stop

continued on page 10

volunteers descended upon the South Wedge. They worked on cleaning and
mulching of Byron Street, Star Alley and the South Wedge Victory Garden.
They collected almost fifty bags of trash, spread 20 yards of mulch, and
pulled thousands of weeds. They worked to make our neighborhood better.

(Photo by Robert Boyd)

The Recession Procession attracted hundreds. Enjoying good weather and
good stout at Caverly’s Irish Pub (I-r) Vera Mascaro, Bob Lauterbach, Nikki
DeMocker, Ben Munson, and Vail Auto Friends: Linda and Chris. (Photo by
Nancy O’Donnell)

This Garden of Distinction on Reservoir Avenue invites you to come in and sit
awhile by its two ponds. See more on page 8. (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

Wedgestock 2009 is Coming!

This year Wedgestock will be held on August 30 at the Highland Bowl starting at 2:00 p.m. We will

be featuring local artists who will exhibit and sell some of their arts and crafts as well as a food judging
contest. Expect family fun--kids crafts and games-- as well as various local bands.

Make sure you join us for this South Wedge neighborhood event!
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Star of the Wedge -
Robert Lauterbach

By Nancy O’'Donnell

Robert Lauterbach celebrates his family history with a Lauterbach T-shirt
outside his 1908 carriage house. (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

Robert Lauterbach credits
a still small inner voice, telling
him to buy his grandfather’s
house on Sanford Street, which
got him to the happy place he is
today. Seven years later, he says
“It was the best decision I ever
made.”

“I walk 100 yards to get my
car repaired,” says Lauterbach.
“I walk a 100 yards to get an
Irish stout, 300 yards to get to
my bank, Genesee Co-op. I got
the best corned beef I've ever
eaten on St. Patrick’s Day [last
year] at Mise En Place. Beale
Street. Wine Bar. All are within
walking distance.”

Robert Lauterbach’s family
history is tightly woven with
that of the South Wedge. His
grandfather William opened a
hardware store on South Av-
enue in 1899. Later William's
three sons ran the operation:
“Harold stocked, Bill was Presi-
dent and Herbert was the book-
keeper.” His Uncle Bill kept the
store open until 1995 when he
was in his 90s.

Lauterbach’s father Harold
was born in the Sanford Street
home, and Robert grew up in
the Wedge. He graduated from
R.LT. in 1969 with a B.S. in ac-
counting. With his wife Nancy,
he raised three children, Renata,
Andrew and Sarah, in Pittsford.
And every day he commuted to
his job in the city at RG&E.

In 2002 when his Uncle Bill
put the family home up for sale,
Lauterbach waited a month be-
fore he gave him a call to say, “I
want to buy the house.”

A year later Bob had retired
from RG&E and his own South
Wedge adventure began.

Sitting in the shade of his
huge 1908 carriage house, Laut-
erbach recently reflected on
how much at home he feels in
the Wedge. “There’s a lot of his-
tory here,” said Lauterbach re-
calling family stories.

“One day, one of the horses
escaped the barn and went run-
ning down the driveway,” said
Lauterbach. “My great grand-
mother Fredericka used a big
broom to swoosh him back.”

His wife Nancy also has
roots in the community. Her
family, the Beikirch, lived off
South Clinton Avenue. The cou-
ple met in high school in Hen-
rietta and married in 1969. This

year they celebrate 40 years of
marriage.

Today Lauterbach himself
is adding to Wedge history.
Within months of moving in,
he was walking PAC-TAC for
his new neighborhood and later
he worked with SWPC’s Neigh-
bors Council. When he joined
Calvary St. Andrew Church, he
began working with its Emer-
gency Food Cupboard. Now he
is coordinator of the program.

“I try to stay out of the way.
I have great volunteers,” said
Lauterbach.

The Food Pantry is the only
one in the city open every week
day morning. It responds to the
needs of “100 clients on aver-
age.” Lauterbach praises the
Boys Scouts and Postal Workers
for their food drives and Food-
link for its assistance. (He also
serves on its Advisory Board.)

“We get the unemployed,
the underemployed,” said Laut-
erbach. “Families who are sud-
denly larger because other fam-
ily members move in.”

On the days he’s not con-
tributing to the larger commu-
nity, Bob works on a commu-
nity vegetable garden on a lot
owned by landlord Steve Ding-
man. Along with neighbors Bob
Carr, Chris Iorillo, Debra Lewis
and Lucas Jordan, Lauterbach
tills, weeds and plants. This
year, he’s added “five rows of
corn, 75-80 seeds per row, so if it
all grows, we should have about
400 corn plants” with a row of
green beans, leek seeds with
beets, and a row of turnips.”

“It was a formal garden in
the 1920s and 30s, “said Lauter-
bach. “Mother Nature had tak-
en over the place. It had 30 or 40
maple trees and grape vines.”
(Visit http://picasaweb.google.
com/RBLauterbach/Smallgar-
den# to see photos from Frank
Klinke’s “wonderful garden.”)

If anything in the Wedge
bothers him it’s the “trash trees”
and the lack of fruit trees. “If
you're hungry, plant an apple
or pear tree. I got three bushels
of peaches. I canned last year.”

For now Lauterbach is en-
joying the start of a new sum-
mer, waiting for the arrival of
two new grandchildren, and
happy to be back home in the
Wedge. ®

Letters to the Editor

I just wanted you and your
staff to know what a great job I
think you do with the newspa-
per. I live on Reservoir Ave and
have been reading it faithfully
for a couple of years. I actually
do read it cover to cover. Great
grass roots activism and sharing
of information. Good to see re-
ports on the REAL local news. It
helps the citizens of the Wedge
feel genuinely connected.

Keep up the excellent work.

-- Susan Mandl

Thank you so much for in-
cluding notice of our wedding
in the “South Wedge Social Cal-
endar! (April/May 2009) And
thank you for including infor-
mation to inform people about
the current state of affairs in
New York State, at the federal
level and how that compares
with the U.K.

Our experience is that many
people are not really very aware
of how unfairly lesbian and gay
couples are treated by our cur-
rent laws. Once they are, most
people see the injustice and are
shocked. Our story, like many
others, highlights why the laws
in New York State and at the
federal level need changing.

Thank you for raising
awareness and contributing to
the struggle for civil rights and
marriage equality!

With announcements in
Iowa and Vermont recently the
timing was perfect and your
willingness to publish our story
is greatly appreciated.

Thanks again!

-- Colin Coffey and
Michael Brundage ¢
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Are you a member?"

We need you to join SWPC today. Become a member and receive:

* Unlimited access to the SWPC tool library, [
with over 300 tools at your disposal, free!

