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More Inside... 
•	George Washington’s 

        drummer boy honored 
•	Extra Parking on South Ave.
•	Corn Hill’s Tap & Table
•	Hedonist Ice Cream Opens
•	Explore Ellwanger Garden 
•	CPO’s Got Your Back
•	SW Victory Garden Opens
•	Hubbell’s South Wedge Life
•	Clean Sweeps the Wedge

South Wedge Farmers Market 
Season Opens on June 7

The “food less traveled” re-
turns to the 2012 South Wedge 
Farmers Market Thursday, June 
7 between 4-7 p.m. Once again 
the shady parking lot behind 
Boulder Coffee at 100 Alex-
ander Street, at South Clinton 
Avenue will be the site of this 
year’s market.  

Opening Day festivities 
include the traditional Lettuce 
Toss. City of Rochester Mayor 
Tom Richards will lob a fresh 
head of lettuce into the crowd; 
the lucky shopper who catches 
it receives a bag of early season 
market treats. The Rochester’s 
Museum of Kids’ Art (www.
museumofkids art.org) will join 
us with an exhibit of children’s 
art while  musicians Grant Cos 
and Babek Elahi entertain.

We’re excited to include 
some new vendors who will 
join old favorites in this year’s 
line-up. The market welcomes 
Paul Loomis of Flowed Land 
Permaculture in Hilton. Paul’s 
stand will offer shiitake, oyster, 
and wine cap mushrooms, plus 
cage-free eggs and some unusu-

This year’s Market poster created by Lili Schwartz of liliandben.com.

al fruits such as Goji berries and 
currants. 

Denis Lepel of Lakestone 
Family Farm brings a variety 
of mixed vegetables and free-
range chicken to the market; a 
first-year farmer, Denis is ap-
plying for organic certification.  

Garry and Bobbi Wohlschle-
gel of Wohlschlegel’s Naples 
Maple Farm add maple syrup 
to the market including maple 
cream spread, granulated ma-
ple sugar and maple cotton fluff.  
Sustainably-grown vegetables, 
eggs and honey will arrive from 
Andy Papineau’s farm, Andy’s 
Specialty Garlic. 

Later in the season, Karen 
and Stan Bischoping from Wil-
liamson join the market with a 
wonderful assortment of fruits, 
including antique and heirloom 
varieties of apples, gooseberries, 
raspberries, peaches, quince 
and crab apple. A complete list 
of this year’s vendors can be 
found at www.southwedge-
farmersmarket.org  

Each week fine local musi-
cians keep things lively and toes 

WedgeStock 2011 offered a day full of festival fun: the annual Pet Parade, 
shopping, music, community growing and much more. 

Mark Your Calendars for 
WedgeStock - August 18
By Frank Logan

continued on pg. 4

Get ready for WedgeStock 
2012, the South Wedge’s annual  
neighborhood art, music and 
food festival, set for Saturday, 
August 18.

The fun begins at 9 a.m. as 
the community gathers in Marie 
Daley Park for the very popular 
annual Pet Parade at 10 a.m. 

This year vendors  join 
pet owners and their admirers 
along with new activities and 
giveaways. The parade ends on 
South Avenue where lucky pets 
win prizes (who knows, maybe 
the alpaca will return for a spe-
cial appearance as an encore to 
WedgeStock as he did last year). 

Expect an expanded com-

munity of artists and crafters 
this year, more street perfor-
mances by jugglers and dancers. 

WedgeStock 2012 kicks up 
the music with bands playing 
throughout the day. At press 
time, confirmed bands included 
The Youngbloods, Nevergreen, and 
the Electro Kings, with more be-
ing added every week. 

Along with a delicious se-
lection of food vendors and 
food trucks,  festival lovers can 
enjoy a special WedgeStock beer 
brewed by Victory Beer Com-
pany of Dowington, PA. 

To volunteer, visit us on 
Facebook, e-mail jsmorgan56@
gmail.com or call 503-4848.

By Sue Gardner Smith

Revoluntionary War tricorne hats 
and drums at the ready 
(Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

Get to your know your neighborhood

Wedge Newspaper 
meet your neighbors & learn 

about volunteer opportunities 

Monday, July 16, 2012
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Snacks & Cash Bar

Caverlys Irish Pub, 741 South Avenue
To learn more, call 585.256.1740, ext. 105

SOUTH      WEDGE

FARMERS 
MARKET
THURSDAYS   4-7pm 

JUNE 7 - OCT. 18, 2012 

100 ALEXANDER STREET
AT SOUTH CLINTON AVENUE
A PROJECT OF SOUTH WEDGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

                              EBT AND FMNP WELCOME  

www.swfarmersmarket.org
design: www.liliandben.com

tapping. Among the groups per-
forming this season are JAVA, 
Clamor, Watkins & the Rapiers, 
Cabbage and Baggage, and Wild 
Root String Band. 

Kids can look forward to 
signing up for The Wedge Veg 
Passport program once again. 
The program offer kids fun ac-
tivities to encourage healthy 
eating each week throughout 
the growing season.  

The EBT Bonus Program 
returns to the market, funded 
through a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. EBT 
customers who purchase $10 in 
EBT tokens receive an addition-
al $5 bonus to use in the market 
as long as funds are available, 
(there is a limit of one bonus per 
family per week). 

Calvary St. Andrews 
Church returns to the market 
with a food drive on the fourth 
Thursday of each month. The 
drive supports a food ministry 
program that gives so generous-
ly to those in our community 

Rochester’s newest Percus-
sion Festival didn’t just beat the 
drum for contemporary musi-
cians in early May.  Festival co-
founder and musician Bill Cahn 
took a look backward to Alex-
ander Millener, a 10-year-old 
drummer boy who followed 
General George Washington 
into battle and whose final rest-
ing place is Mt. Hope Cemetery.

The hour-long ceremony 
included an historic narration 
by Cahn along with a fife-and-
drum concert and a two musket 
salute.  

Bill Cahn and wife Ruth 

Mt. Hope Cemetery  
Site of Washington’s 
Drummer Boy Grave

continued on pg. 7

By Nancy O’Donnell
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South Wedge Planning Committee
224 Mt. Hope Avenue 

Rochester, New York 14620
(585) 256-1740

The Wedge Newspaper, a not-for-profit 
newspaper, is published by the South 

Wedge Planning Committee, a community 
development organization serving the South 

Wedge. Its mission is to provide accurate 
coverage of neighborhood news as well as 

local, state and national news that 
affect the area. 

The Wedge is printed bimonthly (February, 
April, June, August, October and December) 

and maintains a circulation of 6500. The 
newspaper is mailed to South Wedge homes 

and subscribers and distributed to area 
businesses, retail  and shops and other drop 

off points in the Greater Rochester area.

Articles in this paper do not necessarily 
reflect the view and/or opinions of the South 

Wedge Planning Committee.

Please send story suggestions or news to 
Wedge Newspaper Editor Nancy O’Donnell, 
224 Mt. Hope Avenue, Rochester, New York 

14620 or e-mail nodonnell@swpc.org. 

Advertising deadlines and rates 
are available online at www.swpc.org 
or call Nancy O’Donnell at 978-9638.

Before recycling the Wedge, please share 
with a friend, neighbor or co-worker.

Our Mission Statement
SWPC builds community in 

the South Wedge, encourages 
a full range of housing 

opportunities, and promotes a 
diverse, historically significant,  

commercially sustainable 
urban village.

Ad Deadline 
for Next Issue

July 16
Call 256-1740,  ext. 105  

or 978-9638
for details.
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The South Wedge Planning Committee, Inc.
June/July 2012 Calendar

Meetings are held at 224 Mt. Hope Ave., except where noted. The 
public is welcome to attend all meetings.

SWPC Board Meeting
MMcCullough@dor.org
Tues., 6/19 & 7/17, 6 p.m.

Community Engagement
(Neighbors & Block Clubs)
a.clark-taylor@hotmail.com
Wed. 6/20 & 7/18, 6:30 p.m.

Finance Team
tsciarabba@hotmail.com
Tues. 6/12 & 7/10, 12:30 p.m.
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June/July 2012

Holistic dentistry is an innovative approach to dental care focusing on the health 
and wellness of the mouth in relation to the whole body.

At Contemporary Dentistry, we offer the latest advances in dentistry using a holistic 
and compassionate approach. Our holistic services include:

• TMD (TMJ Disorder) therapy
• Mercury-free fi llings and crowns 
•  Safe removal of mercury fi llings

(oxygen available during procedure)

Sedation dentistry provides a pain-free experience in a deeply relaxed, yet responsive state. 
We use non-toxic and natural dental products and work with other complementary 
health professionals for a healthy mouth, healthy body, healthy you!

•  Allergy and biocompatibility testing 
for dental materials

• Digital x-rays (90% less radiation)
• Fluoride-free alternatives

NEW PATIENT OFFER
FREE Oral Conscious Sedation or
FREE Take Home Teeth Whitening System 
($325 value) With paid exam, cleaning and 

complete set of x-rays. New patients only. 

Restrictions apply. Call for details.

