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Neighborhoods

NEIGHBORS (from p. 8)

quality of noise and increased parking. Certifi-
cate of Occupancy and inspection of the prop-
erty needs to assure attics, porches and base-
ments are not being used for sleeping quarters.
Owner occupancy needs to be assured. This
would eliminate sororities and fraternities in
LDRs and MDRs. Accessory Dwelling Units
being prohibited in LDRs is supported by the
Neighborhood Leaders and they would like to
include MDRs to the inclusion as lot size would
prohibit privacy to the closest homes as well as
parking and noise issues. Short Term Rentals:
Neighborhood leaders support the exclusion of
short term rentals in LDRs and MDRs. Short
term rentals in LDRs and MDRs limits families
from purchasing a home as opposed to inves-
tors. Major question: What will be done with
existing short term rentals in LDRs and MDRs
with adoption of ZAP? Neighborhood Leaders
strongly urge the enforcement of the code not
to allow short term rentals in LDRs and MDRs.

Bob Thompson, Highland Park Neighbor-
hood Association, shared a PowerPoint with
definitions for the new zoning, the current
zoning map (RochesterZAP.com) and see
what’s going to happen in the future. Most of
neighborhood mixed uses are intended to build
density along major corridors. Within each of
the major neighborhood uses there are specific
items that can be allowed along the arterials.
BDR (Boutique Mixed Use), NMU (Neigh-
borhood Mixed Use) part of the arterials are
changing to FMU (Flexible Mixed Use). Need
to be aware of these concepts for the meeting

Jane Morgan, Hickory Nuts Neighborhood
Association president: This whole plan is to
encourage more density in the neighborhoods.
The South Wedge would increase 128% of its
parcels. Bed and Breakfast must be owner-oc-
cupied, no more than 10 lodgers, no more than
31 days. Boarding houses offer lodging 31 con-
secutive days or more, and must be owner oc-
cupied. ADU Accessory Dwelling Unit — one
could be attached to dwelling or a separate unit,
must be owner occupied. Currently do not have
code Enforcement officers to enforce these new
zoning changes. ZAP requires so much code
enforcement and no way to handle this.

Judy Hay: Designated Buildings of Historic
Value are buildings identified with historical
and architectural significance and listed on the
State and National Register of Historic Places.
City also cited buildings on a 1980 Mack sur-
vey. The list of properties should not be limited
by the decades-old Mack Survey, but include
buildings now and going forward that may have
historical significance. Many of these buildings
can qualify for adaptive reuse such as former
Calvary St. Andrew’s, now proposed as bou-
tique hotel and wedding venue.

Throughout ZAP the voice of the citizen had
been diminished. Where legal Bed and Break-
fast should have updated C of O, dedicated
parking, and owner occupied. The city has es-
tablished a vacant-building database that will
be operative by January. City will require reg-
istration of vacant buildings to facilitate moni-
toring and enforcement. The city will establish

fines for vacant buildings. Throughout ZAP the
major question is: How does this get enforced?

Lisa Reagan: This is the final draft available
for comments, this is your opportunity to raise
questions. After that, there will be in-person
meetings, where you can go and ask questions.
Those meetings are posted on RochesterZAP.
com. If you give comments on ZAP, please
email copies to neighborhood reps. All com-
ments will be closed on Jan. 31. Will be two
environmental impact meetings as well before
that. If you need information as to where things
are found, please contact neighborhood repre-
sentative and NSCs.

Q: How many boarding houses are in the
South Wedge?

A: No legal boarding houses in our six
neighborhoods, many not legal boarding hous-
es.

Q: Thought at one point 300K people living
in Rochester, now 200K. Where did they go?

A: Back then families had five or six chil-
dren and lost a lot of housing stock.

Comments: What a lot of work you all have
done! Thank you. We need to be much less
passive of these dates. Need to press upon our
elected representatives what the neighborhoods
want. Horrified to learn no longer notifications
to neighborhoods on key zoning issues.

When City Council votes in the spring, will
only be allowed an up or down vote.