* The knowledge that you are helping the |
community you live in

To become a SWPC member, fill out the information below I
and send it along with your payment to:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Please circle one: Membership Level $20 $60 $100

You can also join online at www.swpc.org

Since 1976

The Finest all natural ingredients
made from Scratch!!
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Our Mission Statement
SWPC builds community in the South Wedge,
encourages a full range of housing opportunities,
and promotes a diverse, historically significant, and

commercially sustainable urban village.

Ad Deadline
for Next Issue

July 1
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Mary Staropoli, Adam McFad-
den, Kristin Ault (Photo by Nancy
O’Donnell)

City Councilman
Recognizes Community

Citizen-Activists

South District City Council-
man Adam McFadden honored
two local organizations during a
“State of the South District” Ad-
dress at the Staybridge Suites at
Brooks Landing on April 20.

Kristin Ault, founder of
Dog Walkers Against Crime
(DWAC), and the Highland
Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion (HPNA) were recognized
for their community service.
(HPNA Vice Chairperson Mary
Staropoli accepted the award on
behalf of the group.)

During the ceremony, Mc-
Fadden praised “people who go
above and beyond to help their
community.”

“We should all be able to
shop, live and feel safe in our
districts,” said McFadden.

Ault started her canine-
enhanced group to promote
“community cohesiveness and
to fight and prevent crime.”
DWAC members and animal
companions patrol city streets
on Tuesday nights. In June,
Ault plans to hitch a wagon to
her doggy patroller, Kaya, and
launch a new group, Dog Walk-
ers Against Trash.

HPNA, formerly known as
the Ellwanger Barry Neighbor-
hood Association, includes the
area once owned by world fa-
mous 19th century nurserymen
George Ellwanger and Patrick
Barry. Today HPNA promotes
the community through a vari-
ety of events including a popu-
lar annual Taste of the Neigh-
borhood pot-luck.
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Nativity Preparatory
Academy Moves to the

Wedge

Nativity Preparatory Acad-
emy (NPA) has moved into the
former St. Boniface School and
is preparing for its first stu-
dents. NPA, part of a network
of NativityMiguel schools, will
be co-sponsored by McQuaid
Jesuit School and the Sisters of
St. Joseph under the direction of
Executive Director Bill Carpen-
ter.

Its mission— “breaking the
cycle of poverty through edu-
cation” —focuses on a rigorous
academic education (field trips
included) for disadvantaged
children.

“The school charges limited
tuition,” said Diane Crowley,
NPA spokeswomen.

Five Sisters of St. Joseph
and AmeriCorps interns have
already moved into the convent
next to St. Boniface Church. In
September, the interns will act
as aides in two 5th grade and
two 6th grades classes (12 stu-
dents per class). The school later

plans to expand to include 7th
and 8th.

Classes are held (Septem-
ber-July) from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Students also attend two Satur-
days each month. Although co-
ed, boys and girls are instructed
separately, meeting only during
lunch periods.

For more info, call Imple-
mentation Coordinator Diane
Crowley.

Nativity Preparatory Acad-
emy, 15 Whalin Street, 271-1630.

Chris Koch from Energy Plus. (Photo
by Nancy O’Donnell)

Former South Wedge
Resident Wants to Light
Us Up

Chris Koch’s roots in the
Wedge run deep. His grandfa-
ther Herman lived on Sanford
Street and played violin at the
old German Club. Koch, who
grew up on May Street, remem-
bers when the Fine Arts Theater
on South Avenue played foreign
films.

Today Koch is a communi-
ty development representative
for Energy Plus, a progressive,
independent energy company.
He’s spearheading an effort to
build an energy co-op that will
bring cash spent on energy back
to the community it powers.

“Our rates are identical to
RG&E; the bills will still come
from them,” said Koch. “The
difference is that the sales tax on
delivery goes away, and a retail
credit comes every month. At
the end of the year, customers
get a cash back rebate.”

Energy Plus is licensed and
approved by the New York Pub-
lic Service Commission (PSC),
the New York Independent Sys-
tem Operator (NYISO), and lo-
cal utility companies. To learn
more, visit www.energyplus-
company.com/index.php.
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In Memory of Trauma at
The Method Lab

Amber Johnston’s power-
ful, “In Memory of Trauma,”
was recently exhibited at The
Method Lab Gallery on South
Avenue.

The 28-year-old RIT stu-
dent’s thesis project combined
ten photos and a sound instal-
lation to tell the story of child-
hood sexual molestation.

Johnston began “working
through” the abuse using art
as therapy more than a decade
ago.

“My initial response was
shock. Work like this can be
really difficult,” said Dan Lar-
kin, an associate professor and
program chair and thesis advi-
sor in RIT’s Fine Arts and Pho-
tography Dept. “She handled it
so sensitively, so maturely. She
wasn’t trying to shock but to
raise awareness. It’s really bril-
liant.”

Johnston, who is moving to
Philadelphia, plans to expand
her work into a book length por-
trait of childhood sexual abuse.

Amber Johnston at Method Lab
(Photo by Johannes Bockwoldt)
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Granny’s Not Just
About Ice Cream Any-

more

Granny’s Ice Cream owner
Patrick Belle-Isle has added
something extra to the ice cream
cones, sundaes and pies at his
South Goodman Street shop.
Along with a scoop or two, lo-
cals are flocking to hear Ceildh
Connection, a Scottish small
pipe band, which practices in
Granny’s side parlor one night
each week.

On the freezer front, Belle-
Isle has added five new fla-
vors: Grasshopper Pie (“mint
ice cream with fudge ribbons
and chocolate cookie pieces,
but no grasshoppers”), Coconut
Mango Swirl, Watermelon Sor-
bet, Buffalo Bills Brownie Blitz,
and European Chocolate Cara-
mel Swirl (“made from Belgian
chocolate”).

Marsha Young, who made
a recent visit to Granny’s from
her Cobbs Hill home, had only
praise for her “Bittersweet Sin-
phony” (a  chocolate/coffee
blend) cone.

“It's excellent. You don't
often get bittersweet chocolate,”
said Young. “I felt like I had
sinned [it was so good].”

Granny’s Ice Cream, 793
South Goodman Street. Hours

Mon.-Fri. 2 p.m. — 10 p.m., Sat. &
Sun. 12 p.m. — 10 p.m.

o 7
Ceildh Connection Small Scottish Pip-
ers (Photo by Johannes Bockwoldt)
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Sister Safety Pin Author
Visits the Wedge

Lesbian feminist novelist,
poet and punk musician Dr.
Lorrie Specher made a stop at
Equal=Grounds Coffee House

and Gift Shop and John's Tex
Mex Eatery on South Avenue
during a recent visit to Roches-
ter.