2052 S. Clinton Avenue
585.244.3337
Visit us now at
DentistryWithAHeart.com

     enhance
           Y O U R  O V E R A L L  H E A L T H 
 A N D  W E L L N E S S .

R E S T O R E  Y O U R  S M I L E .     R E L A X  Y O U R  F E A R S .

Johannes
Bockwoldt
Photography

Inspired, professional, affordable

wedding, entertainment, 
graduations,  all occasions

  
585.298.0277

 bockwoldtny@gmail.com

Where are you reading 
The Wedge Newspaper?

Housing & Structures
tomkiciorjr@gmail.com
Wed., 6/6 & July TBA, 5:30 p.m.  

Marketing & 
Membership
flogan@ rochester.rr.com
E-mail for dates and times

SW Victory Garden
james.papapanu@gmail.com
hapenrose@hotmail.com
Mon.6/25 & Mon. 7/30, 6:30 p.m.

For more information, visit roches-
terrealbeer.com.

any purchase with this coupon 
(not valid with any other offer)

Dine-in or Take-out
1675 Mt. Hope Avenue
Rochester, NY 14620
585.461.4154
www.thaitasterochesterNY.com

Expires 8/31/2012

Rachel Mary Cox,  founder 
of roc-elle records, a Brooklyn, 
NYC-based record label, artist 
management and event compa-
ny, stopped under the Manhat-
tan Bridge to grab a little home-
town news. Cox, former artist 
manager at David Sonenberg’s 
boutique firm, DAS Communi-
cations, opened her own com-
pany in 2009.

roc-elle records currently 
represents Zack Hagan, Jen Ur-
ban & The Box, Alyson Green-
field, ZXL, Platinum Mustache, 
Analog Fire, Taj Weeks and Lux 
Pop. 

Rachel Cox & Manhattan Bridge
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		  June/July 2012Heart of the City - Mildred Anderson

Emma Goldman, guest columnist 

(Far right) Mildred Anderson with her 1954 graduating class from Paine 
College, Augusta, GA. (Photo courtesy of June Avignone)

Mildred Anderson Re-
ceives Big Lunch “Good 
Neighbor Award 2012”

In a complex world, at least 
one thing was made refreshing-
ly clear on June 2 in the South 
Wedge:  As good neighbors go, 
Mildred Anderson basically 
rules. 

 “That Mildred, she’s very 
sneaky, she just comes over here 
into my garden and pull weeds 
for me, because of my disability, 
or leaves an Easter basket by my 
door,” said neighbor Barbara 
Biddy from her Averill Ave. 
front porch recently. “She sees 
a need, and fills it— feeds the 
birds, the squirrels, stray cats. 
Mildred is, well, a true Chris-
tian.”

It is for such serendipitous 
acts of individual kindness, as 
well as her unwavering commu-
nity-based activist work, that 
the retired educator was hon-
ored by her neighbors with the 
South Wedge Big Lunch Good 
Neighbor Award on June 2 at 
the second annual South Wedge 
Big Lunch. Hosted by St. Cal-
vary St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Parish (CSA) on 68 Ashland St., 
the celebration of food and mu-
sic was organized in hopes of 
building a community of neigh-
bors and friends.  

A South Wedge resident for 
43 years, Mildred first became 
involved as a Sunday school 
teacher and with parish activist 
work in the early 1970s, as well 

as in the CSA Food Ministry in 
1998.

“Mildred Anderson advo-
cates for social justice by rolling 
up her sleeves to rake a neigh-
bor's lawn, packs bags at the 
CSA Food Ministry, and assists 
in a low-income clothing closet 
in the city,” said Reverend Judy 
Lee Hay. “As an educator, Mil-
dred has a deep interest in the 
life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and, as her life embodies many 
of his ideals, she deserves this 
recognition.”

For the past 10 years, Mil-
dred has volunteered at the 
Eastern Service Workers As-
sociation (ESWA) on Bay St., 
providing essential support 
for their emergency food and 
clothing center. “She is the clas-
sic hard worker, a real trooper 
through thick and thin,” said 
Mark Horn, operations man-
ager at ESWA, a self-help mem-
bership group that fights for im-
proving the working and living 
conditions of low-income work-
ers and their families.“I have 
seen Caucasian people from the 
suburbs join to help right after 
meeting Mildred because she 
has this way of making different 
kinds of people see themselves 
in one another,” he added. “It’s 
simply amazing.”

Still, the news of the South 
Wedge Big Lunch Good Neigh-
bor award came as a surprise 
to Mildred. “I wasn’t expecting 
it,” she said smiling one Thurs-

day morning, busy at work at 
the CSA Food Ministry during 
one of her shifts packing bags 
of food for those in need. “My 
life hasn’t been easy, but life 
has been good to me, too—what 
keeps me going through it all is 
the Golden Rule, do unto others 
as they would unto you.’ ” 

Life began for Mildred on a 
cotton and corn farm belonging 
to her grandparents, Irene and 
Benjamin Payne, of Chauncey, 
Georgia. Benjamin, a freed 
slave,  received the land as fed-
eral compensation given to a 
number of slaves at the end of 
the Civil War — land Mildred 
and her extended family still 
own till this day.

One of 10 children born 
to Petrenella Payne and James 
Thomas, Mildred helped work 
the fields of the farm, where she 
also first developed her love for 
animals, including Sugar Pie the 
rooster and her dog, Lassie.

 Although she spent her 
early years close to home on the 
farm near family and friends, 
racism was in full throttle in seg-
regated, pre-Civil Rights Move-
ment Georgia. “I recall walking 
into a drugstore in Rentz (Geor-
gia), and being told for the first 
time, ‘We don’t serve Coca Cola 
to colored people,’ said Mil-
dred, an avid history buff with a 
strong interest in African Amer-
ican art and music.  “I didn’t 
even like Coke,” she added with 
a slight smile, “but there I was 
being told that I couldn’t have it 
anyway.”

 Unlike the majority of Af-
rican American woman of her 
generation, Mildred was able to 
finish high school and continue 
on to college, encouraged by her 
grandmother, Irene. "I am really 
proud of my grandmother, how 
much she cared so deeply at a 
time when it was rare for a black 
girl child to have the chance to 
get off the farm and get a real 
education,” said Mildred. “And 
so off I went.”

Through a scholarship, she 
attended Paine College in Au-
gusta, Georgia, a small, "very 
strict," African American college 
founded in 1882 by the leader-
ship of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South and the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
now Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church. The original goal 
of the College was to “train Ne-
gro teachers and preachers so 
that they might in turn appro-
priately address the educational 
and spiritual needs of the peo-
ple newly freed from the evils of 
slavery.”

In 1954, Mildred graduated 
with a BA in Science and minor 
in Education with 13 other stu-
dents. At the encouragement 
of a family member, she came 
to Rochester at the age of 22.  
While removed from the Deep 
South, she recalls running into 
race issues while searching for 
work here. “I remember go-
ing for a job interview, and one 
woman whispering to the wom-
an in an office who was waiting 
to talk with me, ‘She’s colored,’ 
and the second one whispering 
back, ‘Well, send her in any-
way.’ ”

 Mildred started her first 
job at as a central supply room 
technician (CSR) at Rochester 

General Hospital. Wanting to 
follow her dream to become 
an educator, she left Roches-
ter General in 1964 for a job as 
a child development leader at 
Baden Street Settlement, a not-
for-profit organization serving 
families in northeast Rochester, 
a position she held for 28 years. 
“I wanted to make a difference 
for children, and I could do that 
at Baden Street,” recalled Mil-
dred.

 By now a mother of six 
children, Mildred also worked 
part-time at Sears on Monroe 
Ave. to help make ends meet, 
working long days that began 
by getting up at 4:30 a.m. every 
morning. As her children grew 
up on Averill Ave., she became 
involved with the after school 
program called Soul School 
in the early 1970's at Calvary 
St. Andrew’s. “I tried to be in-
volved with my children, so 
started to come to church there 
myself,” she said.  

 With four sons, she also be-

came an avid baseball and bas-
ketball fan.  “We chose different 
teams, mine are still the Boston 
Celtics, the Miami Dolphins, 
and the Brooklyn Dodgers,” she 
said, adding with sudden fer-
vor, “I just needed to go on to 
the Yankees when the Dodgers 
left, of course.”

 Mildred, now the grand-
mother of six grandchildren 
and nine great grandchildren, 
enjoys working “behind the 
scenes” filling bags for the CSA 
food cupboard. “A mother home 
schooling her children came in 
here one day, and showed her 
children how to count the items 
into the bags one at a time, teach-
ing them something while do-
ing something for someone else 
at the same time,” said Mildred. 
“And I remember thinking, this 
is what education is all about, 
this is what it is all about.”