Bob Thompson: Hearing process City Coun-
cil aren’t going to make any amendments. In-
clude any comments to City Council members
as well!

As neighborhood leaders, will be preparing
comments to go to the Council, pretty relevant
to all our neighborhoods!

Q: Who is the primary contact for code
questions for Linden Street?

A: Glynis with SWPC. Also have communi-
ty engagement meeting the fourth Wednesday
of every month.

Need to be aware of the Place Making Plan,
this zoning rewrite to put into the Code the
place making plan passed by the City Council.
Should compare this map to the Place Making
Map.

Highland Parking garage: Neighborhood
worked with the city to keep the garage at
three floors. With the new plan, that property
can now be over six stories, putting neighbor-
hood houses in perpetual shadow in the winter.

Q: To what extent does the presidents’ meet-
ing discuss this?

A: Met with the presidents in this area, will
meet again in November, and have asked for
time for the presidents to discuss this among
themselves.

Have not seen comments from other neigh-
borhoods.

Comment: Every city in upstate NY except
Rochester is receiving funding to build ADUs
to cover the housing shortage, giving 200K to
build attached, in the basement of your home
or adjacent to the home.

Comment: Hasn’t passed yet, but state con-
sidering passing a state-wide passage of ADUs,
which would supersede our zoning. 4

HOUSING (fromp. 1)

a place to call home, PCHO can work on next
steps, which could include mental and/or phys-
ical health assistance, recovery programs, find-
ing employment, applying for food assistance
and transportation — the key being maintaining
contact.

In addition to outreach and permanent hous-
ing placement, the organization provides Health
Home Care Management to link housing cli-
ents with health care; Rapid Rehousing, which
places people in temporary housing with short-
term financial assistance and case management
as they transition to stable housing; and a
Peer-Recovery Support Program that gives new
clients encouragement, confidence and social-
networking opportunities through role mod-
el clients that conquered homelessness. They
work with countless community agencies such

as Rochester Police Department’s Homeless
Outreach Team, People In Crisis Team, Father
Tracy Advocacy, Y WCA and Huther Doyle —
depending on the services needed.

According to PCHO’s latest “Impact Re-
port” this unique approach has resulted in more
than 400 housed annually with a 93-96% rate of
staying in those homes; outreach to 700 people
annually with more than 300 engaging in the
program; case management of approximately
174 individuals per month; distributing 4,000
pairs of socks; and 114 people receiving medi-
cal services. These programs also save around
$1,000 in tax dollars per month, costing $512 in
housing compared to $1,500 in shelters.

PCHO’s service area includes all of Monroe
County and some surrounding communities;
but, Coulter says, the South Wedge has one of

HOUSING, p. 12

Somewhere in the Wedge...

Do you know where this was taken? (Answer on page 12.)

Need Health Care but have No Insurance?
St. Joseph’s Neighborhood Center can help you.

We offer medical care, dental care, personal and family counseling,
specialties and many other services for the uninsured and under-insured.
Call 585-325-5260
for more information, or visit our website at
www.s]ncenter.org

ST. JOSEPH'S

FNEIGHBORHOOD
CENTER INC.

417 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620
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LaShay Harris

Rochester City Council, South District
LaShay.Harris@CityofRochester.gov

Holiday-season Greetings From
South District Council Member

hank you to the South District voters

I for granting me another term to serve

our community as your councilwom-

an. I will work to get our

community on track by

improving public safety,

city quality of life, work-

force development and

supporting solid neigh-
borhoods.

There is so much to
be grateful for as we ap-
proach the new year! |
pray for the families of |
those dealing with chal-
lenges this year in the
U.S. and abroad.

I never take for granted our freedoms and
know that things could be worse. That being
said, you can be confident I will always work
hard to make things better.

The Rochester Animal Services is facing
overcrowding this holiday season. Consider
adopting a pet or becoming a foster home for a
furry friend. Go tocityofrochester.gov/roches-
teranimalservices.