“I like the South Wedge. It
has an old fashioned downtown
feeling,” said Sprecher, who
grew up in Santa Barbara, Cali-
fornia.

Sprecher’s debut novel,
now a lesbian classic, Sister Safe-
ty Pin, details the life and strug-
gles of a young 1980s woman in
her “changing world of punk
rock” while wondering “if a les-
bian... especially a punk lesbi-
an... is supposed to get a Ph.D.”

Sprecher’s received her
own doctorate in English Lit-
erature from the University of
Maryland: “My dissertation was
on Gertrude Stein and Lesbian
feminist theory,” said Sprecher.

She later turned from lit-
erature to music. The debut al-
bum of her one-woman band
Sugar Rat, entitled “Rats Have
Rights,” was released in 2001. In
2002, Sprecher released her fol-
low-up, “The Opposite of Pop-
ular.” Both albums were self-
distributed and are available
via iTunes or Sprecher’s web-
site (http://sugarrat.indiegroup.
com/). She has also contributed
songs to the Revolutionary As-
sociation of the Women of Af-
ghanistan (RAWA).

“I was really upset at what
was happening there under
the Taliban. I found RAWA, a
secular group. They’re based in
Pakistan. They do clandestine
programs that teach women to
read,” Sprecher said.

She is currently working on
her second novel. She shares a
home in Syracuse with her ani-
mal companion Kurt, a German
Shepherd/Australian kelpie
mix. “She’s the most beautiful
girl in the entire world.”

Lorrie Sprecher at Equal=Grounds.
(Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)
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SWPC Board member

Dave Halter Update
SWPC Board member and
South Wedge advocate Dave
Halter, who suffered a stroke
in late April, is now recuperat-
ing at Kirkhaven. Visitors are
welcome. Cards may be sent
to Dave c¢/o 254 Alexander St.,
Rochester, NY 14607, 461-1991.
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Happy Birthday, Dear
Freddy

The new improved Lam-
berton Conservatory was the
scene of a birthday celebration
for Frederick Law Olmsted,
famed 19th century American
landscape designer best known
for Central Park.

In Rochester, Olmsted de-
signed Highland, Genesee, and
Seneca Parks along with small-
er Jones Park and Washington
Square. He also helped in the
development of Maplewood
Park.

The birthday party was
hosted by the Highland Park
Conservancy and the Monroe
County Parks Department. Co-
sponsors included the Land-
mark Society of Western New
York’s Olmsted Parks Sub-
committee and The Friends
and Neighbors of Seneca Park
reported Tim O’Connell, co-
organizer of the event and
member of the Highland Park
Conservancy.

JoAnn Beck, chair of the
Olmsted  Subcommittee  of
the Landmark Society Pres-
ervations Issues Committee,
was co-organizer along with
Miriam Ganze, a member of
Friends and Neighbors of Sen-
eca Park.

Frederick Law Olmsted'’s Birthday
Partyers (Photo by James Graves)
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Urbavores Offers Back-
yard Garden Aid

Urbavores, a new green
garden building business, has
moved into the South Wedge.
Owners Beth Donovan and
Mikey Antinore’s mission is to
“empower families and com-
munities to produce their own
food, organically, in their own
yards, and establish a healthy,
diverse harvest.”

The couple design, install
and maintain food-produc-
ing urban/suburban gardens.
They’ll even harvest, wash it
and deliver it to your back door.

Add to that: attention to
environmental sustainability,
using heirloom varieties, drip
irrigation, composting, rainwa-
ter reclamation, and, of course,
completely chemical and pesti-
cide-free practices.

To learn more, call (518)
421-2802 or email Urbavores@
gmail.com. ¢
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(585) 234-3864
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“Quality Work & Fully Insured”

Ok




The Wedge

June - July 2009

By Allison Clark

BASWA Pours on the

Pancake Batter

BASWA Members teamed
up with School #12 PTA to
serve pancakes to 700 students
on May 4. The students partici-
pated in a maple syrup project
(tapping nearby trees!) and
BASWA thought that the chil-
dren should enjoy the syrup
of their labors. Volunteers in-
cluded SWPC Director Bob
Boyd, Premier Pastry’s Philip
Duquette and Paula Stadtmill-
er, Hedonist Chocolatier Jenni-
fer Posey, and School #12 PTA
member Lori Brice.

Robert Boyd, Lori Brice, Philip
Duquette and Jennifer Posey in the
kitchen of School #12. (Photo by
Paula Stadtmiller)
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Gregory Street Block
Club Hosts Family Fun

Game Night

Gregory Street block club
is hosting a family fun game
night Monday, June 22 at Marie
Daley Park starting at 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited to attend.
Bring frisbees and other games.
Refreshments will be provided.
This is a great way to enjoy the
outdoors and meet some new
neighbors.

0—<O%—O—%O>—O
The Highland Park
Library Summer

Programs for Kids

Highland Park Library
summer program runs July
6-August 14. Pick up your spe-
cial calendar pages to help you
keep track of the hours that you
read or are read to. We'll have
small prizes to reward your
progress. Registration required.

Dogs in the Library, Thurs.
July 9, 2:00-3:00 p.m.Come meet
a group of mellow therapy dogs
from Strong Pets. You can even
sit down and read to one of
them! Ages 5 and up.

Body Art, Thurs, July 16,
2:00-3:00 p.m. Have your face
painted by a professional (or
have your arm or leg decorat-
ed). Be Spiderman for the day,
or a tiger, or a frog! Ages 5-15.

Get Creative, Wed., July 22,
2:00, Ages 6-12.

Magic! Magic! Magic!,
Thurs., July 23, 2:00-3:00 p.m.,
Ages 5 and up.

Building Structures,
Thurs., July 30, 2:00 p.m., Ages
4 and up.

Nature Craft, Thurs., Au-
gust 6, 2:00 p.m. Meet in High-
land Park in front of the Conser-
vatory. Ages 5 and up.

Mystery Scavenger Hunt,
Thurs., August 13, 2:00 p.m.
Meet in Highland Park in front
of the Conservatory. Look for
clues to solve a mystery! Parent
or guardian must attend. In case
of rain we’ll meet at the library.

Ages 6 and up.

Movie Mondays Enjoy a
movie at the library each Mon-
day in July at 4:00. All are G-rat-
ed. Bring a blanket and pillow
and get comfy.

Books in the Park Wednes-
days at 11:30, July 8-August 12
(weather permitting. Ages 2-6.)

Join us for stories, songs,
puppets and more. Bring a blan-
ket to sit on. We'll meet near the
poet’s garden, across from the
Conservatory on Reservoir Ave.