 

Locally grown….Community owned 

 62 Marshall St.    (off Monroe Ave. near Inner Loop) 
Store Hours: M-F 8-8 Sat 9-7 Sun 10-7        

454.2667          abundance.coop   
facebook.com/abundancecoopmarket 

 

Hot damn, Hot damn, Hot damn,    
summer in the city!summer in the city!summer in the city!   
Eat good food! 

w/friends 
& family 
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Lilac Neighbors Plant Sale
Brighten your garden with 

plants like European ginger, 
hosta, red canna, columbine, os-
trich fern, river oats and much 
more at the Lilac Neighbors As-
sociation 19th annual plant sale. 
The sale starts at 9 a.m. on June 
16 and continues until all plants 
are sold. 32 Highland Avenue.

Weekend Tag Sale - 6/29-30
Choose from a great selection of 
clothes, household goods and 
more at the Greek Orthodox 
Church of the Holy Spirit 16th 
annual tag sale. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Fri., June 29 - Sat., June 30. 835 
South Ave at Linden St.

Friends of the Highland 
Library Cookbook Sale

Friends of the Highland 
Branch Library will be selling 
used cookbooks in a summer 
fund raising event, date to be 
announced, at area farm mar-
kets. If you’d like to donate, 
drop books off at Highland 
Branch Library, 971 South Av-
enue or if you need a pick up 
call organizer Mary Shelsby at 
414-5513 or e-mail mshelsby@
gmail.com.

Keep the Noise Down
“Hot town-summer in the 

city”...it’s time to remember 
city noise ordinances. If you’re 
living in the South Wedge, you 
know many older homes are 
close together and have few 
noise barriers such as insula-
tion, thermal paned glass and/
or central air conditioning. 

Residents who like their 
music loud and late should be 
mindful that music is personal 
entertainment, not to be shared 
with the neighbors. Accord-
ing to City ordinances “loud 
voices and amplified sound--
stereos, radios, T.V.’s”--should 
not be audible 50 feet beyond 
your property line during day 
and evening hours (8 a.m. - 10 
p.m and 10 p.m. and 8 a.m.) Car 
music should not be shared by 
others more than 50 feet at any 
time. 

Highland South Wedge Pharmacy
The neighborhood pharmacy  

that cares.

Expert advice. 
Competitive prices. 

Convenient location. 
Free home deliveries.

777 Clinton Avenue South 
Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 8 pm 

Friday, 9 am – 6 pm 
585-279-4790

continued from pg. 1
SW Farmers Market 

who need our help.
In 2012, The South Wedge 

Farmers Market is pleased 
to partner with the Gen-
esee Co-op Federal Credit 
Union, which is sponsoring 
this year’s market.  We are 
grateful for the support of 
Genesee Co-op FCU, which 
is member-owned and offers 
low-cost financial services to 
Rochester residents from its 
offices at 395 Gregory Street.  
We also appreciate a generous 
donation to the market from 
Konar Properties.

The South Wedge Farm-
ers Market is a project of the 
South Wedge Planning Com-
mittee.  For more information, 
sign up for e-mail newslet-
ters at www.swfarmersmar-
ket.org. More information 
is available if you “like” the 
market’s Facebook page. 

Lilac Neighbors Hold 
Huge Garage Sale 

A neighborhood-wide ga-
rage sale will be held Fri.-Sat. 
June 15-16 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

For more information and 
a map of houses taking part, 
contact JGLindberg@rochester.
rr.com.

All city residents should 
know that local officials can take 
action including warnings, fines 
and court ordered evictions of 
noisy tenant. Vehicles involved 
in noise violation can be towed 
at the owner’s expense. 

If you’re planning a party, 
a polite notice of the date and 
time with a phone number to 
call if it gets too loud can go a 
long way toward good neighbor 
relations.

BASWA Meets Monthly
The Business Association of 
the South Wedge Area meets 
monthly with members and 
those interested in building 
community and promoting the 
greater South Wedge area. 
BASWA meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month 
(June 13 and July 11) usually at 
the Swedge Shop at 732 South 
Ave. at 6 p.m. To learn more,  
visit baswa.org or e-mail 
chrishistorichouseparts.com.

BASWA Increases Public 
Parking on South Ave.

BASWA member Postler 
& Jaeckle has offered a pilot 
program of free parking in their 
parking lot at the corner of 
South Avenue and Averill Ave. 
for patrons of South Avenue 
businesses through Labor Day 
Weekend. Wedge visitors can 
use the lot evenings on Fridays 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays. (No over night 
parking allowed.) Tow trucks 
will sweep the area on Sunday 
nights. 

BASWA absorbed the cost 
of insurance and signs, and 
members will monitor the 
lot to determine if the pilot 
program can go beyond Labor 
Day. South Wedge businesses 
should let customers know 
of this parking perk. Graphic 
artist and BASWA member Bill 
Klingensmith contributed his 
time to help with the signs. 
Special thanks to P & J  and 
Klingensmith for their efforts  
to make parking more easily ac-
cessible to the growing popula-
tion of South Wedge visitors.

Ellwanger and Barry Park kiosk

St. Joseph’s Neighborhood 
Center’s Auction & Benefit

Arrrrr, “A Pirate’s Life” is 
the theme of St. Joseph’s Neigh-
borhood Center’s 18th annual 
auction and party to benefit its 
health care center on South Av-
enue. The event will be held at 
Temple B’rith Kodesh at 2131 
Elmwood Avenue  on Wed. June 
6 at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $40.

Supporters will dine on 
hearty hors d’oeuvres and de-
lectable desserts and sample 
fine New York State products. 
Live music will be provided by 
Four on the Floor jazz quartet.

The evening includes silent 
and live auctions. A lucky raffle 
ticket winner gets an iPad3. 

The event is sponsored by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

The St. Joseph Neighbor-
hood Center offers primary 
health care, individual and fam-
ily counseling, literacy/GED tu-
toring and social work services 
for the uninsured and under-
insured. 

For more information, call 
325-5260 or visit www.sjncen-
ter.org. Unable to attend? Dona-
tions can be sent to SJNC at 417 
South Avenue, Rochester.

Ellwanger and Barry
Park to Add News Kiosk

The Highland Park Neigh-
borhood Association plans to 
add a decorative kiosk to the 
Meigs and Linden Streets park 
and playground. 

HPNA Art and History 
Coordinator Michael Tombs 
said that the kiosk will include 
highlights inspired by the his-
toric Ellwanger & Barry Catalog 
and  serves as companion piece 
to the park’s “Pear Tree” sculp-
ture, created by artist Craig Wil-
son. Installation is planned for 
late summer.

Attention EBT Users
When the South Wedge   	

Farmers Market opens on 
June 7, EBT participants will 
receive $5 for the first $10 

they spend. Just stop by the 
Market’s Information Booth 

and learn how it works.
This program is made 

possible through a grant 
from the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture and will 
continue as long as funds 

are available. 

Sassy in the South Wedge
& Pride 2012

BASWA businesses are be-
ing asked to take part in “Sassy 
in the South Wedge” on Friday, 
July 6. 

Gay-friendly businesses 
can offer special offers through-
out the day. 

Pride 2012 takes place July 
6-15. It is a national move-
ment to  celebrate and raise 
awareness of the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
Community here in Rochester. 

Two Way Conversion of 
South Ave. Sought

Chris Jones, President of 
BASWA, the Business Associa-
tion of the South Wedge Area, 
reports that the City of Roches-
ter has contracted with  Laberge 
Group of Albany, New York to 
determine the feasibility of con-
verting one-way street couplets 
of St. Paul/South Avenue and 
North/South Clinton Avenue 
between Bryon Street and Cum-
berland Street to two-way traffic 
to improve neighborhood acces-
sibility and walkability 

Key considerations are ex-
pected to include: traffic conges-
tion, safety, parking, bicyclists, 
pedestrian and transit service.

The immediate study area 
is the St. Paul Quarter neighbor-
hood in downtown Rochester, 
bounded by the Genesee River, 
the Inner Loop Expressway, N. 
Clinton Ave. and East Main St. 
The secondary study area ex-
tends south of East Main St. to 
Bryon St. To learn more visit 
southwedge.com

Mt. Hope Cemetery Book 
Signing June 16

The Friends of the Mt. 
Hope Cemetery introduces its 
newest book, Gravestones of Mt. 
Hope Cemetery, Rochester, NY, on 
Sat., June 16, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at 
the 1133 Mt. Hope Ave. cem-
etery office.

Author Richard O. Reisem 
will be on hand to autograph 
his work. A new south-end 
public tour of the cemetery will 
also take place at 1 p.m.  
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“
Serving the South Wedge since 1970

Electrical Contractors
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Bucket Trucks

423-6300

EQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

S.E. Neighborhood Service Center CPOs  

Be alert and plan ahead if 
you’re driving in the vicinity 
of Westfall Road. A major 
reconstruction project involving 
infrastructure, roadway 
improvements, new curbs, 
sidewalks and widening of the 
major intersections has begun 
on Westfall Road between 
South Clinton Avenue and East 
Henrietta Road. 

Current traffic will be 
impacted by the following 

A Rochester Police Depart-
ment lieutenant and five Crime 
Prevention Officers are assigned 
to the Southeast Neighborhood 
Service Center at 846 South 
Clinton Avenue.