Holidays with the City of Rochester:

m The City has purchased its annual holiday
tree, a Norway Spruce, from Barnes Tree Farm

of Hilton, N.Y. The City planned to light the
tree on Nov. 29.

m Join the holiday cheer downtown with
the Liberty Pole Light-
ing and Family Parade
to Roc Holiday Village
(Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Park at Man-
hattan Square, 353 Court
St.). Festivities start at
5 p.m. on Dec. 2. A full
schedule can be found at
cityofrochester.gov/Lib-
ertyPoleLighting.

In closing, the hol-
idays are considered
a time for gatherings and being with family.
Adopting a family or senior neighbor for the
holidays would bring joy to individuals who
are alone during the holidays and often have
no familial resources. 4

LaShay Harris serves as chair of Rochester
City Councils Recreation and Human Services
Committee and works on the Neighborhood and
Business Development and Public Safety com-
mittees. She grew up in the South District and
served the city as a career paramedic for more
than 25 years. She has been a CPR instructor
for the American Heart Association since 2002.

the author (including contact information).

Call for Submissions

In the spirit of encouraging lively conversation within the South Wedge and fostering
discussion about vibrant topics relevant to the neighborhood and to readers of the
newspaper, The WEDGE invites readers to consider submitting letters to the editor
and/or to pitch ideas for lengthier potential opinion essays.

Letters intended for publication should be civil in tone, concise and to the point

(250 words maximum), timely (referring to content previously printed in The WEDGE)
and signed by the author (including contact information).

Longer, more in-depth opinion essays (generally up to around 500-750 words) should
demonstrate the writer’s expertise on a given topic; and, similar to letters, should get
to the point and be civil in tone, timely (related to a subject in the news or raising a
topic of relevance to the South Wedge neighborhood and its citizens) and signed by

Anonymous submissions (letters and essays) will not be considered for publication.
Contact Michael Saffran, editor, at msaffran@swpc.org.
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Working with you to
make our community
the best possible!

Mary Lupien

Rochester City Council, East District
Mary.Lupien@cityofrochester.gov

Lupien: ‘Unchecked Police Power:
A Threat to Democracy’

he power wielded by the police if left

I unchecked has profound implications
for our democracy. In a society that
values justice, accountability and the preser-
vation of civil liberties, it is crucial to address
the alarming threat posed by the culture of im-
punity within the Rochester Police Department.

At the heart of our democratic principles lies
the fundamental belief in the separation of pow-
ers, ensuring a system of checks and balances
that prevents any single branch of government
from monopolizing authority. Every individual,
regardless of their profession or position, must
be subject to the same laws and standards and
when those entrusted to enforce the law instead
break it, they must be held accountable. A lack
of accountability fosters a culture of impunity,
which not only undermines the very notion of
justice but also erodes the public’s faith in the
institutions meant to protect and serve them.

One of the most pressing concerns is the
ability of law enforcement to shape the public
narrative without challenge. The news media
publishes the words of police officers as if it
were fact. Officers attend every neighborhood
meeting and are allowed to spread their nar-
rative unchecked. The power to control infor-
mation is a formidable tool, capable of influ-
encing public opinion and perception. When
wielded without restraint, it can lead to a dis-
torted reality, where the actions of the few are
shielded from scrutiny, and dissenting voices
are silenced.

In September, City Council members Mar-
tin, Smith and I released a statement that ex-
pressed concern over the wider pattern of
police-involved shootings and the danger of
accepting these occurrences as normal and
acceptable as well as the attempt to sway pub-
lic opinion against the man and to justify the
officer’s actions before the body-worn camera
footage was released. According to the RPD’s
own General Orders, connecting a suspect to
prior criminal activity and crime patterns is
forbidden.

The political cost for us was high. We were
accused by the RPD Union, the Locust Club, of
our words being “disgusting, vile, and danger-
ous to not only our members but to this com-
munity” and turned the tables around saying
that we shouldn’t have commented without
seeing the camera footage which they waited
three days to release. The Locust Club demand-
ed we be denounced and many local politicians
obeyed. This was another demonstration of
their control over local leaders and a warning
to any who dare to criticize the actions of an
RPD officer.