If weather is questionable,
call Alexandra at 428-8227 to
confirm.
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Dog Walkers Against

Crime Summer Beat

DWAC will meet ev-
ery Tuesday at 7 p.m. except
when rainy or windy. Updated
schedules as well as cancel-
lations due to weather can be
found at www.dogwalkers-
againstcrime.com. Dog Walk-
ers Against Trash will begin in
conjunction with DWAC Tues-
days starting June 8.
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The Hamilton Tenants

Elects New Officers

On April 23, The Hamilton
Tenants Association held its
election for new officers. Elected
to service are: Yvonne Williams,
president; Annie Rose Gideon,
vice president; and Monroe
Holland, treasurer. The officers

will serve in these positions un-
til April 2011.

Yvonne Williams swears in Monroe
Holland as Treasurer of The Hamil-
ton Tenants Association. (Photo by
Allison Clark)

South Avenue Beautifi-

cation Projects
Concrete planters are filling
with sweet potato vine, licorice,
ornamental grasses, petunias
in the coming weeks thanks to
BASWA. The Garden Factory
greenhouses grew the arrange-
ments from seed. Last year’s
plastic pots are being used to
save money and resources.
Business owners are asked to
help keep garbage out of the
planters close to their busi-
nesses; BASWA will keep them
watered and fertilized.

The business association

has also purchased three new
cast iron benches that will be in-
stalled on Mt. Hope Avenue at
the new bump outs when they
are completed. They will add
more banners to the new street
lights once they are installed.

by .v-_ R
B X -
SWPC Summer Intern Bobby Blocker
(Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

SWPC Welcomes Intern

Bobby Blocker

During the school year, Bobby
Blocker, 20, works in the
kitchen at French Road Elemen-
tary School.

“This is much better than some
of the summer jobs I've had,”
said Blocker, who works as an
office assistant.

Blocker lives with his family in
the EImwood Avenue neighbor-
hood.

O—<O%—©—%O>—O
Third Thursday Con-

certs Begin in Star Alley

Third Thursday Concert
Series 2009 begins on May 21
and continues through October
15. Along with the free music,
a Summer Stimulus Series will

Community Builders

repeat the giant success of the
Recession Procession (see story
on page 1).

o—<o%—o—%o>—o
Highland Park Conser-

vancy Pruning Demo

On Saturday, June 13, 9:00
a.m., Mark Quinn and Noelle
Nagle will conduct a discussion
and demonstration on “Prun-
ing: What is It and How are You
Supposed to Do It?” You will
get to watch the experts prune a
lilac. Meet at the Pansy Bed.

040%—0—%0%
New Art Totems to Line

South Avenue

Business Association of the
South Wedge Area (BASWA)
received ten totem designs that
they selected as finalists reports
President Christine Jones.

“Nine local artists created
these designs for us, including
two of last year’s artists, three
RIT Students, and four other
experienced craftspeople,” said
Jones. The sculptures will also
serve as bicycle racks and will
be installed in the commercial

area from Byron Street to Aver-
ill, and on Gregory Street near
Cayuga. They will be unveiled
at the Third Thursday event on
June 18.

o—<o%—0—%0>—o

Many thanks to AHC

SWPC and Joint Venture
Partners Marketview Heights
Association, NCS Community
Development Corporation and
North East Area Development
want to express our thanks to
the NYS Affordable Housing
Corporation (AHC) for award-
ing our partnership $600,000 in
grant funding.

Half of these funds will be
used to supplement the part-
nership’s Emergency Assis-
tance Repair Program contract
with the City of Rochester. The
other half will supplement re-
pairs in the city’s focused in-
vestment areas.

The NYS AHC has been
very generous in its support of
owner-occupied home repair
programs in the Rochester area,
and we are grateful for their
continued support. ¢

Need a Doctor ?

We offer care for your entire family.

Highland Family Medicine

777 South Clinton Avenue, near Meigs Street

+ Evening and Saturday hours
+ Pregnancy care
+ Timely appointments available

For an appointment call

279-4889

* On-site lab
« Mental health services
+ On-site pharmacy

FhitHeann' Hoseial
e ’uh‘--l
A affillate of the
Lirpmrsity of Rog heter
Mexlival Ceinten

Studio
18'5" x 112"x 16'2"

cL

93" x 52"

Entry

= Everything is New--

Appliances, Flooring,
Cabinets, Bathrooms!

a All Ufilities Included

= Affordable Rents

= Rental Assistance
Available for Qualified
Applicants

= Elevafors

]

A )
A conifer

NEWLY RENOVATED
AFFORDABLE,
ACCESSIBLE
STUDIO
APARTMENTS

185 Mount Hope, Rochester, NY 14620
email: thehamilton@coniferlic.com
www.coniferliving.com
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South Wedge Market Opens with
Inagural Lettuce Toss

By Vicki and Chris Hartman

The South Wedge Farmers’
Market opens for its third year
of operation on Thursday, June
4 with an exciting Opening Day
Celebration. Join us for the Inau-
gural Lettuce Toss! The Market
will continue to run each Thurs-
day, June through October from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m., behind Boulder
Coffee Company (the corner of
S. Clinton and Alexander). For
more information, visit online
at www.swfarmersmarket.org
and make sure you are signed
up to get weekly newsletters on
what’s happening at the market.

After much evaluation
and community input, the
South Wedge Farmers’ Market
is poised to be an even more
amazing community resource
this year. Expect to find more
selections and varieties of foods,

a broader range of price options,
more sustainable food choices,
and prepared foods to eat at the
market. And don’t forget the
live music and free kids activi-
ties every week!

Look for the market’s 2009
posters and fliers. The market
community of neighbors, farm-
ers, organizers, and shoppers
is being celebrated and fea-
tured! One of the South Wedge
Farmers’ Market’s themes for
2009 will be a celebration of
the “Market Community”. As
part of this, market organizers
are working to gather portraits
of everyone that has been part
of the South Wedge Farmers’
Market story: neighbors, farm-
ers, organizers, shoppers, musi-
cians, visiting artists, and com-
munity supporters. Portraits

ROCHES W YORK

SOUTH WEDGE.
FARMERS MARKET

have all ready been taken for
the posters, but we will con-
tinue to take more portraits
throughout the season at the
market. Be part of the historical
documentation of this project
and the market’s public art ini-
tiative around community and
food. There will be an on-line
gallery and various displays at
the market and around town,
showcasing the Market Family
Photo Gallery!