 The officers assigned to 
this Service Center are respon-
sible for crime prevention edu-
cation, strategies and programs 
and are available to assist the 
public in protecting themselves 
against criminal acts. Officers 

work in concert with the com-
munity, deciding which crimes 
present the greatest problem, 
where the problems are most 
severe, or where crime preven-
tion response would be most 
effective. Officers also assist the 
community by completing secu-
rity surveys within their area of 
assignment. 

Through interacting with 
the community, the officers 
have formed partnerships. Each 

Road Reconstruction on Westfall Road
Continues throughout the Summer

from the complex.
During construction, 

contractors are working 
closely with Monroe County 
Department of Transportation 
and have changed the traffic 
light patterns. 

In addition to roadway 
construction, RG&E is engaged 
installing 7000 linear feet of new 
steel gas line throughout the 
area.

changes:
•Westfall Road is one 

way (west bound) from South 
Clinton to East Henrietta Road. 
The traffic flow west will remain 
in this direction until November 
30, 2012.

•The western entrance of 
Sawgrass Drive will be closed 
until November 30, 2012. 
During this time, the Eastern 
Sawgrass Drive entrance will 
remain open for access to and 

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

City_____________________State_________   Zip____________

___ $15 Yearly Subscription 

___$30 Supporter Subscription (covers the cost of your subscrip-
tion plus a neighbor. Please include your neighbor’s address.)

Please mail subscriptions or donation to: 
The Wedge Newspaper, 

224 Mount Hope Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620. 

Subscribe Today  to
The Wedge Paper

For over 35 years, the Wedge 
Newspaper has published 
stories about South Wedge 
people, businesses, places 
and events important to our 
community. Today, the South 
Wedge is considered one of 
Rochester’s premier neighbor-
hoods.     

If you enjoy reading the 
Wedge, please subscribe by 
sending a check or money 
order. Or consider making 
a donation in the name of 
someone who helped the 
South Wedge become what it 
is today. 

(l-r) are CPO Garth Mitchell, CPO Hermino Santos (now retired), CPO Michelle Velez, Lieutenant Frank Alberti and 
CPOs Anthony Belliard, Brian Bannerman and Brian Cannon

 By Lieutenant Frank Alberti
makes every effort to meet com-
munity needs which, in turn, 
helps to ensure that the Depart-
ment’s policies reflect the needs 
of the community.  The group 
also implements the PAC-TAC 
Program within their assigned 
sections.  The team’s main goal 
is to improve the quality of life 
for all of the citizens they serve. 

To learn more, call 428-
7640.

Where’s the Party?
Unsupervised house parties can result in violence:       
assaults, shootings and deaths.

Help protect our youth. 
To report an unsupervised house party, call 9-1-1.

Residential robberies can 
occur in the summer months 
when burglars enter a home 
through an unlocked window 
or door. With warm weather, 
remember to close and lock 
your windows, screens and 
doors whenever you are away 
from home or asleep. In addi-
tion, please follow these crime 

Summertime Safety Tips
prevention tips to reduce your 
chance of becoming a victim.

1. Report all suspicious ac-
tivity such as persons loitering, 
going door to door, or the sound 
of glass breaking immediately 
to 911. 

2. Report any attempt to 
break into your house or garage, 
such as cuts on your window 

screens near the locks.
3. Keep your doors, win-

dows and garages locked when 
at home, even when you’re 
in the yard or at a neighbor’s 
home.

4. Install and use deadbolt 
locks on all exterior doors.

5. Notify a neighbor when 
you’re going to be away. 

6. Discontinue newspaper 
delivery when going on vaca-
tion. 

7. Keep outside lights  on all 
night and use motion sensors.

8. Trim shrubs to deny bur-
glars a hiding place. 

9. Lock up ladders and 
trash toters. 
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Teaching Residents to Play it Safe
Healthi Kids Brings CPTED to City Neighborhoods
By Lauren Morelle

When Healthi Kids asked 
the Rochester community why 
their children were not active 
outside, one of the most men-
tioned concerns was safety. 
Whether referring to the speed 
of traffic or illegal activity on a 
street corner, parents and guard-
ians worried their children 
aren’t safe when they go out to 
play. As a grassroots campaign 
committed to making sure that 
all children have access to play, 
Finger Lakes Health Systems 
Agency’s Healthi Kids launched 
a plan to address these concerns 
and help create safer streets for 
both children and adults.

As part of the plan, Healthi 
Kids and the University of 
Rochester Medical Center’s 
(URMC) Center for Commu-
nity Health brought a unique 
training program to Rochester. 
Last month, these organiza-
tions held the first of a two-part 
workshop on Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) and SafeGrowth.  Par-
ticipants came from all sections  
of Rochester and represented a 
variety of agencies – the City’s 
Department of Recreation and 

Youth Services, Rochester Po-
lice Department, neighborhood 
groups, and private transpor-
tation and planning organiza-
tions.  The training was funded 
by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol’s HEART grant and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion’s Healthy Kids, Healthy 
Communities grant.  

Led by Greg Saville (police 
officer turned planner who spe-
cializes in CPTED and urban 
safety), each attendee learned 
the principles of CPTED and 
SafeGrowth. The training 
showed participants how to  
discourage or impede crimi-
nal behavior, and at the same 
time encourage honest citizens 
to keep a watchful eye.  Af-
ter completing the first day, 
the class divided into groups 
to work on a local project that 
utilized their newfound skills 
to improve neighborhood play 
spaces. The class and training 
leaders will meet again in June 
to discuss each group’s project 
and findings. After that, groups 
will work with Healthi Kids to 
get their plans implemented in 

each neighborhood. The goals 
are to provide more safe play 
locations and increase physical 
activity for all.

Healthi Kids believes that 
CPTED and SafeGrowth are cru-
cial to creating a safe environ-
ment for children, adults, and 
neighborhoods. The training 
program teaches participants 
to consider their surroundings 
and look for things that might 
be potential hazards. Eventu-
ally, those who are trained in 
SafeGrowth and CPTED go on 
to teach others these skills, ex-
panding the number of eyes on 
the streets and increasing the 
safety of a neighborhood. With 
increased safety, parents can 
feel better about letting their 
children go out to play, which is 
critical to a healthy and happy 
child.

For more information on 
CPTED, or to learn how you can 
increase safety in your neigh-
borhood, please contact Miner-
va Padilla at (585) 224-3119 or 
minervapadilla@flhsa.org.

SW Victory Garden 
Builds Community

Warm weather has arrived 
and another growing season is 
underway at the South Wedge 
Victory Garden. We have a fan-
tastic group of gardeners partic-
ipating this year.   It’s been great 
for Heather Penrose, the Victory 
Garden’s other co-manager, 
and me to see familiar faces and 
meet our new first year garden-
ers. Getting to know members 
of our community is one of our 
favorite parts about running the 
Victory Garden.

Overall, introducing 
neighbors to one another and 
strengthening bonds within a 
community are the most impor-
tant things a community garden 
does. Sure, gardens provide ur-
ban residents a space to grow 
vegetables when they can’t at 
home. They also provide access 
to healthy and fresh produce in 
urban “food deserts”. They help 
reduce the cost of families’ gro-
cery bills.  They beautify vacant 
lots that would otherwise be 
eyesores or enjoy minimal up-
keep at best.   These are all great 
things that an urban garden 
does for a neighborhood. 

But what about the word 
“community” in the phrase 
“community garden”?  That’s 
an idea Walter Nelson from the 
Monroe County Cooperative 
Extension put in the spotlight 
at a community gardening sum-
mit he organized in 2010.   It’s 
something he’s continued to 
impress upon Heather and me 
whenever we cross paths with 
him, and it’s a message we’ve 
taken to heart. Rather than just 
letting each gardener tend their 
own plot while barely ever see-
ing their fellow community gar-
deners, we wanted our garden-
ers to get to know each other.

To do this, we formed a 
Garden Committee that meets 
monthly and is open to anyone 
who wants to participate. The 
committee lets gardeners work 
together to steer the garden’s 
direction and lead projects. 
We’ve had gardeners like Karen 
Wrenn, Marta Ruderman and 
Andrea Berman step up to the 

By Jim Papapanu

plate and design a brand new 
herb garden that we’ll put in a 
sunnier spot than the original 
plot. Alex Wirth and Samantha 
Raymond are leading the charge 
to put some seating and tables 
in the garden. Felton Culbreth 
and Bob Williams are working 
to improve our all important 
garden composting system. 
These are all great examples of 
a community garden inspiring 
residents to volunteer and help 
make their neighborhood a bet-
ter place.

We’ve also started organiz-
ing social activities. Gardening 
goes hand in hand with cooking 
and eating, so what better so-
cial activity for gardeners than 
pot luck lunches and dinners? 
We held one during fall 2011, 
and our gardeners liked it so 
much that we may do as many 
as three this year. We’ve already 
held one to kick off the spring, 
and plan to do another at the 
height of summer and one more 
again during the fall harvest. 
These events give our gardeners 
a chance to meet and bond over 
good food.