Due to the rise in youth violence and crime,
the police have also used their platform to place
the blame on Statewide policies such as Bail
Reform. However, the arguments to reverse
these historic policies are not supported by the
data which shows a very low re-arrest rate for
those awaiting trial and that a full one quarter
of those ultimately had their charges dismissed.

Police have also used their platform to point
the finger at Democratic elected officials. In
August, Capt. Umbrino of the RPD effectively
blamed me for violence in my neighborhood
on a news broadcast about a murder investiga-
tion: “We’re doing what we can do, obviously,
with the resources we have. We utilized GIVE

funds and stuff like that to help put manpower
and details in areas where we have problems.
I know the Beechwood representation on City
Council has voted against GIVE funds, DWI
funds and they requested that none of that ac-
tivity take place in their area. So we do what
we can with what we’re given and what we’re
directed to do.”

The alarming implication is that if a law-
maker doesn’t do what the RPD wants, they
can face severe consequences and their com-
munity can be punished as a result. If leaders
who have been elected to represent the com-
munity are extorted by the RPD in order to dis-
courage attempts to hold them accountable, the
community and democracy itself suffer.

Regardless of my vote, police funding has
always been approved by the full Council. The
Chief has since admitted that the prior GIVE
model of an officer being paid overtime to sit
in their car at hotspots was not effective. It is
my job to question the use of funds, even when
it is not the popular opinion. It’s human nature
to want to belong and fit in, but at this moment
in history we have a moral imperative to chal-
lenge the status quo. Dr. Martin Luther King
famously said, “The ultimate tragedy is not
the oppression and cruelty by the bad people
but the silence over that by the good people.”
I don’t believe there are bad people governing
the City of Rochester, just those good people
who are afraid of the consequences of paying
attention and speaking out against injustice and
inequity.

Moreover, the prevailing model of relying
on police to address a myriad of issues, of-
ten unrelated to criminal activity like mental
health crises and homelessness, is outdated and
counterproductive. It is a model rooted in a pu-
nitive approach rather than a preventive one.
True community safety arises when trained
professionals respond appropriately to various
situations, ensuring a tailored and nuanced ap-
proach that respects the dignity and rights of all
individuals involved.

We must consider alternative models that
prioritize community well-being over punitive
measures. A shift toward a more holistic and
community-centered approach to public safety
is not only essential but also in alignment with
our democratic socialist principles. By invest-
ing in social programs, mental-health services,
and community resources, we can address the
root causes of issues and build a society where
safety is a collective responsibility, not shoul-
dered solely by law enforcement.

Furthermore, the current model of policing
is intrinsically linked to broader issues of sys-
temic inequality and social injustice. Commu-
nities that are disproportionately affected by
police misconduct are often those already mar-
ginalized by economic disparities and historical
injustices. We must confront these structural
inequities head-on, recognizing that true de-
mocracy cannot thrive when certain segments
of the population are systematically oppressed
and denied their basic human rights.

We must prioritize upholding the principles
of transparency, accountability and justice that
are the cornerstones of a functioning democrat-
ic society. We must also strive for a paradigm
shift in our approach to public safety — one that

LUPIEN, p. 12
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Perspectives

J Sparklin’ in the Wedge

| Michele H. Martell
MHMartell@outlook.com

Readers Are Urged to Share Some
Love This Sparkling Season

mind, every season is a sparkling season,

but look at your calendar — the season is
officially upon us! It’s time to deck the halls,
put up the sparkling lights (if you haven’t al-
ready) and revel in the celebrations of the sea-
son.

There is a feeling we can experience in our
souls this time of year, a nostalgic feeling of
precious memories, joy, gratitude, love and
celebration of life. We may permeate this time
with decorations, gifts, traditional and pleasur-
able activities. There can be a sense that we’ve
waited all year for this beautiful period, where
people may seem more joyful, even when deal-
ing with the inclement weather that this season
can bring.