Come see what has become
one of the most successful and
exciting farmers’ markets in
the area, join your friends and
neighbors and find the finest
of fresh, affordable foods, and
enjoy Thursdays in the Wedge!
See you at the market! ¢

Hours: Mon. -Fri. 8-5:30
=

757S hyall AUtOmOtlve
@ e 271-2406

686 Clinton Avenue South
271-5179

Foreign

General
Automobile
Repairing

Domestic

&

Free Downtown
Transportation

Electronic Diagnosis & Tune-Ups

Carburetor Service
Alternators/Regulators/Electrical

Suspension & Drive Train
Air Conditioning/Cooling

Brakes

Exhaust
24 Hours Flatbed Service

Certified technicians
American & Foreign

—
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TY ELECTRIC CORR

“Serving the South Wedge since 1970"

Electrical Contractors
* Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial
Bucket Trucks

423-6300

Let a Neighbor Help
You Buy or Sell.

Susan Sanford, Associate Broker

585-785-2104

www.sn4dsells.com

SLOAYN Columbus

Since 1911

division

e
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Always There For You®

Atias Pfumﬁt

MASTER PLUMBERS L.C. 263
271-3460

Jeff Atias

1023 South Clinton Ave.
Rochester, New York 14620

MISE

Bring this ad in to
receive a free can of
Coke with a purchase
of any large sub.

All of our subs are made
with premium Boar’s
Head meats.

Valid June 4th - June 30th

Limit one per person.

www.misenplacemarket.com

683 South Avenue 325.4160
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The lot at 122 Hamilton

The empty lot at 122 Hamilton before the Victory Garden renovations

.......Q........Q.é.o.y.é

Eagle Scouts from Troop 208 begin building the rais
all 28 boxes as part of his community service projec

Some saw an empty lot.
SWPC Executive Director Robert
Boyd envisioned community
vegetable gardens

'y OTETIANA COUNUIL BOY SCUUTSOF AMERICH

Eagle Scout
Community

‘Service Project
I progress

Victory Garden planners
calculated that the lot could
hold twenty-eight 4x8 raised
beds. One plot is wheelchair

accessible

................h.r;i.té.d..w.a.y.’.s..o.a.y..0}065}36600.............

The Arbor raising at the garden’s entrance brought volunteers from Xerox Corporation to help the Wedge.
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cout Troop 208 » Clean Sweep 2009
Clean Sweep attracted about 100 volunteers. Many

ed beds and filling them with top soil and compost. lan Steltmann completec{ Sene e -
t. Helping the South Wedge helped lan become an Eagle Scout. joined in the building of the Victory Garden.

Completed Victory Garden

(Top left) Linda Coleman, Tracey Seville and Rose O’Keefe enjoy the finished walkway and pagoda in the Victory Garden. On top
right and below, beds are now filled with seeds and sprouts, trellises are ready for climbing beans and cucumbers. Next up, wait-
ing, weeding, watering.
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Gardens of Distinction

By Nancy O’Donnell

Some might argue that
our entire community could be
nominated as a garden of dis-
tinction. Pocket or palatial, gar-
dens are blooming all over our
neighborhoods because of the
hard work and good taste of our
gardeners.

Here are just three of our
favorites. Look for more in our
August/September issue.

Washburn’s “Working

Woman’s Garden’

Alexandra  Marris’  de-
scribes her “pie-shaped piece of
land” as a “working woman'’s
garden.”

At the end of a work day
in summer, Marris goes to her
vegetable garden and asks her-
self, “What’s for dinner?” She’s
planted collard greens, kale,
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers
and lots of salad greens includ-
ing mesclun alongside a bank of
old raspberry bushes.

“Everything is organic, and
much is started by seed,” says
Marris who often gardens into
the dark on weekdays and de-
pends on “ a lot of mulching.”

Marris’ ultimate goal is to
slowly “bump out” all the grass
on her property. In her second
garden, beds filled with hos-
tas increase in width with each
year.

Friends have also helped
her to expand. One long-time
neighborhood resident, Doro-
thy Curran (now deceased)
gifted her with a “Gaillardia,” a
colorful daisy-like flower.

“Every time the plant

comes up I think of Dorothy.”
says Marris. “It's a good way to
remember people.”

Her front yard contains a
“Dutch Garden” complete with
red clay rooster statue, tulips, fe-

verfew, and Johnny Jump ups.
Nearby Marris has added Solo-
mon Seal, ornamental grasses,
poppies and a pink hydrangea.
A new Mother’s Day present
from her son, a yellow ceramic
dragonfly, joins the flowering
crabapple tree and lilac bushes.
On the side, Marris’ pergola
provides privacy when clematis
vines are in bloom.

Marris’ special gardening
tip: “Observe. Be in tune with
nature. See what [plants] do.
You have to watch. You have to
look at them everyday. You'lll
get to know they're stressed.”

Her biggest gardening
surprise? “I got a call from a
neighbor who said, ‘Hey, do
you know you have a pumpkin
on your roof?”” I found that the
vine had crawled up to the shed
roof. I got a pumpkin a foot in
diameter.”

Oakland Street’s Memo-

ry Garden

“On my first year here I
planted a weeping larch on
Mother’s Day in honor of my
mother,” said Paula Frumusa
speaking of her deceased moth-
er Shirley.

The tree in her small front
yard has grown into a graceful
“S” shape that she carefully cul-
tivates to remember her mother.

“] wanted my house to feel
like a cottage in the wood,”
says Frumusa, pointing to the
“wonderful locust tree” that
fronts her house. “I was living
in Greece, and I fell in love with
the South Wedge.”

She has achieved the
“woodland garden” filling her
garden beds with delicate Lily
of the Valley, Forget-me-nots,
Bleeding Heart, Bachelor But-
tons and Drumstick Allium.

Like many of the neighbor-

Marris’ Dutch garden with clay rooster (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

hood gardeners, Frumusa wel-
comes giveaways and exchang-
es. Her tulips came courtesy of a
Highland Park replanting a few
years ago (the Park now charges
for the bulbs). The green ferns
that fringe her steps came from
a trip to the Adirondacks. Next-
door neighbor David Sell gave
her some purple brunnera and
“lots of moral support” as she
began her garden.

“She surpassed me this
year, “ said Sell.

Frumusa continues to add
to her front garden including a
Japanese maple while enjoying
an established her back garden.

This garden contains straw-
berries, raspberries and roses,
a Rose of Sharon and Butterfly
Bush.

Reservoir Avenue’s Lily

Pond Paradise

Carol and Paul Gardner’s
front yard on Reservoir Avenue
is a showplace of verdant greens
and colorful brights along with
a carefully placed driftwood
natural sculpture.

“The garden is always in
the process of changing—big-
ger, bigger and bigger,” says
Carol, who admits that she
doesn’t keep the identifying
tags on some of her plantings.
Being surprised by what comes
up is part of the fun. “I don’t
even know the names [for some
of the plants].”

Head for the backyard, and
you'll discover an enchanted
water-filled garden that seems
far away from city life.

A deep purple wisteria
hangs above the entrance to the
back garden next to a brilliant
pink and white cherry tree. In-
side two ponds share the space.