One of the most successful 
things we’ve found to strength-
en community bonds is holding 
work crew days at the Victory 
Garden. These are days where 
projects needing a lot of volun-
teer help are accomplished, like 
the annual spring and fall clean 
outs of the garden. They’re a 
great opportunity to involve 
our Victory Gardeners and get 
this necessary work done. But 
our ulterior motive is to get the 
gardeners introduced to each 
other. Nothing builds bonds 
like putting in three hours or 
so of sweat and elbow grease 
together. Gardeners who start 
the day as strangers walk away 
with new friends and a sense of 
pride in the work they’ve done 
in their community.

Our 2012 spring work crew 
day was held on Saturday May 
19. We had an amazing volun-
teer turnout; so much got ac-

The South Wedge Planning 
Committee got a Scout boost 
during Clean Sweep in May. A 
Venture Crew, under the Boy 
Scouts of America banner, is 
for boys and girls ages 14-20.  
Each crew has a number, like a 
troop, and this is Venture Crew 
2009 in honor of the year they 
formed.  The crew primarily 
are students from the School 
of the Arts, but past members 
were from other schools. Our 
Crew is open to all youth and 
meets monthly at the Third 
Presbyterian Church. Our three 
focus areas are outdoor adven-
ture (we go camping regularly, 
participate in rifle and firearm 
events, canoeing, biking and 
hiking), service (Clean Sweep, 
meal prep at St. Joe's, ringing 
the Salvation Army bell, "Scout-
ing for Food"), and leadership. 

Recently crew members 
Charlotte Wiltse and Hannah 
Zuegel were given the Ventur-
ing Leadership Award at the an-
nual Seneca Waterways Council 
recognition dinner. My daugh-
ter, Claudia Moellering, is a 
charter member but not one of 
the five youth officers.  

During Clean Sweep at 
SWPC, we rebuilt the twig fence 

SWPC Gets a Clean Sweep from Scouts

Clean Sweep Venture Crew (Photo by Eilleen Thomas)

South Wedge Victory Garden Gardeners (Photo by Heather Penrose)

and tied the roses bushes to it, 
weeded the patio stones, weed-
ed the gardens on the street side 
of the building, spread mulch, 
and cleaned the window wells.

Crew 2009 is now looking 
for new members.  Anyone in-
terested can contact me at  275-
3837.

By Sarah Johnstone

continued on pg. 7
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Not far from the South 
Wedge neighborhood, the Uni-
versity of Rochester Medical 
Center’s Rochester Victory Al-
liance is one of the first sites in 
the U.S. to conduct HIV vaccine 
research studies. 

The Victory Alliance has 
worked for more than 20 years 
in the field – part of a global ef-
fort that involves countless sci-
entists, patients, volunteers and 
advocates in 27 countries on 
four continents.

That is important because, 
while overall new cases of HIV 
and AIDS have remained steady, 
the fastest growth in cases is 
among young, urban African 
American men who have sex 
with men.  Like many other ur-
ban centers, Rochester has high 
numbers of new cases of HIV 
infection and sexually-transmit-
ted diseases. Recent data from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
show that one in five gay or bi-
sexual men nationwide are HIV 
positive and nearly half do not 
know it. Young men-- especial-
ly young black men --are least 
likely to be aware that they are 
infected. 

Victory Alliance Director, 
Michael Keefer, M.D., has con-
ducted vaccine research for 24 
years, and has been involved 
in 80 clinical trials since 1988, 
involving more than 1550 sub-
jects. Thanks to Dr. Keefer’s vi-
sion, the Victory Alliance has 
one of the highest trial participa-
tion rates in the U.S., outpacing 
other urban areas in the global 

Spotlight on Local HIV Vaccine Trials 
By Carole Dowling

HIV Vaccine Trials Network. 
Dr. Keefer and his staff credit 
their success to a dedicated and 
passionate team of community 
outreach workers.

The Victory Alliance also 
partnered with local commu-
nity organizations such as AIDS 
Care, the MOCHA Center, Ima-
geOut and others, to help lower 
the incidence of sexually trans-
mitted diseases and improve 
care for HIV and AIDS patients. 
In 2011, they opened a Buf-
falo office in partnership with 
Evergreen Health Services to 
provide services to the western 
N.Y. area. 

Most recently, the Victory 
Alliance collaborated with local 
African American faith leaders 
to encourage discussion around 
religious attitudes about HIV/
AIDS and men who have sex 
with men in their community. 
The goals were to reduce stig-
matization and provide sup-
port to those who need it most, 
especially high-risk populations 
of young African American and 
Latino men. 

Twenty years ago, the pros-
pects for an effective HIV vac-
cine were slim, but there are 
now glimmers of hope on the 
horizon. A recent vaccine trial 
in Thailand revealed a poten-
tial mechanism for how one of 
the latest HIV vaccine regimens 
may have worked, thus provid-
ing researchers with a strong 
clue to finding what may turn 
out to be the virus’s Achilles 
Heel. 

Dr. Keefer described it as 
“the most important finding in 
the field of preventive HIV vac-
cine research since our work be-
gan over 20 years ago.”  

If you would like more in-
formation on the Victory Alli-
ance, or are interested in par-
ticipating in a trial, contact the 
University of Rochester Medi-
cal Center, 601 Elmwood Ave, 
Rochester, 14642, 756-2329 (756-
2DAY). In Buffalo call (855) 816-
5500. 

Visit the Rochester Victory 
Alliance on Facebook at www.
RochesterVictoryAlliance.org/ 
and on Twitter at http://twitter.
com/RocVictAlliance.

continued from pg. 6
SW Victory Garden

complished! They raked out 
leaves, weeded the entire gar-
den, edged and mulched all of 
the flower beds, and planted an-
nuals.

Heather and I would like 
to say a big thank you to all of 
the gardeners who came down 
to help with the spring clean-
ing:  Arn Albertini, Natercia 
Rodrigues, Nancy Becerra-
Cordoba, Curtis and Meredith 
Broadbent, Cherry Carden, Jere-
my Lepel, Josh Duttinger, Hono-
ra Mosman, Jim Kempkes, Tracy 
Pagnoni, Samantha Raymond, 
Alex Balonek, Zack Seward, Ja-
son Smith, Sharon Turner, Paul 
and Lorraine Whitehouse, Tia 
Dimartino, Richard Lapointe, 
and Karen Wrenn.  

The garden is ship shape 
for the 2012 season. You can 
learn more about the Victory 
Garden, keep up with garden 
news and connect with garden-
ers on the South Wedge Victory 
Garden Facebook page. You can 
also come to one of the monthly 
South Wedge Victory Garden 
Committee meetings.  We meet 
on the last Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the SWPC 
offices at 224 Mt. Hope Ave. and 
Hamilton St. (entrance in the 
back of the building).

Clean Sweep volunteers weeded and swept Star Alley on South Avenue under 
the watchful eye of Rochester Crime Police Officer Brian Bannerman. (Photo 
by Karrie Laughton)

Drummer Boy 
continued from pg. 1

discovered Millener’s grave one 
day during a tour of Mt. Hope 
Cemetery. “We came upon 
people in period clothing, play-
ing music [at Millener’s grave],” 
said Cahn. “It blew me away. 
What better way to start Percus-
sion Rochester.” 

Alexander Millener served 
in the Continental Army as a 
drummer boy attached to Wash-
ington’s Life Guard. Also join-
ing Millener during the Revo-
lutionary War was his mother, 
who travelled along with him as 
a washerwoman. 

The Founding Father’s un-
conventional ragtag army, com-
posed of  farmers, merchants 
and school teachers who were 
quickly organized into fight-
ing units, were facing highly 
trained professional British 
soldiers. Millener was present 
at the battles of White Plains, 
Brandywine, Saratoga and Yor-
ktown, among others. At Mon-
mouth, NJ, he was wounded 
and almost bled to death.

Joining the lively and mov-
ing graveside ceremony were 
members of the C.A. Palmer 
Fife and Drum Corps of Palmy-
ra, as well as John Beck (former 
RPO Percussionist and East-
man School of Music Professor 
Emeritus), members of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, 
their wives and an assortment 
of area history lovers.

“Before telephones and ra-
dios, drummer boys provided 
critical communications via the 

drum signals they played, not 
only in battle, but each day in 
camp,” said Cahn.

Young boys, too small to 
carry heavy rifles, were given 
drums. Their job was varied—
from announcing breakfast 
“peas upon a trencher,” to sig-
naling how fast troops should 
march, to stand and fight or re-
treat and run. 

Participants from the Sons 
of the American Revolution, 
Rochester chapter, who came 
dressed in uniform (the red, 
white and blue) and farmer’s 
work clothes. William Brewer, 
David Austin, Steve Clarke, 
Christian Synder, Robert 
Coomber, Jim Smith, Brent 
Dowing and Jim Eagan were 
among the attendees. Drum-
mers included Jan Mahoney, 
Nancy Johnston, Susan Cifaldi 
and Jan Angus.

To learn more about Per-
cussion Rochester, visit www.
percussionrochester.com/.

William Brewer with a replica of a 
British 742 land pattern musket.  