Equally significant, it’s important to be
aware of our brothers and sisters who find this
season not so joyful. This delighted feeling is
not shared by all; some experience a deep sense
of loss, grief, trauma, loneliness and need that
are particularly activated this time of year.

I love the following long-ago, yet timeless,
poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, which
addresses both enjoyment and plight during
this season:

Christmas Bells

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

1807-1882

I heard the bells on Christmas Day

Their old, familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet
The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,

The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along
The unbroken song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to day,

A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth

The cannon thundered in the South,

And with the sound
The carols drowned

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent

The hearth-stones of a continent,

And made forlorn
The households born

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head,

“There is no peace on earth,” I said;

“For hate is strong,
And mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:

“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;

The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men.”

It is officially the sparkling season! In my

(This poem is in the public domain.)

Longfellow speaks to joy and peace, while
also the gloomy condition of many, due to war
and unrest, racism, hatred, despair. How I do
appreciate his conclusion that right will prevail.
And his ending verse can prompt a stronger
position of hope.

As much as we can love getting caught up
in the sparkling season — as we should relish
each season and what it brings us — there’s the
omnipresent awareness that there is so much
around us that is not of happiness. We are bom-
barded with images of one war after another,
viewing hideous atrocities being inflicted upon
humans and animals. There is an ever-grow-
ing inclination to wonder just who and where
is next. And with all of the progress we have
made as a nation; racism, sexism, ageism, pov-
erty, domestic and child and animal abuse are
still rampant. It can feel overwhelming and de-
spairing. To hear of “peace on earth, good-will
to men” can seem daunting to ponder how that
could happen. I will add my own addendum
of “good-will to animals.” Animals are God’s
innocent, sentient beings, with families and de-
serving of love and protection, who have been
endowed to us to care for them.

How about starting in our own little corner
of our worlds to share some of that good will?
Each corner, each movement, creates a rippling
effect to help others.

Here are a few ideas to inspire. Veterans,
who have put their lives on the line so we may
enjoy our esteemed liberty, are in need in many
ways. Go to Veterans Outreach Center at vo-
croc.org to check out the biggest needs to serve
those who serve U.S. The animals of our com-
munity are being abused and abandoned and
need our support. Go to Verona Street Animal
Society (vsas.org) to see how you can help the
helpless and give voice to the voiceless. Willow
Domestic Violence Center does an astonishing
job of serving the families of our community;
go to willowcenterny.org. And check out the
YWCA at ywca.org Eliminating Racism, Em-
powering Women. To assist refugees who faith-
fully served us with their and their families’
lives, go to KeepingOurPromise.org.

These are just a few resources that are
helping to bring hope and good-will. There’s
a plethora of many other groups, depending
upon your location and affiliation. Whichever
community calls to your soul, please do some-
thing — whether it’s volunteering, donating,
mentoring, advocating or fostering — to share
some love this sparkling season.

May this sparkling season bring some good-
will, hope and peace. Wishing you and yours a
beautiful holiday season and 2024. 4

Michele H. Martell (MBA Walsh College, Roch-
ester, Mich.) works at Veterans Outreach Center
and is an independent consultant with Mary Kay
Cosmetics. She volunteers at Rochester Animal
Services and enjoys her kids, rescue dogs and
everything that sparkles.

THE WEDGE
GETS READ!

Malik Evans

Mayor of Rochester
info@cityofrochester.gov

Mayor Issues Statements on Cop-
killer Conviction, Notable Passings

Oct. 13 Conviction of Kelvin Vickers:

“I am extremely grateful that justice was
served today. While these verdicts will not
bring back Rochester Police Officer Anthony
Mazurkiewicz or take away the pain and suffer-
ing that his family endures, may these convic-
tions bring a small measure of relief, comfort,
and assurance that his life and service to this
community was not in vain.

“This is a time to remember and honor the
bravery, dedication and sacrifices that all our
police officers make each day as they walk
out the door to serve and protect our citizens.
I would like to thank District Attorney Sandra
Doorley, Police Chief David Smith, the men
and women of the Rochester Police Depart-
ment, and everyone who played a part in this
trial.