On one, the Gardners have
placed a giant standing stone
frog above the lily pad and
waterlily-flowered pond swim-
ming with orange fish. Water
hyacinths are planted to “keep
the water clean.”

“We had two large koi,”
says Carol. “One day they dis-
appeared.” She’s still not sure
where they went or who took
(ate?) them.

In summer, Carol says
she can “spend all day poking
around.”

“I put annuals in pots, and
I put in whatever catches my
eye,” Carol says. @

East Const/ West Coast - what's our _@/e?

Fast const e@e or west coast casual,

. ! _/.(’. -Ih h . .’.:‘
Pam Frumusa’s Oakland Street garden (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

. .

Garden of Distinction on Oakland Street. (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

3 S

The Gardner’s second pond (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

we've sized our street worf@ ca/af

for both men and women!
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YOUR DOLLAR GOES FURTHER
IN THE SOUTH WEDGE:

John’s Tex Mex: $1.50 Empanadas/$1.50 Select Beers 4:00-6:00

Specials are
valid on:
June 18, Jul
16, August 26
Only, unless
otherwise
speciﬁed.

Hedonist Chocolates: 25 cent Chocolate Medallions 5:00-8:00
Historic Houseparts: 25% Off New Garden Items 5:00-6:00
Echo-Tone Music: 10% off Everything in Store 5:00-8:00
Godiva’s: 20% Off Everything in the Store 5:00-7:00
Caverly’s Irish Pub: $3 Irish 20 oz Pints 5:00-8:00
Thread: 10% Off Everything in the Store 5:00-7:00

Lux Lounge: $§1.00/PBR Cans 8:00-10:00

Little Venice Pizza: $1.00/Slice 5:00-8:00

Premier Pastry: $3 Cupcakes at Star Alley Park

Solera Wine Bar: §3 Glasses of Wine/$2 Bottles Heineken 5:00-8:00 oo
Headz Up Hats: Buy One Hat Get the Second Hat 1/2 Price 5:00 ~ 8:00

Beale St. Cafe: Free Live Music! $§2 CustomBrewcrafter Pints 6:00-10:00

The Keg: Free Live Music! and $6 Pilchers and $1 Pints Select Beers 7:00 til
Henna Rising: $3 off Body Art at Star Alley Park from 7-10 June 18, 8-10 August 20
Personal FX: BUY ONE Hair Product GET ONE FREE (Select Products Only) 6:00-9:00
Renewing Massage: Free 10 minute Chair Massage at Coffee Connection from 6-7:30
Coffee Connection: Test Your Luck, Win Stuff- Spin the “Wheel of Recovery” 5-8:00
Open Face Sandwich Eatery: Free Summer Iced Tea w/Purchase of A Sandwich 4-7:00
South Wedge Farmer’s Market: $4 Local Bloody Marys (Non-Alcoholic) Star Alley 8-10

Tap & Mallet:
JUNE 18/AUGUST 20: §1 off Seasonal Drafts 5:00-8:00
JULY 16: $3 pints of Flying Dog - “In-Heat Wheat”

Mise En Place:

JUNE 18: $4 Chicken Cutlet Sandwich w/Pesto Mayo, Lettuce, Tomato 5:00-8:00
JULY 16: $2.50 DIRTY DOGS Zweigles Red or White Hot with Chili & Cheddar 5:00-8:
00

AUGUST 20: Buy One Meatball Get One Free! 5:00-8:00

Eco Bella Bakery:

JUNE 18: 25 cents from each purchase donated to Farm Sanctuary 5:00-8:00

JULY 16: 25 cents from each purchase donated to Wayne County Humane Soc. 5-8:00
AUGUST 20: 25 cents from each purchase donated to AIDS Rochester 5:00-8:00

Pinky’s Pet Connection:
JUNE 18: 20% off all Cha Cha Couture Line 5:00-8:00
JULY 16: 1/2 Off Barker’s Dozen 5:00-8:00

MINT 20 u o SR ~ O .
AUGUST 20: $1.00 Off Doggie Brew 5:00-8:00 July 16th:
D DAYS
OF SUMMER

Mise Ln Place: 5250 Dirly Dogs-
Zweigles Red or White Hal with

upﬂcﬁ::r%@h%d P Chili & Chieddar

J? 3 JH y l"’ink\_'t"}\-zl Cnnnml.iun: — w £
op (nd: a0d Hall-Price Barkers il
PG"E&!DE ’wﬂ Dozen Dog lreul s! f .

Tap & Mallol:: R e
53 pints of Fying Dog “ln-Heal Wheal” Max

Eco-Bella Bakery:
Dog Paws Cookies Availablel 25 cents from each
sale donated 1o Wayne County Humane Society

Bring oul your dogs!
Sauth Wedge Pels & Owners Group
Portrait i Star Alley at 700 PM!
All Welcome.

20:
8 00-‘1&%%3%1‘.6 i-ngers!
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Recession Procession
continued from page 1

selling them because they didn’t
have the staff to do it.”

Even Damaris Rivera at
Pinky’s Pet Connection farther
down South Ave reported sell-
ing record numbers of barkery
biscuits.

City Newspaper
Executive Annalise Iannone
said the paper was also sur-
prised by the turnout. “We were
looking at up-and-coming busi-
ness districts with a variety of
shops within walking distance
[in planning the business pro-
motion],” said Iannone. “The
Wedge is absolutely perfect.
One-half mile of goodness.”

A newspaper’s tent offered
giveaways and freebies. Some
60 umbrellas, 250 pins and a
case of tote bags just “disap-
peared” early in the evening.

The newspaper estimated

Accounts

June - July 2009

at least 500 came for the event.
“The response was tremendous.
City readers have the mentality
of supporting local businesses.
The Wedge is active on its own,
but we saw new faces. Folks
told us they came from Brigh-
ton, Penfield and Pittsford,”
said lannone.

Tanya Zwahlen, SWPC
Board member and urban plan-
ner, was thrilled by the traffic
jam at South and Gregory.

“It was great. Pedestrians
had taken over the street,” said
Zwahlen. “There was this great
energy. People outnumbered
the cars. I saw lots of new faces.”

“We did a strategic plan
[SWPC does one annually] five
years ago,” Zwahlen added.
“We were asked to envision
what the South Wedge should
look like. [The Recession Pro-
cession] was it. Tons of people.
Shops were open. It was city liv-
ing at its best.”