SEAC Moves In
The South East Area Coali-

tion (SEAC) has settled in at the 
South Wedge Planning Com-
mittee’s (SWPC) office building 
at 224 Mt. Hope Avenue.

The boards of the two his-
toric southeast city non-profits 
signed a one-year agreement 
on March 20. While each orga-
nization retains independent 
boards, John Page will serve 
as executive director for both. 
In addition, SWPC and SEAC 

share the building’s upkeep 
and utilities. 

SEAC staff at the Mt. Hope 
Ave. location include Hous-
ing Grant Administrator Amy 
Brough, and Administrative 
Clerk and Tool Librarian Jerry 
Vergari.

“This affiliation is the first 
of its kind among Rochester  
preservation companies,” says 
Page. “It’s an exciting first step 
to this new partnership.”

Life in the Wedge
by Justin Hubbell

620 south avenue • rochester
585.473.1300

www.cheesyeddies.com
M-F 8am–6pm, Sat 9am–4pm

Serve your guests, Rochester’s Best.

We use the fi nest ingredients, made from scratch...We bake the way you would.

cheesecake • carrot cake • chocolate cake and so much more!

A Rochester tradition...
make us a part of your family’s tradition

Since 1976

A treasured gift for family, neighbors, friends, colleagues, teachers...
Share the taste of Rochester with someone who can’t be with you...we ship nationwide!
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Business Buzz
by Nancy O’Donnell

BIG J UNLIMITED WIRELESS
For all your cellular needs 

Authorized dealer for CRICKET, BOOST 
MOBILE, PAGEPLUS, SIMPLE MOBILE 

(T-MOBLE) AND H20 (AT&T) 
and CLEAR WIRELESS

990 SOUTH CLINTON AVE
585-328-3480

Casey Walpert and Joe McBane  (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

Kim Webb and Joey (Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

Tap & Table Opens in 
Corn Hill

South Wedge gastropub 
Tap & Mallet’s popularity ex-
pands across the wide Genesee 
River to Corn Hill with Tap & 
Table, the newest venture of 
partners Joe McBane and Casey 
Walpert.  By late June, their riv-
erside restaurant with “the best 
patio in the city,” said McBane, 
will open in the former home of 
Virtu restaurant. 

Expect “simple things done 
really well,” McBane added.  
“As much as possible we’ll pro-
cure local ingredients, meat 
without antibiotics and growth 
hormones, and seasonal ingre-
dients.” 

The Tap & Table’s renovat-
ed space includes a 60-foot long 
full bar serving “cool cocktails, 
done properly with fresh juic-

Kim’s Shabby to Chic 
Pet Spa Opens on South 
Clinton

After years grooming dogs 
for “corporate American” chain 
stores, Kim Webb decided it 
was time to open her own shop.  
Along the way, she was certi-
fied by the Rochester Institute of 
Dog Grooming and the Nation-
al Dog Groomers Association of 
America

”I’ve been grooming for 16 
years,” said Webb. “I always 
wanted to open my own salon.” 
Recently, Webb got her wish 
and opened her own pet spa.

“I looked at the South 
Wedge and South Clinton Ave-
nue and saw it was up and com-
ing,” said Webb. “Not many 
groomers and lots of pets in the 
area. It was a really pet friendly 
area.” 

Webb’s dog salon caters to 

Veterans Outreach 
Opens Our House Art 
Gallery 

The Open House Gallery 
of Veterans Outreach Center, 
Inc.  is now open at 783 South 
Avenue. 

The small gallery walls are 
filled with revolving exhibit of 
artwork by both professional 
artists and work by veterans 
created in their Art as Therapy 
program. 

The gallery is open Fridays 
2 - 5 p.m. and by appointment. 
For more information, call 295-
7836. Artist Mark Payton 

(Photo by Nancy O’Donnell)

Hedonist Artisan Choc-
olate Adds Ice Cream

Hedonist Artisan Choco-
lates owners Jennifer Posey and 
Zahra Langford have expanded 
their sweet empire to include ice 
cream. 

While you’ll find vanilla 
and variations of chocolate, plan 
to swoon over a revolving menu 
of other flavors like coconut cur-
ry, salted caramel, goat cheese 
and fig and  espresso.

Already one favorite is their 
chocolate sesame, patterned af-
ter sesame bark chocolate found 
next door in their artisan bon 
bon boutique. 

Swooning ice cream lovers 
can choose between a cup and a 
freshly made waffle cone. 

Toppings comprise the 
same Hedonist flair: toffee, co-
conut ginger pistachio, choco-
late chips, crushed waffle and 
more.

Staff member Justin Hub-
bell said sauces now include 
“heavy hitters like bourbon car-
amel” but you can plan on being 
surprised by other more exotic 
flavors as the season and their 
genius unfolds.  

674 South Avenue, 461-
2815, www.hedonistchocolates.
com.

es,” said McBane. Craft beers 
will also be served.

Tap & Table opens for lunch 
Monday through Saturday and 
dinner  nightly, with the bar 
staying open late.

284 Exchange Blvd. (Phone 
number was unavailable at 
press time.)

small dogs and a offers a “low 
stress environment” and “all 
natural products.” 

Pets can also receive “pet 
and show haircut trims based 
on Westminster breed stan-
dards, pawdicures, nail filing, 
flea baths, tooth brushing” and 
general pooch pampering. 

Most days Webb brings ani-
mal companion, ”Joey,” a Shih 
Tzu/poodle mix to work. (Ask 
her about his Halloween hair 
styles.)

Future plans include getting 
a big front window and adding 
a play yard and boutique cloth-
ing for fashionable dogs. 

Shabby to Chic is open 
Mondays 12- 7 p.m., Tues.-Fri-
days 8:30 p.m.. – 6 p.m. and Sat-
urdays 8:30-4:30 p.m.

1010 South Clinton Ave, 
585- 355-4761, shaggytochic.net.

Ian Slothower and Jennifer Posey 
(Photo by Nancy O’Donnell

Happy Ending after Begonia 
Bandits Strike South Wedge 

Sanford Street Block Presi-
dent Robert Lauterbach takes 
his garden beds seriously. He 
and others on the street have 
spent several years beautifying 
the corner of Sanford Street and 
South Avenue. 

If you enjoy the glorious 
golden daffodils that blanket 
the small urban garden next to 
Vail Auto, you can thank Laut-
erbach.

During the most recent 
Clean Sweep Lauterbach and 
others planted begonias in the 
tree pits at South Avenue at San-
ford Street. Alas, a sneaky bego-
nia bandit pounced as soon as 
they were in the ground.

The original blooms were 
provided by Michael Warren 
Thomas, city employee, radio 
personality and proponent of 
the Slow Food Movement. 

“I noticed tonight that al-
most all of the begonias were 
stolen from the tree pits,” writes 

Lauterbach in a plaintive plea to 
Thomas.

 “It is so sad that people 
must steal flowers from a pub-
lic area.  Chris Jones (BASWA 
President and co-owner of His-
toric Houseparts) told me that 
flowers were also stolen from 
the tree pit near their House-
parts store.” Was there a chance 
that the City would have more 
begonias to replant the Sanford 
St. bed?

Warren Thomas came to the 
rescue, writing Lauterbach that 
perhaps “We need to put minia-
ture GPS tags in the soil with the 
plants to track where they go!  It 
won’t be too many years before 
we can try something like that.”  

After a bit more digging 
Sanford Street is again in bloom.

Cheshire Mixes Drinks 
and Style Above Solera 
Wine Bar

If you still haven’t visited 
Cheshire, Solera’s upstairs cock-
tail lounge, it’s time to climb 
the stairs. The adorable 32-seat 

lounge serves “Pre-Prohibition 
Era drinks like old-fashioneds, 
Sazeracs and Manhattans.  

Cheshire is open Fridays 
and Saturdays only and some-
times the lines are long.

647 South Ave, 232-3070.

Linden-South Historic 
District Piers Installed 

New stone and concrete 
piers were installed on the cor-
ners of South Avenue and Lin-
den St. and Mt. Hope Avenue 
and Linden St. in early June.

The piers, constructed by 
A. Morreale Masonry, contain 
bronze plaques identifying the 
district and its date of inclusion 
on the state and national regis-
ter of historic places, which oc-
curred in 2009. 

The process to get the street 
on the National Register of His-
toric Places by the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior began in 
2007 when residents began re-
searching the rich history of the 
area once part of the Ellwanger 
and Barry Nursery. The earliest 
houses date back to 1872.

The district is comprised 
of 81 buildings on Linden St. 
and South Avenue, including 
the Greek Orthodox Church on 
South Ave. 

To learn more, visit south-
wedge.com.

New begonias bloom on South Ave.  (Photo by Robert Lauterbach)
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Need a Doctor?
We offer care for your entire family.

Highland Family Medicine 
777 South Clinton Avenue, near Meigs St.