“Let the healing begin for our city, and for
all the families who were harmed by this indi-
vidual who showed a depraved indifference to
human life.”

Oct. 27 Passing of Rev. Lewis Stewart

“I was deeply saddened to learn of the pass-
ing of Rev. Lewis W. Stewart Jr. Throughout
his more than 40 years of ministry, community,
and civil rights leadership, he believed strong-
ly in the prophetic calling for social justice.

His commitment to the eradication of social,
economic and racial inequities has made an
everlasting impact. Rev. Stewart consistently
expressed a strong ethical and spiritual commit-
ment to strengthen the voices of the Black com-
munity and firmly stood up against injustices.
The City of Rochester will be forever grateful
for his exemplary actions and ministry and send
our condolences to his family and the many
lives he touched.”

Oct. 28 Passing of AIDS Rochester founder
Susan Cowell

“I join with the Rochester community in
mourning the loss of Sue Cowell, a fearless
giant and a progressive voice who moved the
needle of public opinion toward acceptance
on important issues like women’s equality,
LGBTQ rights and public health. A social-jus-
tice pioneer, Sue was recognized and awarded
for her many efforts to build equality and jus-
tice. She leaves a shining legacy of advocacy
and support of the cultivation of gay candidates
and allies of the LGBTQ community, and for
helping to make the city of Rochester one of
the most LGBTQ-friendly communities in the
country.” 4
Malik Evans, the 71st mayor Rochester, took of-
fice Jan. 1, 2022. He grew up in the South Wedge
neighborhood.

Miguel Meléndez Jr.

Rochester City Council President
MiguelMelendez@cityofrochester.gov

City Council President Releases

Statement on PAB

Nov. 20 PAB Court Decision:

“First, the Rochester City Council sincerely
thanks Andrew G. Celli Jr., Esq., and the staff
of Emery Celli Abady Brinckerhoff Ward &
Maazel LLP for their hard work and dedication
to this case over the last several years.

“Today, the State of New York Court of Ap-
peals issued a ruling, 4-3, upholding the previ-
ous decisions invalidating the Police Account-
ability Board’s disciplinary powers.

“The Rochester City Council still believes
that accountability of all public servants —
including our police department — is of the
utmost importance. This case was taken to the
highest Court in the State, and this Council has
now exhausted every effort to define the dis-
ciplinary powers of the Police Accountability
Board. Now that we have been given the final
determination, we must move forward with this
very important work.

Court Decision

“In 2019, voters demonstrated their commit-
ment to accountability, and by a 3 to 1 margin,
Rochesterians voted in favor of the Police Ac-
countability Board and sought to invest disci-
plinary powers within it. The former Council
knew then, as we know now, that establishing
such a board would be challenged by those who
wish to maintain the status quo. This Council
remains committed to accountability in our
city, not just for our police department, but all
agencies within City government.”

Miguel Melendez is a Rochester native and an
East High School and St. John Fisher University
graduate. He was elected City Council president
in 2022 and chairs the Public Safety committee.

Columns, essays and letters in The WEDGE

do not reflect the views and/or opinions of
the South Wedge Planning Committee.
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ASYLUM SEEKERS (from p. 1)

officer, said the organization has helped new
arrivals find housing and general stability.

“I think it’s been
mostly positive,”
Meléndez said of
Rochester’s accep-
tance of asylum
seekers. “These
folks are really ea-
ger to contribute,
eager to work and
are looking for op-
portunities.”

Arranging busing or other transportation
to take immigrant children to school has been
a challenge, but they’re getting registered for
Rochester City Schools or a charter school,
Meléndez said.

Ibero has assisted adults with transportation
to services it provides, including communi-
ty-health worker training, digital-skills and

Miguel Meléndez

ESL classes and other events. The organization
has also has helped asylum seekers get clothing
donations, Meléndez said.

“Rochester has a robust network of so-
cial-service agencies, but without knowing
where these people come from or how and
when they will arrive in our region, it is very
hard to plan in advance for what, if any, gov-
ernment support will be appropriate,” UR’s
Reichman cautioned.