Shop Local :
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Where Health Is A
Community Effort

417 South Avenue
Rochester, New York

585-325-5260

Personal & Family Counseling
Literacy & GED Tutoring

Health care for the uninsured

Sponsored by the Srs. of St. Joseph

Primary Health Care

For more information,
call 585-325-5260

& Barry Nurs%

=,
CBNS®

o
(b\ﬁ\

Birn o \\“\'
"® Fimilies Gmw“%e\

Ellwanger-Barry Nursery School
A Cooperative Preschool

open enrollment
585.461.4250

for more information

Near U of R @ 4 E. Henrietta Rd.

for ages 3 -5

www.ebns.org

BASWA plans to run a re-
peat--Summer Stimulus Series--
during the Third Thursday Mu-
sic Series May 21 — October 18 at
Star Alley (next to Lux).

“We're also going to have
an open stage at Nathaniel
Square,” said Jones, “and may-
be more of John’s Tex Mex Eat-
ery’s $1.50 empanadas as well.”

Some Wedge Businesses were a tad
squeamish about the name, until the
Recession Procession brought hun-
dreds to the South Wedge. (Photo
courtesy of City Paper)

SWPC Tool
Library Hours

Visit Us!
e Saturday 9a.m.-1 p.m.
e Tuesday and Thursday
3p.m.-6p.m.
e Or by appointment
(256-1740, ext. 102)

Manor
Parkway
Apartments

Studio and 2 Bedroom
Apartments
Rent Includes Heat & Hot
Water

No Additional Fee for Cats

Model Open for Viewing

-ﬁ"[t&-l% 0

FPARIK WAY

*Window &
Screen Repair

* Custom Paint
Matching

* Rug Cleaning Rentals

* “Green Thumb”
Lawn & Garden
Supplies

» Garden Tool Sharpening

* Commercial &
Residential Cleaning
Products

* Galvanized &
Aluminum Gutter
Supplies

* Kyanize, True Value,
& Bruning Paints

Hunt’s Hardware, Inc.
390 Thurston Road

436-9270

585.244.3337

www.dentistrywithaheart.com

Comfortable and Relaxing!

A comfortable and relaxing dental experience is
what Contemporary Dentistry is all about. Having
undergone extensive continuing education in the
areas of aesthetic and complex dental restoration,
doctors and staff have the compassion and
expertise you need for the most comfortable and
relaxing dental experience possible.

2052 S. Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14618

our

New Patient Offer
$50 OFF Any Dental Procedure

Mention this ad at initial visit and receive $50.00 OFF any dental procedure.
Not valid on dental cleanings. Restrictions apply. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Offer expired 8/31/2009.

RESTORE

ENHANCE

CONTEMPORARY
DENTISTRY, PLLC

Arlene Messner DDS

Anna V. Belous DDS




The Wedge
June - July 2009 11

Averill Avenue is
Daffy for Daffodils

By Doug Root

Thanks to the City of Roch-
ester, Averill Avenue residents
between South and Mount
Hope Avenues are enjoying a
burst of yellow this spring.

Last fall, neighbors on
Averill Avenue took advantage
of the city’s program which pro-
vided daffodils to city residents
interested in beautifying their
streets.

“It’s nice to see the burst of
color from the hundreds of daf-
fodils,” says Doug Root, Averill
Avenue resident and gardener.

This is just the start of
what’s to come on Averill in the
coming year. Residents Doug
Root, Cheryl Stevens and Brian
Moore are bringing back the

Daffodils brighten even the fire
hydrant. (Photo provided by Doug
Root)

Averill Avenue Block Club to
help revitalize and unite the
street. Plans include more land-
scaping improvements in ad-
dition to the fun activities for
neighbors.

“It's an exciting time to
live in the South Wedge,” said

Stevens, a long time resident
of Averill. “It has taken many
years to achieve the renaissance
we are now seeing.” 4

Averill Avenue daffodil beautification
(Photo provided by Doug Root)

Small World Bakery Changes to
Home Delivery

By Small World Collective

For a year and a half now,
Small World Bakery has been
baking whole-grain breads from
local, organic ingredients and
selling them at farmers’ markets,
health food stores, and, briefly,
from a makeshift storefront in
the South Wedge. The group re-
cently developed another way
for people to get their breads:
a membership program based
on weekly neighborhood deliv-
eries. The program is modeled
after the Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) concept, in
which members sign up with
a farm and receive fresh fruits
and vegetables every week for
the entire season. While there
are many CSAs providing fresh
produce in the Rochester area,
Small World Bakery is the first
to offer baked goods.

The membership program
helps strengthen the connec-
tions between farmers, bakers,
and eaters. Since Small World
buys its wheat directly from lo-
cal farmers, knowing how much
bread to make ahead of time is a
big help to the bakery.

“We're now able to tell our
farmers in advance how much
of each crop welll be need-
ing.” says baker Luke Stodola.
“We’ve had many cases where
we’ve sold more than expect-
ed and run out of ingredients.
When a member joins, we're

“We love them when you have to leave them”

Professional pet sitting services in the comfort of the pet’s home.

Call 662-8498

www.rochesterpetsitting.com

* Family owned and oper-
ated.

* Insured, bonded, and pet
first aid certified.

* Daily dog walking service
now available.

2 Bedroom Apartments

$785/month

]
=
>
&
]
=
w

C.H. Morse Stamp Co.

528 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620
(716) 454-5188

Visit our web site: www.nymarking.com

able to make sure we'll have
enough ingredients on hand to
make their bread every week.”

After the bread is baked, itis
delivered to locations through-
out the Rochester region. Mem-
bers could pick up at their work,
school, church, or community
center, at a neighborhood busi-
ness or farmers’ market, or
even just at a neighbor’s house.
People who belong to a CSA for
vegetables can choose to pick up
their bread at the same time they
get their regular share. “Pick up
location are being added regu-
larly,” says baker Eli Rubin. “As
more people in a neighborhood
join we will start biking out to
additional neighborhood drop
spots.”

The cost of a member-

ship depends on the type and
amount of bread; $200 each
year gets you one loaf a week
along with occasional extras like
sweets, granolas, and specialty
breads. Details can be found
online at www.smallworldbak-
ery.com or by calling Eli at 609-
802-1641.

While the bakery has closed
its South Wedge storefront, it
will continue selling at neigh-
borhood farmers” markets,
including the South Wedge
Farmers’” Market, which begins
this year on June 4th, and the
Monroe Village Farmers’ Mar-
ket, which begins on June 17th.
Abundance Co-op also carries

many items from Small World
Bakery. ¢

Premier Dog Training

Diane J. Gardner, CPDT
Certified Pet Dog Trainer

585-764-8187
Email: PremierPets@rochester.rr.com
Member: Association of Pet Dog Trainers

SOUTHVIEW TOWERS

Affordable Housing

1 Bedroom Apartment Available

All Utilities Included « Pet Friendly
On Bus line * 24 Hour Maintenance
Activities/Events Offered

Professionally Managed by

LANDSMAN

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Call 325-2580 @& ()

ORRBATINTY

Gead

—_—

« Enriching school environment

« Convenient extended hours
from 6:30AM to 5:30PM

¢ Full and part-time enrollment

after-school “Kids Club”

941 South Avenue
www.rcn4kids.org

SERVING CHILDREN SINCE 1857

Rochester Childfirst Network
A wonderful place for children!