•	Evening	and	Saturday	hours	 •	On-site	lab
•	Pregnancy	care	 •	Mental	health	services
•	Timely	appointments	available	 •	On-site	pharmacy

For an appointment please call  
585.279.4889

They’re Engaged!
Amanda Mary Hoch

& 
Adam Ryan Lenhard

Amanda Hoch and Adam Ryan Lenhard 
(Photo by Nichole McInroy-Drobnica and B Younique Boutique)

Donna Roethel Lenhard, of 
Bond Street and Earl N. Len-
hard, of Rochester, announce 
the engagement of their son 
Adam Ryan Lenhard to Aman-
da Mary Hoch, daughter of Jack 
and Joanne Hoch of West Irond-
equoit.

Amanda, a SUNY Brock-
port graduate, works as an edu-
cator for the Center for Youth. 
Adam is a U.S. Army Ranger, 
currently serving in Afghani-
stan with the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision.

In an e-mail, Adam de-
scribes how he met his fiancée.

“I [was in] Special Opera-
tions 2/75 Ranger Battalion at 
Fort Lewis, WA, for over two 
years. Amanda works with my 
sister, and in early 2009 she saw 
my picture at Jillian’s house and 
asked ‘Who is that?’ My sister 
quickly thought that we would 
be great for each other. Jillian 
told her she would love me and 
texted me a picture telling me 
she found a girl I would marry 
(I swear). She had a boyfriend at 
the time, so I thought nothing of 
it except ‘she is beautiful.’ Fast 
forward 2 ½  years, I was now 
at Fort Bragg, NC, and I got a 
random text from my mom say-
ing ‘Amanda is single. I started 
texting her, and we were talking 
every day. Mind you we have 
never met in person.”

“Last May I had knee sur-
gery and got two weeks to go 

home and recover. I left the 
same day as the surgery, and I 
had convinced this girl whom I 
never met to pick me up at the 
airport,” writes Adam.

Amanda remembers that 
Adam “begged me to pick him 
up and said if I didn’t he would 
be stranded. I thought there’s 
no way I’m picking up a strang-
er from the airport, but at least 
he’s Jillian’s brother, so it makes 
it o.k., right?” 

“He told me he would mar-
ry me the second day we hung 
out,” says Amanda.

Adam describes his propos-
al this way: “Just before Christ-
mas 2011, we went to NYC. The 
first night we got there, Decem-
ber 16, I took her to Central Park 
because I love it there. I took 
her to my favorite bridge, Gap-
stow Bridge, and proposed. I re-
hearsed what I was going to say 
a hundred times, and I was a bit 
tongue-tied, but she assures me 
I said all of the right things.” 

The couple plans a Decem-
ber 1st wedding at Chapel Hill 
on Prince Street with a reception 
to follow at Harro East.

Adam is scheduled for ad-
ditional military training in Jan-
uary 2013, and the newlyweds 
will relocate to Sierra Vista, Ari-
zona. 

South Wedge Fun 
By Nancy O’Donnell

continued on pg. 11

The Gallery @ Equal=Grounds 
Equal=Grounds Gallery Di-

rector Beth Blooms reports she’s 
“pleased, delighted and tickled 
pink around the edges” to wel-
come back Rochester artist, Tim 
Mack and his wonderful weird-
ly, wacky work titled "The Se-
crets of the Solstice." The exhibit 
runs through June 30.

“My current show is named  
‘Secrets of the Solstice’ in honor 
of the Summer solstice which is 
upon us, also called midsum-
mer, said Mack. “This time of 
year has long been associated 
with potent magic and the mys-
teries of rebirth and regenera-
tion. While we may not believe 
in magic anymore, no one can 
deny that mysterious and nos-
talgic feeling that stirs inside of 
us when we get that first whiff 
of summer, or stop to notice the 
strange yet familiar warmth of a 
summer night. The pieces you 
see here are a celebration of the 
special connection to nature we 
experience as the season change. 
Images of suns and moons with 
faces, personalities, and a warm, 
knowing look in their eyes, as 
well as the many depictions of 

lush vegetation, evoke a sense 
of nature coming to life.  I hope 
you enjoy viewing my work 
as I’ve enjoyed creating it, and 
have a happy solstice.”

BASWA’s Third Thursdays
The Business Association of 

the South Wedge Area launches 
its free musical concerts on the 
Third Thursday of each month. 
Bands lined up a press time in-
clude: Sisters of Murphy (6/21) 
sponsors Lux and John’s Tex 
Mex, Krypton 88 (7/19), sponsors 
Harry G’s Deli and Full Moon 
Vista, and Billy Joe and the Blues 
Gypsies (8/16), sponsors Historic 
Houseparts, Cheryl Stevens and 
Doug Root, Thunderbody (9/20),  
sponsors Plastic, Surface Salon, 
Now & Zen and Telltale Tat-
too and Filthy McNasty (10/18), 
sponsors: Bauman’s Barber 
Shop & Hedonist Artisan Choc-
olate). 

Concerts are held at Star 
Alley Park on South Avenue, 8 
p.m. – 10:30 p.m.

To learn more visit, www.
southwedge.com 

GenSilent Film Screening & 
National Holocaust Museum 
Exhibit.

GenSilent looks at the gen-
eration who fought hardest to 
come out of the closet and who 
is going back in to survive. A 
tour of the National Holocaust 
Museum traveling exhibit: 
“Nazi Persecution of Homo-
sexuals 1933-1945,”  will be 
followed by a film screening of 
GenSilent Tuesday, June 19, Jew-
ish Community Center, 1200 
Edgewood Drive. The evening 
begins with a 5:45 p.m. recep-
tion with the film screening at 7 
p.m. Both film and reception are 
free and open to the public. Call 
Gay Alliance at 585-244-8640 for 
special accommodations. 

Pride 2012 Dates: July 6-15
Flag raising at City Hall on 

July 6, 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
“Sassy in the South Wedge” 

on July 6, immediately follow-
ing flag raising 5 p.m. – till.

Kick Off Party to Pride-
Weekend – July 13, 7 to 10 p.m. 
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Eight 4 Third World Hope Builds Schools
one Jam Session at a time

One of the City of Roches-
ter’s most historic properties 
and hidden treasures is located 
within the South Wedge. The 
Ellwanger Garden and Ell-
wanger Estate are beautiful il-
lustrations of a time past when 
the Mt. Hope Nursery was one 
of the largest and most influen-
tial nurseries in the world. 

In 1840 George Ellwanger 
and Patrick Barry established 
the Mount Hope Nursery.  
Through continual expansion, 
what began as a seven acre plot 
on Mt. Hope Ave. grew to 650 
acres by 1871. The nursery spe-
cialized in fruit producing trees 
and plants, but also grew a wide 
variety of ornamentals.

 Much of their success was 
due to Rochester’s key location 
on the Erie Canal between the 
new expanding markets to the 
west and the established sup-
pliers in the east. This gave the 
Mount Hope Nursery an eight 
day shipping advantage over 
suppliers in New York City and 
Albany. George Ellwanger once 
claimed to have supplied all of 
the original orchards in Califor-
nia with their first trees. 

Rochester’s harsh climate 
helped create hardy plants that 
were resilient enough to survive 
the long trip to the west coast 
and markets worldwide.

Mt. Hope Nursery – Past 
and Present on Ellwanger 
Estate
By Tom Kicior, 

A bucolic garden path along Ellwanger Estate Garden. 
(Photo by Glorie Marie Weyerts)

Allison Autry and James Weldon Johnson

 As time passed, the mar-
kets and nurseries to the west 
became more and more self suf-
ficient thus decreasing demand 
for shipments from Mt. Hope 
Nursery. This trend, along with 
the increasing demand for de-
velopable land as the City of 
Rochester grew, made it in-
creasingly more profitable for 
Ellwanger and Barry to subdi-
vide and sell portions of their 
nursery for residential and 
commercial development. The 
Mount Hope Nursery was even-
tually closed 1918.

In 1888, Ellwanger and Bar-
ry gave 20 acres of land to the 
City of Rochester to be used for 
the creation of Highland Park 
along with numerous trees and 
two of each type of plant in their 
nursery.  

The park, which was de-
signed by Frederick Law Olmst-
ed, attracts thousands of visitors 
a year to its trails and gardens.  
This year’s Lilac Festival alone 
had an estimated 400,000 people 
in attendance.

George Ellwanger’s historic 
estate at 625 Mt. Hope Ave. was 
originally built as a farmhouse 
in 1839 by James Hawks. In 
1867 Ellwanger purchased the 
property and lived there until 
his death in 1906. Two major 

continued on pg. 11

Allison Autry and James 
Weldon Johnson are building a 
better world for children in Ja-
maica one school at a time. 

Eight 4 Third World Hope’s 
“New Basic School” project 
in McCooks Pen, Jamaica got 
a boost from the two South 
Wedge residents recently  when 
they held “Jammin’ for Jamai-
ca” at the Lovin’ Cup on Jeffer-
son Road in early June.  

Using Johnson’s musical 
connections through his work 
at Lux on South Avenue (Wel-
don is head of security there.), 
the friends gathered a roster 
of well-known bands--such as 
The Crawdaddies, The Cheats, The 
Deep Blue Dream, TAO, Mosaic 
Foundation, and The Buddhahood 
--to help Autry and Johnson 
raise funds to build a school in 
Jamaica.