While direct effects on people living in the
South Wedge and other Rochester neighbor-
hoods from the arrival of asylum seekers to
Rochester would seem negligible, so far, the
lives of those immigrants who came to the
Flower City (many by way of New York City)
are changed forever as they take refuge in an
unfamiliar place — and soon, for many, expe-
rience their first western New York winter. .

P Michael Saffran
msaffran@swpc.org

LUPIEN (from p. 10)

values the inherent dignity of every individ-
ual, addresses the root causes of issues, and
promotes a community-centered vision for the
future. Only through collective action and a
steadfast commitment to democratic principles
can we hope to dismantle the pernicious threat
of unchecked police power and build a society
that truly serves the needs of all its citizens. 4

Mary Lupien serves as vice president of Roches-
ter City Council. First elected to City Council in

2019, Lupien is passionate about fighting pover-
ty, institutional racism and climate change; and
advocating for housing rights and improving the
quality of life for all Rochesterians. She seeks to
increase civic engagement by increasing trans-
parency of the legislative process and to govern
alongside the community.

Columns, essays and letters in The WEDGE

do not reflect the views and/or opinions of
the South Wedge Planning Committee.

SIRIVER EDGE M ANOR

Boutique-style independent living for seniors

rene, River Edge Manor Resident

LY

PUBLIC COMMENT (from p. 1)

There is much positive talk about affordable
housing and increasing homeownership in this
climate of bidding wars and out-of-area inves-
tors, but there is little in this new zoning code
to support either, the South Wedge Planning
Committee argues. It’s vital that city residents
and businesses understand the effects of this
new code.

According to a visual and researched survey
of South Wedge residential properties, a major-
ity are single- and two-family homes. The city
has upzoned the South Wedge from R-2 to Me-
dium Density Residential, which conceivably
allows up to four units per qualified structure
— in addition to the push to increase density
along the main corridors.

South Wedge Planning Committee is al-
ready seeing landlords converting affordable
units into market rate or luxury units because
of the area’s desirability. One census tract, 32,
is over 90 percent rental units. ZAP offers no
encouragement for affordable or owner-occu-
pied housing in the South Wedge.

Residents and business owners can read
through “Comments” dated Nov. 1, 2023, at:
swpc.org/city-zoning-alignment-project-zap.
The history of the South Wedge Planning Com-
mittee’s ZAP comments and other helpful ma-
terials are also on this page.

The City of Rochester’s full ZAP website,
with links to all materials and recorded meet-
ings, is at RochesterZap.com. Public-informa-
tion meetings were held in November. Com-
ments will be accepted until Jan. 31, 2024. 4

Y Glynis Valenti
gvalenti@swpc.org

HOUSING (from p. 9)

the highest populations in Rochester, a long
history with the homeless and a high number
of services are available: St. Joseph’s House
of Hospitality (shelter), Veterans Outreach
Center, St. Joseph’s Neighborhood Center
(health), the former DePaul services on Mount
Hope Avenue, housing agencies like PathStone
and Landsman, East House and other recovery
programs and homes. In 2016, there were 22
nonprofits in the South Wedge alone; plus, the
Wedge has a reputation for being tolerant, di-
verse and welcoming.

Local businesses and individuals can be part
of the successes, too. Home Leasing is in the
final stages of a new supportive housing proj-
ect in Marketview Heights; PCHO works with
landlords to rent apartments for clients; and
businesses hire clients through the organiza-
tion. Plus, churches and groups can put together
donations of hygiene, dental or first-aid Kkits;
and Facebook users can host birthday fundrais-
ers. For the holidays, More Fire Gallery created
tree ornaments as a fundraiser for PCHO.

To learn more, go to PCHO.org or its Face-
book page, or call 736-4663. 4

P Glynis Valenti
gvalenti@swpc.org

Somewhere in the Wedge:

Answer: The photo was taken in
a yard off Nicholson Street.
(Photo by Nancy O’Donnell Hale)
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