« Outside play on 4+ tree-lined acres

» Breakfast, snacks, & lunch included

« Enrolling toddler, pre-school, and

« Welcoming kids 18 mo. to 6th grade

» We offer small class sizes, diverse setting,

field trips, summer camp & more!

Call 473-2858 for more info or a tour
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Wedge History - Southview Towers and Elliot Landsman

By Ben White

In the early 1970s, before
the South Wedge was as we
know it today, the corner at
South Avenue and Alexander
Street were similar to today’s
intersection in name only. No
Nathaniel Square, no grocery
store, no South Wedge Colony
sports bar, and no building ex-
ceeding three-stories in height.
The intersection was populated
with slum housing and a Texaco
station that had been the site of
more than one homicide.

It was around this time that
the New York State Urban De-
velopment Corporation (UDC),
operating today as the Empire
State Development Corporation
(UDC), took notice of the south
side of Rochester. Hoping to
provide state-subsidized hous-
ing as well as rejuvenate the
area, the UDC looked for some-
one to take on the task of devel-
oping their first facility in the
region. Elliot Landsman, at the
urging of his socially-conscious
college age children, decided he
could be the person to make it
happen.

Mr. Landsman had no ex-
perience with developing hous-
ing complexes prior to building
Southview; his background was
in industrial commercial proj-
ects. Undeterred, he embarked
on a task to develop what
would become one of the area’s
premiere and cutting-edge af-
fordable housing development.
To accomplish this, he and his
late wife Dottie took the time
to investigate what other area
senior housing facilities lacked.
Mr. Landsman said that simply
listening to the needs of tenants
provided him with a blueprint
for a successful housing com-
plex.

“It became a sense of mis-
sion because we saw an unmet

need,” said Landsman.

Although many of the ame-
nities Southview provides for its
tenants seem commonplace by
today’s standards, Mr. Lands-
man noted there was a surpris-
ing lack of foresight in many of
the facilities of the time. Devices
such as lever-operated door
handles and low-rise bathtubs
with safety handles and regu-
lated water temperatures were
innovative conveniences back
then. He made sure windows
were lowered so that tenants
in wheelchairs could watch
the world outside. Parquet
floors were installed so those in
wheelchairs could move about
more easily. Doors leading into
hallways didn’t lock, sparing
residents the inconvenience
of tracking down the building
manager if they gotlocked out of
an apartment. Even minute de-
tails were addressed: gas stoves
over electric (so residents knew
when a burner was hot) placing
knobs on the front (to help ten-
ants avoid unnecessary burns).
By listening to the requests of
the people who would occupy
Southview, Mr. Landsman pro-
vided seniors with suitable and
comfortable independent-living
conditions.

Furthermore, because it
was a UDC project, the rent was
made affordable for those on
Social Security and other lim-
ited monthly stipends. A per-
son could rent an apartment at
Southview for 30% of his/her in-
come. For a financially strapped
area, lacking other viable hous-
ing options for its elderly,
Southview seemed an inviting
solution.

“It was cutting edge, but it
was really common sense,” Mr.
Landsman said.

But as former Southview

employee Tom Cantin noted,
the opening of Southview had
its problems. “High-rises were
scary to Rochesterians,” he said.

Because the site was still
viewed by many as an inner-
city location, it was considered
less than inviting. Many area
residents lived in housing run
by slumlords and memories of
the slayings at the Texaco sta-
tion lingered. Another obstacle
was that many area’s senior
citizens were living on generous
Kodak pensions, so they had lit-
tle need for subsidized housing.
To further complicate matters,
the paperwork needed to move
someone into Southview was
extensive, initially topping 21
pages. The towering structure
was nearly a colossal failure.

After the first tenants
moved in on a rainy opening
day, the number of applicants
dwindled to a trickle. As Cantin
recalled, he was practically un-
able to give apartments away.

Salvation came in the form
of Father Bill Frankenhauser, a
local priest. He approached Mr.
Landsman with a request for
housing to accommodate people
with physical and mental chal-
lenges. At the same time, Cantin
made contact with the Al Sigl
Center with a similar proposal
to bring in new residents. The
new residents were placed on
their own floor until they could
show they were able to live in-
dependently. When they were
able, they moved to apartments
elsewhere in the building.

In those days many places
would not accept persons with
physical or mental disabilities
and initially these new residents
were resented by existing ten-
ants, according to Mr. Lands-
man, but over time early mis-
givings gave way to acceptance.
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He said, “There was a sense
of caring not only by residents
for each other, but by the staff
as well.”

After a bumpy beginning,
Southview gained a reputation
for accommodating residents
with disabilities and soon se-
nior citizens began viewing it as
a more viable option for retire-
ment housing.

Although the building itself
has seen few dramatic structur-
al changes over its 30-plus years
of existence, updated electrical
and heating systems, as well
as new windows have been in-
stalled.

Cantin has long since left
Southview, and Mr. Landsman
has gone on to develop many
more housing complexes, yet
both are proud of the impact
Southview had on the area.

“It became the rebirth of the
area,” Mr. Landsman said.
While other UDC projects have
been considered failures, South-
view Towers should be con-
sidered a success. It provided

the area with its first major af-
fordable housing and started
a steady process of rejuvena-
tion that continues today. By
reaching out to the community,
listening to its wishes and pro-
viding needed services, El-
liot Landsman and Southview
Towers helped make the South
Wedge safer and more welcom-
ing.
Mr. Landsman was the 1989
recipient of the University of Roch-
ester’s Associates Medal in recog-
nition of his outstanding service to
both the University and the com-
munity, and the recipient of the
2001 Alexis de Tocqueville Award
for outstanding volunteer contri-
butions.

He is a member of The Roches-
ter Area Chapter of the New York
State Association of Commercial
REALTORS® (NYSCAR), New
York State Association of Realtors,
Inc. (NYSAR), and Greater Roch-
ester Association of Realtors, Inc.
(GRAR). &

What's Wrong With

This Picture?

Circle the Eyesores! As the South Wedge continues to build up and beautify,
some neighbors are lagging behind. This blot on the Business District at
731-725 South Ave., owned by Juan Rodriquez, has AT LEAST five problems.
See if you can find them! Mail in the eyesores to the SWPC office, and we’ll
forward them or call the owner at 733-9729.
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