Autry, who is currently 
studying for a degree in Health 
Science at Brockport, became in-
volved with nonprofit organiza-
tion through her father, Kevin 

Carges, a founding member of 
Eight 4 Third World Hope. The 
organization  was created in 
1984 at St. John Fisher College. 

Carges, who is today a 
deacon in the Catholic Church, 
continued his mission to build 
schools in Jamaica.

Allison’s first effort raised 
funds through a wine and cheese 
party at St. John Fisher College 
and another fundraiser at Mul-
conry’s Irish bar in Fairport. 

“My Dad is my best friend,” 
said Autry, who began to join 
her father on his trips to Jamai-
ca. “We built one school. In an-
other we provided latrines for 
the building. Now we’re work-
ing on getting $48,000 to enlarge 
an overcrowded school. “

Carges’ nonprofit also 
works closely with Food for the 
Poor.

Part of the current fundrais-
ing effort is to raffle a ticket for a 
trip to Jamaica. A winner can ei-
ther accompany the group to the 
Caribbean island or take a cash 

prize of $1,000.
“I personally want to go 

to more countries,” said Autry. 
“It’s one thing hearing stories 
or seeing pictures. It’s another 
when you see it first hand. You 
get a greater drive to work for 
the greater good. “

The group has another 
benefit planned on August 10 
at Mulconry's called "School 
Night Out at Mulconry's.” Visit 
Facebook www.facebook.com/
events/157447757646258 to 
learn more.

More information about 
the nonprofit can be found at 
eight4thirdworldhope.org/in-
dex.html or e-mail at allisonau-
try50@gmail.com. 

To purchase tickets to win 
the trip to Jamaica visit http://
eight4thirdworldhope.org/Sup-
port-Events.html

By Nancy O’Donnell 

South Wedge
History Corner

If you have history to share send in your 
stories to 

Wedge Editor,  SWPC
224 Mt. Hope Ave. 

Rochester, NY 14620
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This stately Colonial offers a generous 1,406 sq. ft. floor plan. A spacious living 
room includes a decorative fireplace while the dining room offers a box window with 
cozy window seat. A large kitchen holds new cabinets, counters, plumbing and floor-
ing. New Green Labeled carpeting covers the living room, staircase, hallway and up-
stairs bedrooms.

On the second floor, you’ll find four bedrooms and a completed remodeled bath-
room with new tub/shower, vanity and commode. 

Outside a generous front porch overlooks the lawn and the newly resurfaced 
blacktop driveway. Behind the house, owners will enjoy a very large backyard with 
plantings and patio.

Maintenance free vinyl siding and trim wrapped in aluminum, a new roof with 
architectural shingles, new baked aluminum gutters and downspouts completes the 
exterior. 

SWPC’s Newest House For Sale

To schedule an appointment, please call 256-1740, ext. 101.

$74,900

172
Burlington
Avenue

First time home buyers 
are invited to make an  ap-
pointment to view the South 
Wedge Planning Commit-
tee’s newest rehabilitated 
house! The beautiful two-
story Colonial, located in 
Rochester’s 19th Ward, is an 
example of what the HOME 
Rochester Program makes 
possible. The 19th Ward has 
a long history--its neigh-
borhood association is one 
of the oldest in the nation. 
The area’s motto, “Urban 
by Choice,” illustrates the 
pride residents have for their 
community’s rich diversity. 
Natural amenities nearby 

include the Frederick Law Ol-
msted-designed Genesee Valley 
Park, the Genesee River and the 
historic Erie Canal. 

SWPC’s houses are com-
pletely renovated: new kitch-
ens, bathrooms, roofs, utilities 
and essential weatherization 
features. 

Other features include 150 
amp electric panel circuit break-
ers, walls and ceilings freshly 
painted with low VOC paint, 
energy efficient 40 gallon gas 
hot water heater, 93%  high ef-
ficiency gas, forced air furnace. 
Each also has  new energy effi-
cient windows throughout and 
new energy efficient light fix-

tures.
Applicants must be first-

time home buyers with in-
come at, or below, 120% of the 
Rochester-area median income 
(adjusted for the size of house-
hold). Certain applicants may 
also be eligible for up to $6,000 
in down-payment and closing 
cost assistance.

(HOME Rochester is a 
program of the Greater Roch-
ester Housing Partnership 
(GRHP) and the City of Roch-
ester. SWPC acts as one of the 
construction management or-
ganizations collaborating with 
GRHP and the City.)

expansions in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s resulted in the cur-
rent 6,800 sq. ft. mansion that 
stands as the Ellwanger Estate 
Bed & Breakfast today.  

When owner Rosemary 
Janofsky purchased the prop-
erty in 2006, the building was in 
dire need of restoration. Her ini-
tial projects included painting, 
porch reconstruction, electrical 
rewiring, and a kitchen remod-
el. The Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra played a significant 
role in further restorations by 
hosting a fund raiser at the Es-
tate and bringing local design-
ers and artists in for rehab as-
sistance.  

The Landmark Society of 
Western New York owns and 
maintains the half acre Ell-
wanger garden at the Estate.  
According to their website, the 

garden was planted by the Ell-
wanger family in 1867 and was 
maintained by the family un-
til 1982 when it was left to the 
Landmark Society by grand-
daughter Helen Ellwanger.

 The Ellwanger Garden is 
open each year during the Lilac 
Festival, for Peony Weekend in 
early June and for Twilight vis-
iting hours Tuesday evenings, 
June 4 -September 24, (5:00 
p.m. – 7:00 p.m.). The garden 
can also be viewed by appoint-
ment.  For more information on 
the Ellwanger Garden contact 
the Landmark Society at (585) 
546-7029, ext. 12, or visit www.
landmarksociety.org/programs/
historic-sites/ellwanger-garden/ 

For more information on 
the Ellwanger Estate B&B,  visit 
www.ellwangerestate.com.

Ellwanger Garden 
continued from pg. 10

Ellwanger Mansion B&B (Photo by Brenda Washington)

at the Holiday Inn Airport.
Pride Parade – July 14, 3:30 

to 5 p.m.; on Park Avenue and 
Goodman Street

Pride Festival – July 14, 4:30 
to 9:30 p.m. at the Auditorium 
Parking Lot on College Ave

Pride Picnic – July 15,  1 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at Genesee Valley 
Park

To learn more, visit www.
gayalliance.org/pride/events.

Highland Bowl Festivities
Big Rib BBQ and Blues Fest 

Festival July 12-15, 11:30 a.m. – 
10 p.m. Sunday until 9 p.m.

Giant Panda Dub Squad, 

Wed. July 11, 5 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
94.1 The Zone Music Fes-

tival featuring Oberhofer, Eve 6, 
Walk the Moon, Gaslight Anthem, 
Our Lady Peace and Offspring. 
Sat. July 28, 12 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Wilco, August 3, 5 p.m. – 10 
p.m. Highland Park Bowl. 

Highland Park in Bloom Tour
Family friendly Tours guid-

ed by Amy Priestley, Sat. June 
16, 1 p.m. Tours meet in front 
of Lamberton Conservatory 
and are co-sponsored by the 
Highland Park Neighborhood 
Association and the Highland 
Conservancy

Music in Ellwanger Barry Park
Book & Mike, Wed. July 18, 

5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Carol Heveron 
and Friends on Wed. Aug. 18, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Enjoy an evening 
in the Park at Meigs and Linden 
Streets. 

South Wedge Fun 
continued from page 9

Located in the South Wedge
Phone 585.500.5491   

E-mail: randypollok@pollokstudios.com

MUSIC TEACHER
CLARINET - GUITAR - PIANO - UKULELE

Randall Pollok
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Expand your backyard.
 
Modern new townhomes & apartments 
To learn more visit erieharborapts.com
Schedule a personal tour - 324-0586 

Introductory Incentives!

Brand New Riverfront Apartments & Townhomes

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Perhaps We Can Help You? 
 

We offer: 
● Primary Health Care  ● Personal and Family Counseling 
● Dental Care  ● Literacy and GED Tutoring 

 

For the Uninsured. 
 

Call 585-325-5260  
for more information, or visit our  
website at www.sjncenter.org 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph 
St. Joseph’s Neighborhood Center 

417 South Avenue ● Rochester, NY  14620 
 

Securities products, Investment Advisory Services, and Fee Based Financial Planning offered through MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)
Member FINRA/SIPC. A Registered Investment Adviser. MLIC and MSI are MetLife Companies.   
L1010138816[exp1012][All States][DC]   0709-5871  ©UFS

As Life Changes, So Do Your Financial Needs

For the if in life.®

Call Fred today at (585) 214-8651

Frederick Squicciarini, LUTCF, MBA
Financial Services Representative
400 Meridian Centre Suite 101
Rochester, NY 14618
(585) 214-8651
fsquicciarin@metlife.com

“Put My Energy To Work For You.”

585-785-2104
susansanford@frontiernet.net 

“Neighbor and City-Living 
Enthusiast”

Susan Sanford
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

Reliable Auto Repair 
		  A.M. Shuttle


